
Lebanon asks Belgium to take back waste 

gElRUT (AFP) — Leb-anon asked Belgium on Friday 
10 lake back nro comainers of hazardous waste shipped 
here eariier this momh, a Foreign Ministry source said. 
Samir Khoury, llw ministry’s interim dirucior-general. 
juaBDOned Belgian Amb>ussador Denis Banne? to the 
fttreign N^stry to make the oflicial request, the source 
Slid. **1 will promptly send this request to Brussels and I 
can assure you that Belgium is deiennined to cany out 
its duties in this maner," the ambassador said after the 
Bicetipg. Mr. Bannel s^d the waste was not toxic, but 
cooutined mixed plastic materials contaminated with 
chemicals. Fouad Hamdan, spokesman of the environ- 
menial group Greenpeace, said the waste was "haz- 
ardous and can not be recycled or desiro\ ed in an envi- 
lonnwntally-sound way in Lebanon." -Also, as a matter 
of principle, waste .should not be c.xponed. 
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‘U.S. links Saudi access to WTO to Israel' 

WASHEMGTON (AFP) — The United States plans to 
block Saudi Arabia's admission to the World Trade 
Organisation CV\TO) as long as Riyadh continues 
participating in the Arab boycott of Israel, the Wash- 
ington Post said Friday. .Although Saudi Arabia's 
application to the WTO is at an early stage, the U.S. 
odminisiradoi} has adopted w uncomproniising 
stance that could force the Saudis to change their 
longstanding compliance with the boycott, unidenti- 
fied U.S. officials told the daily. The policy was out- 
lined by acting U.S. Trade Representative Charlene 
Barshevsky in a lener last month to Representative 
Robert Matsui of California, the leading Democrat 
on the House of Representatives Ways and Means 
Committee. 
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France deports 91 
Africans, Indians 

PARIS (R) — France ha.s 
deponed 91 Africans and 
ladiaas under a crackdown 
un illegal immigration, the 
iaierior ministry said on 
Friday. A charter plane left 
puns airport on 7'hursday 
evening with Malians. 
20 Senegalese and 13 
Moroccon.s aboard, a min- 
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U.S well as illegal immi- 
cronis. Another 20 Indian 
illegal immigrants had 
been sent home on sched- 
uled flights earlier this 
week after officials uncov- 
ered a ring organising ille- 
gul immigration, it said, 
the plane to ihe three 
African states was the 3 1 si 
such charter since Interior 
Minister Jean-Loui.s Debre 
look office in May 1995 
pledging a tough line. 
“Over the pa.si 19 months, 
the policy of fighting ille- 
cal immigration is show- 
ing positive results." the 
ministry said. The ministry 
said France had deported 
19.396 foreigners since 
fi; ^ Mr. Debre took office. So 
nc .)fur this year. 1,0S3 

hs employers of illegal work- 

>.>l ers and 35 clandestine 

U'.h \vcr?in‘. workshops had been 

tHimiwmici; closed. 
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'. Fifris. Man arrested 

i^hsel Iiild R;. c II' 

Lined ihe nii^L selling 

II u rare e\pr. Stolen antiquities 

e Karii. 

!* '.'I Baliix ASSrUT (AP) — A couie 

‘Cion dixpui^ merehunt has been arrested 

PakiMjJi. h in ***« southern Egyptian 
wncxpN'- city for allegedly selling 
, lor id tare antiquities stolen from 
Ciivck tiN - an old Coptic church, 

> iliM r^fKiir:- police officials said Friday, 
j'jo [hai rum:' The officials said Saber Al 
.<Lis region Genziri, 45. allegedly 
b^•llC^lI I*: *- broke into the church in 
ban ('!>''* ' this city, 320 kilometres 
ihan ^ iTi south of Cairo, by digging 
r Tb(f a 30-metre tunnel from a 
id nearby abandoned house, 

ihc He wa.s detained late 
ini: Thursday when he was 

.ho hjJ /■^'■^seen trying to sell some of 
r ihe J|"-' /the stolen items, said the 
v-ci. officials, who spoke on 
ihe nijmt'* condition of anonymity. 

They said he hod been 
under observation for 
some time, llie items pil- 
fered from the church 
include 35 pieces dating to 
yal bluH^ the early years of the Cop- 
tic Christian church in 
‘ R ' " ! ^Syptr which according to 
dnwrvii'-^. tradition, was founded by 
iiiual of •i'®''.. the Evangelist St. Mari: in 
[lon^- the first century' after 
;sed Christ. The man also 
■Nt ottracied 22 rare pillars 

irle> J'** T. from the church, the offi- 
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Italian president 
■r ill Egypt ^isit 

,ns? Ot 

jiorial''^. iCAIRO (AP) — Italian 
hioiK’*^ President Oscar Luigi 
ni.inadif -7 Scalfaro arrived in Egypt 
i>co. ^ Friday for a iwo-^y 
^ prep^.,, '■isit that w'as to take him 
1,1 to ihe war cemetery at Al 
isi Alamein and to Cairo for 

f liic ^ talks with Egyptian Presi- 
jjlxvn'’ dent Hosni Mubarak. Mr. 

Scalfaro was scheduled to 
, |, 3 iiaoi* visit the cemetery on 
;ed 1‘*" Egypt’s Mediterranean 
Wast on Friday to pay trib- 
tile to the 3,241 Italian sol- 
and KK) civilian 
1 . ..) engineers who were killed 

^ the North African cam- 
'“^ -Paigns in World War II. 


" Mr. 


its*’ 


Scalfaro is to meet 


Mubarak on Saturday 
the stalled Mid- 


_ 's most important 
[rading partners and has 


^d J East peace process and 

)v? ij*’ 111 ; ®^so will visit the Egyptian 
d ^ priiament Italy is one of 
If#- rff'-’ Egypt’ 

■ ii< 

■i i‘i- wen a strong supporter of 

Middle East peace 
l’ I taly’s exports to 
tptaUed $1.96 bil- 

r, Ill'll'^. ®Pons were 51.78 billion. 


'Hot pursuit,' PNA arms, 
streets, markets and 'buffer 
zone' hold up Hebron deal 

Arafat, Netanyahu could meet in Lisbon 


TEL .AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said Friday that 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians on the West Bank 
town of Hebron were stalled 
on four key issues, accord- 
ing lu Israeli military radio. 

He told a cabinet meeting 
dial the main issue holding 
up an agreement was Israel’s 
insi.sicncc on the right to 
pursue Palestinian suspect.s 
throughout Hebron after the 
Israeli army's withdrawal 
from most of the town, the 
radio reported. 

Mr. Netanyahu said con- 
tlict also cenued on the type 
of weapons to be carried by 
Palestinian policemen in the 
town, the re-opening of a 
maikei and streets in the 
town centre close to the 
homes of Jewish settlers and 
the po.ssible creation of a 
buffer zone between the set- 
tlers and Pale.siinian resi- 
dents. 

Under the terms of 1995 
autonomy accords, Israel 
was due to withdraw from 
SS per cent of Hebron in 
March and hand the town 
over to Palestinian munici- 
pal control. 

However. Mr, Netanyahu 
has balked at implementing 
the pullback since taking 
office in June, and has 
demanded greater security 
guarantees for the 430 mili- 
loni Jewish settlers living in 
the town surrounded by 
120.000 Palestinians. 

Crisis talks aimed at bro- 
kering a solution to the 
Hebron impasse were 
launched after September's 
wave of Israeli-Paiestinian 
violence which left 85 peo- 
ple dead, but two months of 
negotiations have failed to 
secure a solution. 

Mr. Netanyahu on Thurs- 
day again accused the PaJes- 
tinions of being solely 


responsible for the dead- 
lock. while Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat shifted 
the blame on to Israel. 

Meanw’hile, Israeli 
Defence Mini.sicr Yitzhak 
Mordeeboi told the cabinet 
meeting that no agreement 
had been reached with the 
Pulcstini'ans on the opening 
of an airport in the south of 
the Gaza Suip because of 
disagreement over the level 
of i.sraeli .security control 
over the propo.sed site. 

Military radio said Mr. 
Mordechai made the com- 
ment in reply to a question 
from Internai Security Min- 
ister .Avigdor Kohalani who 
expressed concern that the 
Palestinians could use the 
airport to bring arms into the 
Palestinian territories. 

Reports said that Mr. 
.Arafat will travel to Portugal 
this week and may meet 
there with Mr. Netanyahu in 
the hopes- of wrapping up 
agreement on Hebron, l.srael 
radio reported Friday. 

Palestinians in the West 
Bank, meanwhile, protested 
Friday saying Israel was 
confiscating land owned by 
Palestinians. The demon- 
strations followed sharp crit- 
icism against Israel's expan- 
sion of Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank. 

Israel radio said Mr. Arafat 
was to travel Sunday to Lis- 
bon, where Mr. Netanyahu 
is to participate on Monday 
in an assembly on European 
cooperation. 

On Thursday Mr. Arafat 
said he was ready to meet 
with Mr. Netanyahu "with 
pleasure, any time." 

Mr. Arafat will meet with 
Mr. Netanyahu in the Por- 
tuguese capital if headway is 
made over the weekend in 
negotiations on an Israeli 
ux>op pullout from the West 
Bank town of Hebron, the 


report said. 

Saeb Enikai, a top Pales- 
tinian negotiator in the 
Hebron talks said Friday 
that media reports of 
progress in the Hebron 
negotiations were ’’not 
injc." 

Tl\e Palestinian National 
Authority and the Por- 
tuguese government are 
preparing a visit by Mr. 
Arafat during the summit of 
the Organi.saiion fur Securi- 
ty and Cooperation in 
Europe, the Lisbon daily 
Publico .said, quoting 
unidentified sources. The 
summit is scheduled for 
Monday ami Tuesday. 

"Arafht is willing to meet 
Netanyahu because it is in 
his interest to win support 
from world leaders gathered 
in Lisbon." the paper quoted 
on unnamed Palestinian offi- 
cial as saying. 

Mr. Netanyahu is due to 
attend the summit as an 
observer while Mr. Arafat 
will travel to Lisbon as a 
guest of the Portuguese gov- 
ernment, the paper said, 
adding that the two men 
might meet on Monday. The 
Portuguese foreign ministry 
refused to confirm or deny 
that a meeting is planned. 

On u West Bank hilltop sit- 
uated between the Palestin- 
ian village of Al Khader and 
the Jewish settiemem of 
Efrau a few dozen Palestini- 
ans and Israeli peace 
activists demonstrated 
against the confiscation of 
land by the Israelis. 

Residents of the two com- 
munities have faced off on 
the hilltop several times in 
recent weeks, with the 
Palestinians saying Efrat 
was bulldozing a new road 
on land owned by AJ lOtader 
residents. Efrat residents 
claim the land is within their 
municipal boundaries. 


League holds urgent 
talks on Israel’s policy 
on settlements today 

CAIRO (Rj — The Arab 


League will hold an emer- 
gency meeting on Sunday 
to discuss Israel's expan- 
sion of Jewish sertiemenis 
on occupied Arab land, a 
Palestinian official said on 
Friday. 

“Palestine requested the 
meeting to put in front of 
the Arab coumrie.s the dan- 
ger of the .settlement issue." 
Mohammad Subeih, Pales- 
tinian representative to the 
Cairo-based Arab League, 
told Reuters. 

“Land is the basis of 
peace. The settlement poli- 
cv destroys the p^ce 
process. It is a dangerous 
issue that will push ^ the 
region to uneasiness." he 
added. 

Mr. Subeih said the meet- 
ing would be on the level of 
permanent representatives 
or ambassadors to the .Arab 
League. 

The government daily 
newspaper .Al Ahram said 
on Friday Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak sent 
an "urgent me.ssage' to 
Israeli * Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
warn him that new senle- 
ment activity on occupied 
Arab land threatens the 
Jewish state's peace agree- 
ments with its neighbours. 

■•The .settiemem policy is 
i racist one. Thi.s has been 
jmphasised by the Israeli 
prime minister’s visit to a 
senlemeni (this week), his 
affirmation that settlements 
will continue and the astro- 


nomic amounts of money 
the Israeli govemmeni 
spends on settiements," Mr. 
Subeih said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
enraged Arabs with his 
decision to lift a freeze 
imposed by the Jewish 
state's former Labour gov- 
ernment on settlement 
building. 

He paid his first official 
visit to a Jewish .settlement 
in the West Bank on Tues- 
day in a .show of defiance to 
Palestinians opposed to his 
policy of expanding such 
outposts. 

liie United States on 
Tuesday delivered its 
sharpest attack yet on 
Netanyahu’s settlement 
policy, saying his trip to 
one such outpost was "not 
useful and not construc- 
tive." A United Nations 
committee adopted a re.so- 
luiion on Wednesday 
demanding the complete 
cessation of all Israeli .set- 
tlement aciivitie.s. 

“President Mubarak con- 
ceniraied in his message to 
Israel’s prime minister on 
the danger of new settle- 
ment activity by Israel and 
the expansion of existing 
senlemems on any occu- 
pied Arab land." Al Ahram 
said. 

"It is such activity that 
destroys trust between 
Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours and encourages the 
violation and the lack of 
respect of peace agree- 
ments." it added. 


Bundestag 
backs Bonn 
Iran policy 

BONN (Agencies) — The 
German govemmeni won 
suppon in the Bundestag 
(parliamenO Friday for its 
I^cy of "critical dialogue" 
with Iran, defending it 
against an opposition attempt 
to toughen up Bonn's stance. 

The Christian Union and 
Free Democrat parties reject- 
ed a ^ial Democrai- 
Greens call to end German 
cooperation with the Iranian 
secret services, suspected of 
assassinating Iranian opposi- 
tion figures ^road. 

Instead the ruling parties 
moved their own re.soIution 
condemning Iranian threats 
of reialiatioa prompted 
when German prosecutors 
accused Iranian state leaders 
of approving the 1992 Berlin 
murders of four Iranian 
Kurds. 

The govemmeni of Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kcriil was 
careful to avoid repetition of 
u fiasco last year, when its 
Iran policy wa.s disavowed 
by members of parliament of 
tlK ruling parties voting with 
die opposition. At the same 
time, Bonn's policy of not 
isolating the Islamic re^me 
in Tehr^ has been officially 
reboptised as one of "active 
influence” ratlier than "criii- 
col dialogue." Unchanged in 
content, die name of the pol- 
icy has been changed 
because of the old one'.*; 
"negative connotations" and 
the misunderstanding it had 
caused, according to Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel and 
his spt^tesmen. 





UNDERWATER WRECKAGE: Divers shine their torches into the cockpit of the crashed Ethiopian jet in search of 
bodies. The Ethiopian airline Boeing 767crashed into the Indian Ocean off the Comoros Islands Nov. 23 after being 
hijacked from Ethiopia. Fifty of the 175 passengers survived the crash including the pilot (Reuters photo) 


Jordan reaffirms solidarity with Palestinians, 
pledges continued support for their struggle 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
reiterated Jordan's solidariC)' 
with the Palestinian people 
and support for their strug- 
gle to . regain their legiti- 
mate rights and the King- 
dom's continued quest for 
the establishment of a Just 
and comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East. 

Hie King also sent a mes- 
sage to Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat on Thursday. 
The me.ssage was deliver^ 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariri. who reiter- 
ated after talks with Mr. 
Arafat that Jordan stood 
fimily behind the Palestin- 
ian quest for their rights and 
that the Kingdom would do 
everything possible to pm 
the peace process -back on 
track. 

The King, in a message 
to the United Nations Com- 
miaee on the Exercise of 
the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People marking 
the international Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestin- 
ian People, said Jordan w'as 
totally committed to peace 
which must be based on jus- 
tice and the principles of the 
United Nations. 

He said Jordan believes 
that the peace process is the 
only path for the peoples of 
this region to attain siabilit>' 
and security despite the 
difficulties and obstacles. 
He stressed that the King- 
dom will continue to search 
for a comprehensive peace 
that would benefit the com- 


ing generations. 

He said that no one has 
the right to deprive the 
Palestinians of their basic 
rights. including their 
human rights, adding that 
agreements concluded so far 
on the path of peace should 
be implemented. He 
called on the world commu- 
nity to help achieve this 
objective in order to ensure 
lasting settlement. 

The King said that any 
changes in the agreements 
would make the final status 
talks between Israel and the 
PaJestinians void of con- 
tent. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali issued a 
statement on the eve of the 
International Day of Soli- 
darity with the Palestinian 
People on Friday. 

“This annual commemo- 
rative event provides an 
opportunity to remind the 
imemationai community 
that the question of Pales- 
tine. which is at the centre 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
remains unresolved despite 
Che many efforts that have 
been made over the years," 
said Mr. Ghaii. 

"The resumption of the 
Palesiinian-lsraelj negotia- 
tions has been an encourag- 
ing development. It is 
essential that the parties 
should abide by agree- 
ments already reached and 
make tangible progress 
towards a comprehensive 
just and lasting settlement 
based on Securitv Council 


Resolutions 242 and 338," 
he added. 

He voiced the U.N. com- 
mitment to supporting the 
peace process and said U.N. 
agencies work would con- 
tinue to provide all possible 
expertise and assistance in 
humanitarian relief and in 
the fields of economic and 
social development in order 
to contribute to create the 
necessary conditions for 
peace. 

To mark (be occasion, the 
U.N. Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia holds today a special 
ceremony at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre in conjunction 
with the Palestinian 
embassy in Amman. 

In Jericho on Thursday. 
Prime Minister Kabariti 
met Mr. Arafat and con- 
veyed to him the message 
from King Hussein dealing 
with the developments in 
the peace process. Mr. 
Kabariti stressed Jordan's 
continued backing to the 
Palestinian leadership in its 
endeavours to reach a just 
and lasting peace. 

Mr. Kabariti, who was 
accompanied on the visit by 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb and 
Minister of Public Works 
.Abdul Hadi Majali. told a 
press conference after the 
meeting that Jordon would 
do everything in its power 
to give momentum to the 
peace process. 

‘The Israeli leadership 
should realise the continued 


expansion of the Jewish set- 
tlements and the continued 
blockade of the Palestinian 
lands and the stsuving of the 
Palestinian people threaten 
the peace process," said Mr. 
Kabariti. 

"The situation is critical," 
he said, warning that "ftir- 
ther delay in reaching an 
agreement could jeoponiise 
the whole peace process." 

"We are not only con- 
cerned over the peace 
process, but we also feel 
that the peace process is 
going through a very critical 
stage requiring efforts from 
all parties and the world 
communiri' to salvage it." 
added the prime minister. 

Referring to U.S.-Euro- 
pean efforts in this respect, 
Mr. Kabariti expressed hope 
that international coopera- 
tion would have beneficial 
effects on the situation. 

He said that Jordan 
maintains constant contact 
with the Israeli government 
to help save the peace 
process from collapse. He 
expressed hope that the 
Israeli leaders w'ould stop 
issuing threatening state- 
ments about reoccupying 
the Palestinian territories. 

He also noted that the two 
sides were in contact to 
remove the obstacles placed 
by Israel in the path of trade, 
adding that it was regret- 
table that Israeli circles 
maintain that the Palestinian 
lands should ser\'e as a cap- 
tive marker for Israeli prod- 
ucts. 


U.N. to inspect Iraq's borders for imports 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
U.N. experts are Saturday 
to inspect (he Iraqi-Turkish 
border post of Zakho in the 
Kurdish-held nonh that is 
to be used for imports 
under (he oiM'or-food deal 
with the United Nations. 

The three experts from 
Lloyd's Register of London 
were first to hold more 
talks with port authorities 
in Umm Qasr on the Gulf in 
southern Iraq before return- 
ing to Baghdad on Friday, 
said Ivor Leavers, the head 
of the group. 

Mr. Leavers said they 
would inspect the customs 
facilities in Zaklio the next 
d-ay. 

The team will later 
inspect Trebil, western Iraq, 
on the border with Jordan 
that is also to be used for 
impons of humanitarian 
supplies once Baghdad 
ma^s its return to the 


international oil market 
under the oil-for-food 
accord. 

Iraq on .Monday informed 
the United Nations it had 
finally accepted the U.N. 
Eerm.s for monitoring the 
accord signed on May 20. 
under Security Council 
Resolution 986. 

Decisions have yet to be 
taken on where to house the 
inspectors while a pumping 
and metering station on tite 
Iraqi-Turkish pipeline has 
to repaired, U.N. offi- 
cials said. Iraq expects 
repairs to be done by Dec. 
5. 

U.N. diplom:its in New 
York estimate the first oil 
shipments will begin in 
mid-Oecember. 

While Lloyd's will supply 
experts to oversee the 
delivery of humanitarian 
aid, the Netherlands com- 
pany Saybolt is to provide 


monitors for the first 
intemationaJ oil shipments 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in .August 1990. 

Under the deal, Iraq can 
export SI billion of oil 
every three months in 
return for food and medi- 
cine, but some of the 
money will be used to 
defray U.N. costs and go to 
paying war reparations 
Stemming from the inva- 
sion. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
has said Baghdad would 
export 450,000 barrels of 
oil a day through the 
pipeline to the Turki.sh port 
of YumunaJik on the 
Mediterranean and 350,000 
barrels daily via the Gulf 
terminal at Nlina Al Bakr. 

However, under current 
high prices Iraq would be 
allowed to export only 
around 500,000 a day. 

The United Nations plans 


to deploy a total of some 
200 intemutionai obser\’ers 
and in.specior.*: to ensure the 
agreement is properly 
implemented, with around 
30 Lloyd's staff to watch 
imports. 

Fourteen employees from 
Saybolt will examine oil 
exports, while 151 inspec- 
tors will supervise the dis- 
tribution of humanitarian 
goods inside Iraq and eight 
others will be based at U.N. 
headquarters in New York. 

U.N. oil experts are 
expected in Iraq on Tues- 
day to inspect the pipeline 
from Kirkuk in the north to 
Yumunalik as well as the 
Mina Al Bakr terminal, 
according to Baghdad. 

The United Nations 
imposed a trade embargo 
on Iraq after its .August 
1990 invasion of Kuwmu 
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Perry says Stealth fighters to 
stay in Kuwait as deterrent 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
The United States has 
decided not to remove eight 
F-117A “Stealth" fighters 
from Kuwait and will keep 
them there os a message to 
Iraq's President Saddam 
Hussein not to invade 
Kuwait again, U.S. 
Defence Secret:^ William 
Perry said on Friday. 

“We were considering rede- 
ploying them but we have 
decided to leave them here 
for an indefinite period of 
time," Mr. Perry said dur- 
ing a visit. 

The jets were rushed to 
Kuwait in September in a 
confrontation between the 
United States and Iraq over 
attacks by Iraqi military 
forces against Kurds in 
northern Iraq, They had 
been expected to return to 
the United Slates early next 
month. 

But Mr. Perry told a group 
of U.S. soldiers after talks 
with Kuwait's Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdullah Al Sabah and 
Defence Minister Sheikh 
Salem A I Sabuh that he had 
informed the Kuwaiti offi- 
cials that the radar-avoiding 
jets would stay as pan of "a 
message to Saddam Hus- 
sein don't even think about 
coming back." 

A U.S.-led military coali- 
tion defeated Iraqi forces in 
the 1991 Gulf war and 
drove Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Peny. mid-way through 
a globe-circling trip that 
will take him to Qatar and 
Saudi .Arabia later in the 
day. said that the United 
States would remove 4,200 
.American troops from 


Kuwait by Christmas but 
would maintain 1,800 
Marines aboard ships off- 
shore. Three thousand of 
those U.S. army troops 
were sent to Kuwait in Sep- 
tember along with the 
"Stealth" fighters. 

Mr. Perry is on a tour of 
Gulf Arab states to review 
the security of American 
troops in the region, where 
he said they come under 
threat on a weekly basis. 
Saudi and U.S. intelligence 
serx'ices have just “averted 
what would have been 
some sort of a terrorist ten- 
tative action." Mr. Peny 
told joumali.sis on the 
plane which brought him to 
Kuw'ait late Thursday. Mr. 
Perry said the Saudi author- 
ities made several anests 
but declined to give details 
for “security reasons." 

U.S. and Saudi intelligence 
services are in close coop- 
eration. he said, adding 
that American personnel in 
the Gulf kingdom were 
always on a “high threat 
alert” because of a constdnt 
stream of anonymous 
threats against U.S. targets. 
U.S. forces receive 
"threats, warnings like that 
at least once a week." said 
the defence secretary. 

“It's both an easy and cheap 
way of harassing both the 
Saudi government and the 
U.S..” he said. "But even 
though they may be just 
harassment, we take each of 
them pretty seriously." 
Nineteen U.S. nationals 
were killed and hundreds of 
other people injured in a 
bombing at a U.S. air force 
dormitory in Khobar, east- 
ern Saudi .Arabia, on June 


In KuwaiL Mr. Perry visit- 
ed Camp Doha where 5.000 
U.S. troops are preparing 
to return home in Decem- 
ber after exercises in the 
desert. 

The defence secretary is 
also to visit United Arab 
Emirates. The last stop was 
added at the request of 
President Bill Clinton. Mr. 
Perry said. 

He .said the tour was also 
aimed at reassuring U.S. 
allies following Mr. Clin- 
ton's reelection this month 
of "the continuity of Amer- 
ican national security 
objectives in foreign policy 
in the Gulf area." 

It was “probably particular- 
ly important in Kuwait" he 
added. Mr. Perry smd the 
United States had detected 
a "fairly extensive training 
exercise" in central Iraq. 
“We watch that very close- 
ly. 

Maybe it's just routine, 
maybe it's a prelude to 
something." he said. 

On Saturday, Mr. Perry is to 
visit the two bases outside 
Riyadh which were hastily 
set up in June to improve 
security for U.S. forces in 
Saudi Arabia, where Wash- 
ington has 5,000 soldiers. 
Mr. Perry's visit to the Gulf 
— where the United States 
has a total of 27,000 
troops. 15.000 of them on 
shipis — is part of a world 
tour which has already 
taken him to Bosnia. On 
Monday, he leaves for 
Japan. 



Iran gets first woman mayor 


'operatic 


TEHRAN (AFP) A woman has been named mayor of 

a d^trici of [he Iranian ca^taj for 
1 979 Islamic revolution, otficials said Fnday. Zahra Sadie 
Azam Nun, who is in her 40s. wus made mayor of a bor- 
ough in the residential north 9^ ^ 

lion people that is divided into ^0 boroughs. TTie 10 
women deputies in the Iranian parliament, m a letter pub- 
lished in newspapers on Friday, welcomed the appoint- 
' meni by the mayor of Tehran. Ghol^hossein Karbasichi 
“This appointment shows the abilities and the succ^ of 
women in a.ssuming admini.strative responsibility in an 
Islamic .society,'* they said. The mayor of the whole of 
Tehran, who is himself appointed by the intenor minister, 
is in charge of naming the 20 district mayors. 
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Israel and Niger restore ties 


HOPES : An Iraqi woman shops at a market in Baghdad on Friday amid 
hopes high among Iraqis that the oil-foc^food deal Iraq has reached with the 
United Nations (see pa^e 1) would help alleviate their suffering as a result of 
the international sanctions against their country (Reuters photo) 


NIAMEY (AFP) — Israel and Nicer have restored diplo. 
mutic relations after a break of more than two decades, in 
a move which Niger said was prompted by the 'monMn- 
tum" for peace in the Middle East. The accord for- 
malised Thursday in West Jerusalem by Israeb Foreign 
Minister David Levy and his Niger counterpart Andre 
Salifou. In a broadcast interview, government spokesman 
Inoussa Ousseini, .said Niger had taken the d^ision to 
resume ties in response to the “momentum for peace 
between the belligerents" in the Middle EasL Niger, 85 
per cent of whose 8.5 million citizens are Muslims, broke 
off relations with Israel after the war of 1 973 in solidarity 
with Arab states. ’These reason.^ have ceased to exist. 
We have to review the general situation, dispassionately 
and objectively,*' Mr. Ousseini said. Niger would 
nonetheless “continue to support me Pal^tinians in their 
battle for their inalienable rights.' he said. The present 
secretarv-generaJ of the Organisation of the Islanuc Con- 
ference Hamid Aigabid Is from Niger. 
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Iraqi cited in marriage of underage daughters 


Mossad played a key role in Kurdish 
rebellion in Iraq, Israeli's book reveals 


London architect recounts Cairo nightmare 

The Sunday E.\press In the morning he was mistaken identity. "Th 


IMAGINE arriving at an 
airport thousands of miles 
from home and being 
arrested at the passport con- 
tail desk by secret police. 
The charge’ — murdering 
the country's president. 

Tliink of then being 
thrown in a cockroach- 
infested jail, terrified and 
helpless, not knowing the 
reason for your plight is 
that an imemuiionaJ terror- 
ist has stolen your identity. 

The uliima'ie traveller's 
nightmare became horrify- 
ing reality for a London 
architect when he arrived at 
Cairo airport last summer at 
the Stan of a family holiday. 

Mahmoud Abdul Kader. 
who holds dual British and 
Egyptian nationality, had 
taVen his .son Kareem. 12. 
to visit his grandparents. 
But a< he handed over his 
passport he was startled to 
see the words wanted 
urgently flush on the 
^creen. 

Separated from his -son. 
terrified Abdul Kader was 
kept in custody overnight. 


In the morning he was 
handcuffed and transferred 
to the notorious El 
Khaleofah prison — home 
to some of Egypt's most 
violent killers and thieves. 
"The guards pushed around 
100 of us into a ftlthy dun- 
geon ceil little more than 10 
metres long. It was known 
as The Oven." Mr. Abdul 
Kader recalls. 

“There was a rotten smell 
of dead bodies and there 
were cockroaches every'- 
where. The heat was 
unbearable. I thought I was 
going to die. 

“I iiad to bribe the jailers 
to do everything from giv- 
ing me food to loosening 
the handcuffs around my 
wrists. I spent around 
£ 1 ,000 on bri^s but 1 think 
would have been killed oth- 
erwise." For 1 1 days secret 
police dragged Mr. .Abdul 
Kader to interrogations 
around Cairo, attempting to 
implicate him in the plot 
which ended with the assas- 
sination of President Sadat 
15 years ago. 

On the 12ih day they 
admitted it was a cose of 


mistaken identity. "The 
head of the police depart- 
ment looked at me and 
laughed: 'It is not you I 
wanted. The other person 
who is using your name is 
wanted for killing President 
Sadat. You are lucky the 
mistake has been realised. 
The sentence is hanging." 

Some 48 hours later, after 
being thrown out on to the 
street, Mr. Abul Kader and 
Kareem were on a flight 
back to England. 

Only now does this quiet- 
ly-spoken worker for Har- 
row Council feel able to 
speak about his ordeal. 

"1 witnessed horrors I 
never thought could exist in 
this day and age." he said. 
"My basic human rights 
stood for nothing. When I 
arrived home I was like a 
walking corpse — moving, 
but dead inside. 

"Not once have I received 
an apology' or an explana- 
tion. I am a changed man. 1 
have lost my faith in human 
nature." 


TEL AVIV I AP) — Israel played a key role 
in the Kurds* pesky but fail^ 1963-1975 
rebellion against Iraq, providing military 
guidance and medical services and arrang- 
ing Iranian .support, according to a new 
brok by on Israeli Journalist. 

While Israeli-Kurelish tie.s were known 
before. Shlomo Nakdimon's book — ’’A 
Hopele.ss Hope — The Rise and Fall of the 
Israeli-Kurdish Alliance" — provides the 
first testimony by five directors of Israel's 
Mossad intelligence agency, the author 
said. 

The book was to be excerpted in the Yediot 
Ahronot daily, and Mr. Nakdimon agreed to 
discuss some of its revelations with the 
Associated Press on Thursday. 

Mr. Nakdimon said he found that Mossad 
maintained a Liny mission never num- 
bering more than 15 — in the Kurdish 
region beginning in 1965. It was Mossad 
that persuaded the Shah of Iran to let Israel 
ship arms to tlie Kurds through Iran and to 
provide Iranian artillery disguised as 
Kurds, he said. 

Mr. Nakdimon said he interviewed over 70 
Israelis who served on the Israeli mission at 
different limes. They included Mossad 
agents, army officers and doctors. They 
were under .strict orders not to get directly 
involved in the fighting, he said. 

But one Israeli olficer. Tzuri Saguy. actual- 
ly commanded Kurdish troops who 
ambushed Iraqi troops on two occasions, in 
1966 and 1974. He trained the Kurds in the 
u.se of Israeli-supplied guns, mortars and 
guided anti-tank missiles, drew up their 
battle plans and directed them from the 
rear. 

''The big field hospital set up by Israel 
saved thousands of Kurdish lives," Mr. 
Nakdimon said. The doctors and Israeli 
male nurses treated the wounded and 
trained Kurdish medical peiNonnel. 


Kurdi.sh fighters were also sent to Israel for 
officer courses. 

The book gives a fascinating picture of 
relations between the Israelis and Kurdish 
leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani, including 
many details unknown to the Israeli public, 
said Amatsia Baram. a Haifa university 
expert on Iraq. 

Mr. Nakdimon said Mr. Barzani had to 
w’iih.stand opposition by devout Muslims in 
his ranks to the secret alliance with Israel. 
He ordered security around the Israelis 
tightened in 1 966 after an Iraqi pilot defect- 
ed to Israel with a MiG-2 i jet fighter and 
there were feor.s the Iraqis might try to 
abduct them for a trade. 

Mr. Nakdimon said the Iraqis knew of the 
Israeli presence and quoted one' top Iraqi 
official as saying that "a second Israel is 
being established in Iraq." 

The book traces the American involvement 
in the rebellion after 1972, when President 
Nixon visited Iran and agreed to the Shah's 
request to supply arms to the Kurds. 

During the rebellion, the Kurds managed to 
inflict heavy damage on Iraqi oil installa- 
tions, kill thousands of Iraqi troops and 
destroy scores of tanks and some 20 fight- 
er-jeLs. 

But the effort collapsed in 1975 when die 
Shah withdrew Iranian .support after Iraq 
agreed to undisputed Iranian control of the 
Shatt AI Arab waterway between the two 
countries. 

The Israelis had to evacuate in hours, and 
the collapse caused u major reexamination 
of Israeli policy. 

"It showed that national minorities cannot 
withstand u regular army for long unless 
they are bucked by a powerful neighbour." 
Mr. Nakdimon said. Israel also leunied that 
aid to insurgents may start on a small scale, 
but inevitably grows, he added. 


i LINCOLN (AP) — An Iraqi mother has been cited for her 
, pan in allegedly forcing her two teen-age girls to many. 
Salima Al Saidy, 33. was cited Wednesday for contribut- 
ing to the delinquency of a minor. The chaise is not con- 
sidered a serious crime. The girls' father. Salem Al Saidy, 
39. previously was charged with child abuse, which also 
carries light penalties. An Iraqi reftigee, he has said he 
was not aware Nebraska law requires a minimum mar- 
riage age of 18. He w as freed on bond and ordered to have 
noncontact with his daughters. 13 and 15. They were 
placed in foster care with a Muslim family. Their hus- 
bands. who also are Iraqi reftigee.s. are charged with firet- 
degree .se.xual assault of a child. feIonie.s that could bring 
up^io 50 years in prison, Latif Al Hussani. 34, and Majed 
Al Taniimy. 28. were released on bond Wednesday. 
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l\irkey extends emergency rule 


ANKARA (AP) — Parliament on Thursday extended a 
emergency rule once again in Turkey's southeast despite 
the government's promise to lift it. In August the Islam- 
ic-led coalition pushed through parliament measures 
tightening security in the region, where Kurdish rebels 
ore fighting for autonomy, in preparation towards a M 
lifting of the rule. But the government pro^KOsed' an exten- 
.sion ^ursday following the advise of a mgh-ievel Secu- 
rity Council including military’s top brass. The rule will 
be in effect in nine cities for four more months, beginning 
Nov. 30. It was lifted in the city of Mardin. where the 
activity of the autonomy-seeking Kurdish rebels report- 
edly decreased. 
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Bashir vows no return to partisanship 
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I KH.ARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese President General 
Omar Al Bashir vowed on Thursday that his Islamic gov- 
' ernment would never allow political parties to return to 
power. 'The banner of Islam which the martyrs have| 
defended will not fall." Gen. Bashir said in a fiery speech ' 
delivered to a rally here in commemoration of those killed 
in the long-running civil war in south Sudan. "The gov- 
ernment will honour the souls of the martyrs who have 
sacrificed their lives for the nation and the faith," he said 
in the speech broadcast on state television. Gen. Bashir 
also accused opposition militants based in. the Eritrean 
capital .Asmara of placing themselves at the dispasol of 
Eritrean President Assaias Afeworki and south Sudan 
rebel leader John Gurang. “TTie partisans and sectarian 
leaders have sold ihemsieves in Asmara to Afeworki, to 
the masters of Afeworki and to John Garong for a handful 
of dcrahim ( money Gen. Bashir said. “Partisanship and 
seciarianship will never return to Sudan." he vowed. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 The Adventures of Mick- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Ro>‘al Wings (RW) flights t 
20-JO Aqaba (RW) I 


ev and Dimald 
14^30 

Cirque 

15:(H) Doc. — 

- La France .Au.\ 

Mllle Villaees 


15*30 

iK-nn 

Fete dcs Bebes 

l6JtO 


17.-00 


17!lP 


17; 15 Drama — Blue Heeleis 

19:00 

Le Journal 


19:15 Macazinc — Ziva 

19:30 New^ Headlines 

19J5 Comcd\ — Something 
\\1!der 

30:00 Due. — Gardens of the 

Worid 

20iM) Prism 

31:10 Lois and Clarke 

22:00 ...News in English 

22:25 Bestseller 

23:15 Feature Rim; 'The Last Sun- 
set" 


PRAY'ER TIMES 


04:50 

06:12 

(Sunrise) Duha 

llili 


14:14 


16:16 

Maahreh 

17:57 



SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicatioa 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Tcrrasancta Church Tcl. 
622366 

Churdi of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tcl. 652826. 
.Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 77IJ531. 

.Armenian Orthodox Churdi 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Aninuin International Church 
Tcl. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangdical 
Coi^rcgation Tel. 845457 
The Latler^Da>' Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangdical Local Church 

in .Amman Tcl. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catlu^cs Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Min JMax. temp. 

Anunan .09/20 

Aqaba 14/28 

Deserts 07/2 1 

Jordon Valiev I4/2S 


Yesterday's liigh temperawres; 
.Anmun 19. .Aqaba 26 Humidit)' 
readings: .Amman 49 per cent 
.Aqaba 45 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweiGeh. Td. 810740 
.AssnnbUes of God Church Tel. 
632785. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin suppUed by ilw Depart- 
mcm of Mefccnrloyy 
Tcmperjtuie.s are expected to rise 
slishtiv with moderate weather 
conditions prevailing and uinds 
southeasterly moderate. In 
.Aqaba, winds uili be noitherly 
moderate and seas calm. 


NIGHT DLTY 
.AM>L\i\; 

Or. Issam.Ai.Asmar 890504 

Dr. Kbaidoun Kloub ... .816715 
Da Qsamah.AlHussara S47289 

Dn NWaIAl.As‘ad _751672 

Firas pharmacy 66I9I2 

Ferdows pharmaev' 778336 

.Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 6.46731) 

Vacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dn Ahmad Qanu 2S14S4 

Al Quds phannaci' t— ) 

Z.ARQA: 

Dr. Nabil Al Safarini ... 
...901322 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 


661111 

CivQ DdSence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

ChiT Defence Emergency ... 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621 1 II. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617)0) 

Blood Bank 775 1 2 1 

Highway Police S43402 

TralDc Police 896590 

Public Securitv D^rtmmt 

.6.30321 

Hotel Complaints .6t)58D0 

Price Complaints 661 17b 

Water and Sewerage Cnm- 

piabits 897467 

.Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Tdephone Informatiun ^direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaDs U 1 0230 

Central .Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Teiephtme Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Televishui 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water .Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Companv 

6.363S'l 

Rl Flight Informatkm ns- 
53200 

Queen Alia InlL .Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

.A.MMAN: 

Hussein Medical • Centre 


SI381.V/32 

Khalidi Matcrni^'. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

M244I/2 

Jahal /Vmman Maternity 

642.V62 

MaDias. J. Amman 6.V6I40 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

fi07071 

Sluneisani Hos(Ntal 61^131 

University Hospital R4584S 

Al-Muasher Hos|ritai..667227/9 
The Islamic. Abduli 666 1 26/37 

Al-AliU. Abdali .664 1 64/6 

Italian. Al-Muluyrecn 

777101/3 

AI -BashJrJj\shrdlich775l 1 1/26 

Army.Marka 89I6II/I5 

Queen .Mia Hosfrital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Spedai Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


in3LV14Iil 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALL\ 
INTERNATION.AL 
AIRPORT 

Tlit.^ infonnation Ls supplied by 
Kuyul Jnrd.'iniun (RJ ) inlbmi.li inn 
dcpuTtmcni at ilw Queen .Alia 
Imcmational Aitixin Tel. 
<118)53200 where it should 
iilwuy.s he vx'rilied, Inl'nmiaiion 
on other fligliLs is obuined nn 
telephone (08) 527W1 or (08) 
S232S». 


03:45 Rome (AZi 

06:20 .Tel Aviv tLY) 


Royal \Ving.s (RWj Hi^ts 

09:20 .Aqaba iRVV't 

18:55 Shiirni Al Sheikh tRW( 

DEPARTURES 


ARRIVALS 

Royal .lordanian (RJ) Flights 


Zarqa Govt Hospital 

109)9X3.323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)901)560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
•VI Hikam Modern Hos[rital 

(09)990990 

IRRID: 

Princcas Busmn Huspilul 

(02)275555 

Greek Catliolic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn M Nafees Uuspifal 

- (02)24710(1 

AQ/VBA: 

Princess Haya Hnspiiul 


08:55 

09:45 

IRJ) 

09:55 

10:05 

New Delhi 

1030 


15:40. 


16:20 


19:.^5 VicnnatRJi 

2I:.Vl ParisuidJMRJ) 

06:45., .Bangkok. Singapore (RJ) 

Other Mights 

12^i0 ...Musciit, Ahu Dhabi (GF) 

18:15 

21:(HI 

Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

22:20 

22:25 


2235 

23:40 

23:50 

..Amsterdam. Beirut iKLi 

U1:UU 

..London. Damasais (BAi 


Royal Jordanian (Rh Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ I 

10:15 Aqahi. Piiiis. Bms^'K ladJi iRJi 

IL05. Vienna tRJi 

11 JO ....AmstcidonL .\ew York iRJ) 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid « RJ j 

12:15 London iRJ) 

12:15 CiinxRJ) 

17h) 0 ...Kuala Lumpur I'addl 
(RJ) 

20:00 Bombuy (RJi 

20:05 Riyadh. Dhahran iRJj 

20j 20 Lamaca (RJ) 

20 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

21 :00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai ( RJ ) 

23:.^ Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 


HUAZ RAILWAY I 
TRAIN ] 

Dep. Amman 8:00 ajn. every i 
Monday 1 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7:30 a.m. evviy 
SuiKfay 

.Arr. .Amman 5:00 p-iw. eva^A 
Sundav f ' 


MARKET PRICES I 

UpperAtnver price in JUs per kg - ! 


Other Flights' 

00:!5 Oama.scu.s. Amsterdam 

(KL) 

03:00 BcirULAihen.s(OAi 

®7:00 Beinii (ME) 

1.3 JO ..Ahu Dliabi. Bahrain (CF) 

Vienna «OS) 

19=15 Dubai (EK) 

23:10 Lamaca (CY) 

Cairn(MS) 

23:55 .Abu Dhabi. Bahrain ( AF) 

AiRMerdam (KL) 

RomoAZl 

— London iKJ) 


Apple 700/500 

Banana. .550/550 

Banana i imponed) .800/500 

Cabbage ....80/40 

Carrol 28Q/J50 i 

Caulinower, 16IW40 

Cucumber (large) ... 12Gf70 

Cucumber (small) „I8Q/150 

Eggplant l2(W0i 

Garlic .750/550 

Grapes 340/300 \ 

Lemon -3 80/200 j 

Marrow f large).,». 120/100 i 

Matnow (small) 180/150 1 

Onion (green) ... 7M /12Q ; 

Onion (dry) I5(VS0j 

Orange 550/400; 

Pearl 65ftS0O| 

Pepper (hot) 350/JS0i 

Pepjjer (sweet ) .......^C/l20] 

Potato ^3idnsti 

Spinach ..,.180/1001 

String Bean 400000 1 

Tomato j 
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Operation Oryx’ heads for Syrian reserve 
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By Tanya Habjouqa 
Special to the Jonhn Tfr/ws 

fyZR^Q — Arabian 
()f\'X Jeft ihe Shaumari 




ilk • Naiu*^ Reserve Thursday 
fn n.'iute to a new life in 
SjTia where the Royal Soci- 
eiy for die Consep>'ation of 
^f^([l^e (RSCN; hopes that 
({».’ transfer will boost envi- 
fonmcnuil ties between 
both countries, as vi-eil as 
losurc the continued specia- 
tiOD of the desert antelope. 
The Shaumari Resen-e. 
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boasLs the Jaruusi oryx herd 
in the world, having bred 
the original four oryx con- 
tributed fhini the San Diego 
wild Park in 1978 to a 
healthy 200. 

Due to excessive hunting 
and over-grazing, the orj'x 
tvas brought to the edge of 
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Ilf \cxtinclion. and was actually 

v»- 'extinct in the wild when the 


V 

1 of the J , 
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last three were shot in 1972 
in Saudi ^abia. 

The demi.se of the oryx 
hroughi about international 
concern and wa.s one of the 
driving forces behind the 
creation of the RSCN. said 
.^s Moashcr. president of 
the RSCN. 

"I fee! as if this donation 
to the Syrians will confirm 
the sun'ival of this precious 
OJiimal, and will continue 
its return to its irudiiionul 
areas throughout the 
region," said Khaldoun 
Kiwan. manager of the 


RSCN rciniroduciion uniL 

The or\ X destination is lo 
the newly established 
Palmyra Rcsen'e, where 
the_\ will form the mioleus 
ot a new breeding herd, an 
operation that has already 
been succcssfullv carried 
om with Saudi .■\i:i)ij, 
Qatar, and Oman. 

”The Arabian oryx is the 
first species ever to be 
•<aved trom extinctiun in the 
wild." said Anis Muusher. 

’'Operation Oryx” has 
received imenvaiional 
attention, and Or. Edw'ard 
.■\llonby, veterinarian sur- 
geon from die L'.K. Over- 
sea.N Development Pro- 
gramme said. ‘Tm encour- 
aged by these developments 
as the chances increase for 
one species, this brings 
about the possibility of 
other wild life making a 
come buck, like insects and 
rodents, which will restore 
the cco-sysiem to health." 

The Syrian-bound or\x 
were seated and crated 
early Thursday aftemuon 
into a truck iliat would 
carry them to their new- 
home. while Shaumari 
Reserve .Manager Othmun 
Mirza looked on smiling. 

"I fee! as if I am giving 
away my daughter... I am 
happj of the opportunity 
with the Syrians but feel 
.sadness like 1 am kising 
family members." he said." 

"The Palmira Reserve is 



ranger Thursday demonstnites how the oryx is 
homed in towards the tninsport eunlainer used to move 
the desert antelope to its new home in the Palmyra 
Reserve in Syria (photo hy Voixsef .\l ‘.Allan) 
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very similttr to Shaumari 
with its e.xcellent vegetation 
and water supply. 1 feel the 
animals will thrive there," 
said .Ahmed Ktlan. u Syrian 
veterinarian sent to help the 
transfer. 

The RSCN w'il] help 
supervise the new breeding 
programme, and plans on 


continued training services 
between boiJi countries, 
said Khaldium Kiwan. 

‘‘.As I observe the oryx 
leaving. I can only remem- 
ber when vve first struggled 
to create the RSCN. and 
now we arc successfully 
saving the oryx." .said Anis 
Muasher. 


Jordan, Israel to eliminate 
‘back-to-back’ transport system 


By a Jordan 'limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel will do away with the 
back-io-baek system of 
transport for goc^s moving 
between the. two countries, 
replacing it with a direct, 
door-to-door system. How- 
ever. the change in the 
transport agreement will 
not apply to vehicles deliv- 
ering goods to the PaJesiin- 
ian self-rule territories, an 
Israeli embassy .spokesper- 
son said Wednesday. 

Israeli embassy 

spokesperson Shalom 
Tourgentati said that the 
new' system could be opera- 
(ionui sometime next 
month. 

A sub-conimiiiee of the 
Jorduniun-lsrueli joint 
transport commince took 
the decision last week to 
replace the inefficient back- 
to-back system of transport 
after months of complaints 
from Jordanian exporters. 

According to Mr. Tourge- 
inan, Israel will retain the 
right to inspect vehicles at 
the border, but. he said, ‘‘it 


is unlikely that this will 
happen." 

"Jordanian security w'ill 
assume responsibility for 
inspecting all vehicles 
before they exit Jordan." he 
said. “We are confident in 
(Jordan’s) security proce- 
dures." 

Jordanian businessmen 
have said, .since the imple- 
mentation of the transport 
agreement in June, that the 
back-to-back system — a 
measure insisted upon by 
Israel W'hen signing the 
transpon accord — was an 
obstacle to bilateral trade 
and have said that its con- 
tinuation made trade 
impractical. 

The sy.stem requires that 
consignments of goods 
moving from Jordan to 
Israel or the Palestinian 
self-rule ureas be unloaded 
from Jordanian vehicles, 
inspected by Israeli security 
and reloaded onto Israeli or 
Palestinian vehicles before 
continuing to their destina- 
tions. The only exception 
was for Jordanian trucks 
loaded with expon gov>ds 
destined for Israeli sea 


pons. 

Jordanian officials and 
businessmen alike claimed 
that, although the security 
check was not supposed to 
lake more than a couple of 
hours, Jordanian vehicle> 
sat at bridges for hours and. 
in some cases, days. 

Tlie system also brought 
exporters considerable 
added expense, including a 
crossing fee (approximately 
JDIS.75 at the King Hus- 
sein crossing and JD 27.25 
at the Sheikh Hussein 
crossing), a per tonne 
unloading and reloading 
fee. and fines imposed on 
export companies whose 
vehicles were delayed at 
the border all of which 
made Jordanian products 
less competitive, they said. 

.A bigger concern for Jor- 
dan. however, is its ability 
to trade with the Palestini- 
ans. 

That issue. Mr. Tourae- 
mun said, has not been 
ignored or forgotten by 
Israeli officials. 

“(TTie door-io-door sys- 
tem > is not yet applicable to 
the lerriiories for securiiv 


reasons." he s:iid. “But it 
will be discussed in one of 
the next meetings of the 
committee.” 

.According to Mr. Tourge- 
rnan. the door to door sys- 
lem "does not contradict" 
the back to back system. 

"We do not allow Israeli 
vehicles to enter the territo- 
ries either." he said. 

He did not say how soon 
he expected a new agree- 
ment on tninsport to the 
self-rule areas to be 
reached. 

Earlier this month. Israeli 
Minister of Finance Dan 
Meridor said that he 
expected substantial 

improvement in the flow of 
goods between Jordan and 
Israel as soon as Israel 
installs U.S.-supplied secu- 
rity equipment at the cross- 
ings. The equipment, which 
includes a drive-through 
weapons and e.xplosive 
detector, would enable a 
vehiclj • be screened in 
le.»- minutes. 

Ji,'.... nun officials were 
unavaii.'ible for comment. 


Business 
delegation 
heads for 


Visiting German official to 
review sponsored projects 
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By Sacha Baggili 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


.AMMAN — ' Jordanian businessraert 
are convinced that the former Soviet 
republic of Georgia offers invesimem 
and trade opportunities from which 
Jordan cun benefit, u Georgian official 
has said. 

Head of the Trade and Economic 
Representation of Georgia In Jordan. 
Syria and Lebanon Vasily Chichi- 
nadze said that this po.sitive assess- 
ment of trade porenrial with Georgia 
ws made during a visit which a deie- 
gution of JoT^lan .bjusioessnien 
made to Adjara, one of the three 
autonomous .states within Georgia 
earlier this month. 

He told the Jordon Time over the 
weekend that the visit aimed at assess- 
ing the potential benefits of trade 
agreements between his country' and 
Jordan as w'ell as exploring prospects 
for opening a new market for the Arab 
World in general. 

The JoF^ian private sector delega- 
tion included Tahsin Ammouri, repre- 
senting oil and technical industries, 
Fore.s Madanat. representing building 






1 .. investment sectors. 

,scJ in “Natural resources of minerals, met- 
' Ji ■i’*' wood, natural gas and oil are plen- 

I jpj .iimii jj^j being fully utilised 

nsan> ^ due to the lack of technical e.xpertise 
ijuj i»' in a country' which only gained politi- 
cal independence from the Soviet 
i.1. •■PartJ'Jf'’ Union in 1991.” he stated, 
an." hf After meeting with Chairman of the 
lAdjarian Autonomous Republic Asian 
Abashidze and other officials, the del- 
egation signed an agreement under 
which it will be authorised to docu- 
loent and conclude trade deals, loans 
and investment agreements on behalf 
iZ ^ Georgia 

TR^^^ Although discussions during the 
visit focused on the .Adjarian ccono- 
low ■ oy, j[ ajso addressed the economic 
poiendal of Georgia as a whole, 
iiasjcus ?• “1 am planning to take a larger dele- 

^^^'- gation of Arab businessmen to the 
11 J.CII-' I Georgian capital of Tbilisi, where vve 
.^wiil meet with President Eduard She- 
ifljkn 5=®® ^ vardnadze. From there it is hoped that 


inp!' 


ecv'nomic ties cun be strengthened ns a 
foundation for political relations.” Mr. 
Chichinadze said. 

The esiabH.shmeni in .Amman of the 
Trade and Economic Representation 
of the Republic of Georgia signifies a 
first step towards the creation of for- 
mal diplomatic ties for Georgia in the 
Middle East, said Mr. Chichinadze. 

He said that although full ambas- 
sadorial and diplomatic siatu.s ha.« not 
yet been granted to Georgia in Jordan, 
the trade representation is the first 
official office for Georgia in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Jordan was chosen as the base for 
this vude mission in* recognition of 
"its respect for democracy, the open 
nature of its economy, its sound bank- 
ing system and its accommodating 
communication and transport sys- 
tems." Mr. Ammouri. one of the three 
Jordanian bu.sinessmen who travelled 
to .Adjara. told the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Ammouri said Georgia and the 
Arab World cun cooperate on exploit- 
ing materials such as marble, which is 
available in an endle.s.s variety of 
colours but is not fully exploited due 
to the luck of appropriate technology. 

Mr. Chichnadze also highlighted the 
advantages businessmen with a 
foothold in Georgia can have due to 
the country's geographic location. 
‘The country is situated in the centre 
of the Caucuses, has access to tire 
Black Sea." Mr. Chichinadze said. 

"Of specific advantage to the econo- 
my of the Autonomous Republic of 
Adjara is the Black Sea port in its cap- 
ital cit>'. Batumi, which is also used 
for trade by other states in the region 
which have no outlet of their own 
along this coastline,” .Mr. .Ammouri 
added. 

In addition it can be said that the 
port is a great asset to Georgia as it is 
not infiicied with problems such as 
freezing over or overly .shallow waters 
as can be said of other Black Sea purt.s 
as Siichumi or Soci. 

While in Georgia, the delegation 
also discussed the possibility of 
establishing a joint venture between 
Georaiu a^ Jordan to munufucture 


glas.s for the purpose of double glaz- 
ing for vvindviws and dooi>. 

"Tlte Georgians have :m imcresl in 
supplying this commv>dily” while 
simultaneously "such :m arrangement 
would fnciliialc profit for Jordan," Mr. 
Chichinadze told the Jordan Time.s. 

Georgian olTiciuls and tltc Jvirdaniun 
delegation also agreed to explore fur- 
ther pos.sibiliiies for industrial cooper- 
ation, said Mr. Chichinadze. 

He also stated ihul another profituhle 
urea in need of development, which 
.could prove adViiRiageoiis to Arab 
investors, is the tourist indus-try. 

He said ihui “Adjuru's locution, bor^ 
dering Turkey, its Black Seu coastline, 
unspoiled beaches and bettuiiful cli- 
mate make it u natural tourist destina- 
tion.” 

He said that although “Adjuni was 
named the ‘piiradise of the Soviet 
Union' during Soviet rule, its fuciliiies 
were neglected during this period. 
Joint ventures in upgrtiding and mod- 
ernising hotels and rusluurunis would 
guarantee a prolli." 

.Although the most significant cate- 
gorie.s of natural resources, which 
have not yer been fully c.xploiicd in 
Georgia, .ire oil and natural gas. iJie 
existence of nieials, such us iron, alu- 
minium and gold, offer inicrnaiionai 
companies access to commercial 
quantities of resources If investments 
are made to fitiance their mining. 

Bilaicrji iimingcments between Jor- 
dan and Georgia covered during the 
delegation 's visit, siipululed that the 
import requirements of Georgia, 
which could be provided b) Jordan 
and other countries in (he region, 
include household and electrical 
equipment, clothing and certain food 
commodities. 

Following the ci)Hap.se of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, most of 
the former Soviet republics have 
adopted cupiiaUst or senti-cupiluhsl 
systems. 

However, as Mr. .Ammouri told the 
Jordan Times, "these states have 
found it difficult to oigani.se their own 
economies us completely independent 
entities due to decades of participation 
as mere fragments of the funner 
U.S.S.R. ecom.imy." 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 
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PLAY 

The City of Sawsanah" (.Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

exhibitions 


'.-47 


‘PboiOfiraphy exhibition by Lily Bandok emiUed "Images of the Arab World" at the Jordanian Consuuciion Contractors 

Association, exhibition hall. Sweifieh. until December 1. . ,.,.1 ,, fn • 

4‘Worfcs bv^aitists residing in Spain Zafer Adnan. Issam Ta i. and Haken Sa d. av Ovfal. An Gallm'. Unnn Uilwina. ™«i 
. ■.iDec.3. 


lirr*-''"' 

et-n!-'- 
A I •• ■ 


^^ %6iisbvJalalAriqat and Larisa Najar at InsrimioCert’jmtesJabal.Ai^^ 

W by Berlin-based S>Tian artist Mon.-an Kossab-Bachi at Darat A1 Funun. Jalul Weibdeh, urn. 


until Dec. 


.. -'Stauwspckuvc CAlUk/IUUli > 

10. Also displaying works of contemporary' . c* n-... « 

by'&man ania Yona Joest entiUed "Petra - A Cosmological Dialogue" at the 

M Cultural Centre, until Nov. 30. 
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Saue mater! 
Euery drop counts 


talks in 
Iraq 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A 25- 
member business delega- 
tion led by Bassum Saket. 
chairman of the board. of 
directors of the Jordanian 
Cement Factories Compa- 
ny left Friday for Baghdad 
on u three-day visit 
described by Dr. Saket as a 
further show of solidarity 
on the pan of Jordon 
towards the Iraqi people. 

The delegation, which 
represents the Jordan 
Trade Association (JTA). 
groups ' prominent repre- 
seniaiives of the textiles, 
paints, chemicals, iron, 
pharmaceutical, food, 
piasdc.s. veterinary medi- 
cine and vegetable oil 
industries, will visit vari- 
ous Iraqi institutions and 
meet with ..government 
officials and business 
community leaders, 

according to Dr. Saket. 

Prior to his departure, he 
said the delegation is car- 
ry'ing a gift of medicines 
and agricultural pe.sticiJes 
to the Iraqi people as a 
.show of support from Jor- 
danian citizen.s. 

According to Dr. SokeL 
the delegation will hold 
talks at the Iraqi ministries 
of Industry and Trade, 
Finance, and Health and 
the Central B.ink as well as 
the Chambers of Com- 
merce, 

Iraqi Minister of Trade 
Hamed Yousef Homadi 
was quoted us saying that 
the port of .Aqaba will 
serve a.s one of three main 
sources for Iraq in import- 
ing its food and medicines 
in implementation of the 
UN-Iraq oil-for- food deal. 
An Iraqi govemmeni 
official hud said Baghdad 
was set to resume oil 
exports on Dec. 10 initially 
at the rate of 500,000 bar- 
rels a day following the 
UN green light for the oil- 
for-food agreement. 

Mr. Hamadi said Iraq 
intends to rely on the pon 
of Aqaba for its imports of 
food and medicines pur- 
chased from Europe and 
African markets, while 
other imports will come 
through Turkey and the 
Iraqi port of Qasr on the 
Arabian Gulf. 

Most of Iraq's imports 
during the eight-year Iran- 
Iraq war came through the 
port of Aqaba. 


.AMM.AN (J.T.) — A visit- 
ing senior official from the 
German Minisuy of Eco- 
nomic Cooperation will 
hold talks today with gov- 
ernment officials to review 
German-financed projects 
in the Kingdom. German 
Embassy sources .said Fri- 
day. 

Herbert Zahlmann, who 
Thursday met with HRH 
Crown Nnce Hassan..ihe 
Regent, announced later 
that Germany had agreed .10 
convert a current loan into a 
grant to the Kingdom wonh 
about JD 20 million to help 
it cony' out development 
project.s designed to deal 
with poverty. 

The Regent was quoted 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Wings, a subsidiary of 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), the 
national airline, is slated to 
begin semi-weekly flights 
between .Amman and Haifa 
from January' 1997, accord- 
ing to Royal Wings Direc- 
tor General Ahed Quntar. 

Royal Wings, which w'as 
created earlier this year to 
conduct flights to neigh- 
bouring countries, has 
signed an accord on new 
air link. Mr. Qumor .said, 
adding that Royal Wings 
Tuesday made a test flight 
to Haifa and that the flight 
takes 45 minutes. 10 min- 
utes more than the Amman 


by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, as stating at 
Thursday's meeting that 
Jordan seeks 10 handle 
questions related to water, 
the environment and pover- 
ty in an integrated manner. 

Mr. Zahlman voiced 
appreciation of the 
Regent's efforts towards 
combating poverty in Jor- 
dan and promised contin- 
.ued German assistance to 
the Kingdom' especially to 
help support Jordan's water 
projects and development 
schemes. 

The German Embassy 
official said that Mr. 
Zahlmann is scheduled to 
meet Saturday with Secre- 
tary General of the Ministry 


Tel-Aviv flight. 

He said that Jordan and 
Israel have also resolved to 
add a supplementary' flight 
to the five weekly fiights 
between Amman and Tel- 
Aviv beginning December 
9. 

This. Mr. Quntar said, 
came at Jordan's behest due 
to growing demand. 

He said that since the 
inception of the Amman-Tel 
A\'i\ route. Royal Wing.s 
has carried approximately 
9.5(X) passengers between 
the TWO destinations. 

Flights between Jordan 
and Israel were launched 
subsequent to the signing a 


of Planning Nabil Ammari 
regarding aid. 

The meeting with the 
Regent wa.s attended by 
Mini.sier of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and CemraT Bunk 
Governor Ziyad Fariz as 
well as German Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Peter 
Mcnde. 

(Sermany, which holds 
nearly S250 million of Jor- 
dan's foreign debts, is one 
of die Kingdom's major aid 
donors and has been financ- 
ing many socio-economic 
development schemes. 

Following his meetings in 
Amman. Mr. Zahlmann is 
scheduled to head for the 
West Bank on Sunday. 


bilateral peace treaty in 
October of 1994. 

Royal Wings, which com- 
menced operations lost 
March, has been operating 
two dally flights between 
Amman and Aqaba and a 
weekly flight to the Egy'pi- 
ian city Sharm .Al Sheikh. 

Royal Wings owns two 
50-seater planes and earlier 
announced that it plans also 
to introduce flights to 
.Alexandria, Saudi Arabia 
and Damo.scus. 

Royal Wings is owned by 
Royal Jordanian, with one 
per cent ownership penain- 
ing to the RJ Employee 
Savings Fund. 
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Hopes appear bleak for 


pre- Christmas IRA truce 


BELFAST fAgencies) — 
Hopes of a pre-Christmas 
IRA ceasefire appeared slim 
Friday after Britain's latest 
statement on Northern 
Ireland drew criticism from 
republicans and the Irish 
prime minister. 

Gerry Adams, leader of 
the Irish Republican Army's 
political wing. Sinn Fein, 
accused Prime Minister 
John Major of scuppering 
prosp^ts for peace by mak- 
ing his terms for a truce 
public. 

"It is more than the con- 
tent (that Sinn Fein objects 
to), it is the context." Mr. 
Adams said. 

Mr. Adams and moderate 
Catholic leader John Hume 
had offered Mr. Major pro- 
posals for a new IRA cease- 
fire and said they wanted 
the negotiations to remain 
private until agreement Was 
reached. 

More worrying for the 
London government was 
the attitude of Irish Prime 
Minister John Bruton. 

It would have been better 
if Mr. Major had waited 
until London and Dublin 
had agreed on terms, rather 
than publish '‘preliminary 
points of view.” Mr. Bruton 
said. 

Ireland launched the 
peace process w'itb Britain 
three years ago and the gov- 
ernments have kept a large- 


ly united front in the search 
for a political solution in the 
British-ruled province. 

But Mr. Bruton had 
reportedly refused to sign 
the statement Mr. Major 
issued *Thursday. which was 
Britain's reply to the pro- 
posals set out by Mr. Hume 
and Mr. Adams. 

The Irish government 
issued a separate policy 
statement shortly after Mr. 
major told parliament he 
would not bargain with the 
IR.A to obtain a renewal of 
their ceasefire, broken after 
17 months in February with 
bombs on the British main- 
land. 

Mr. Major and Mr. Bruton 
are due to meet to discuss 
Northern Ireland on Dec. 9 
and British and Irish offi- 
cials are reported to be try- 
ing to resolve the differ- 
ences between them by 
then. 

Britain's minister for Nor- 
thern Ireland. Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, sought to smooth 
over the apparent disagree- 
ment. 

"I notice what the Irish 
government have been say- 
ing, I'd like to say that I 
value very much ±e way 
we have been working 
together," Sir Patrick told 
BBC radio. 

Mr. Major said he was 
eager to get Sinn Fein, the 
IRA's political wing, into 


peace talks '‘as .soon as pos- 
sible" and spelled out the 
steps necessary for this to 
happen. 

He said the IRA must 
declare a "convincing and 
unequivocal" ceasefire, 
which Sinn Fein would ver- 
ify in talks with British and 
Irish officials. 

Sinn Fein is barred from 
the talks until the IRA 
restores the ceasefire it 
called in its fight for a unit- 
ed Ireland. 

Mr. Major insisted he was 
setting out his long-held 
policy on Northern Ireland, 
but commentators seized on 
elements they said indicated 
he may have been easing 
the way for Sirm Fein. 

He did not demand a “per- 
manent' ceasefire nor did 
he insist the IRA give up its 
arms before Sinn Fein was 
allowed into talks. “We are 
not seeking delay." he said. 

He made reference to the 
Christmas recess in the 
talks, chaired by former 
U.S. Senator George 
Mitchell, raising specula- 
tion that period mi^t give 
the IRA and Sinn Fein time 
to convince Britain its truce 
was sincere. 

But republicans believe 
that by denying Sinn Fein 
immediate entry to talks in 
the event of an IRA cruce. 
Mr. Major was bowing to 
political pressure from pro- 


British ‘‘loyalists." 

“This doesn't give us any 
reason to go back to the IRA 
(to ask for a truce)." said 
Sinn Fein negotiator Martin 
McGuinness. 

Mr. Major has a parlia- 
mentary majority of just one 
and often relies on protes- 
tant unionist memb^ of 
parliament to vote with his 
government. 

Meanwhile, explosvies 
hidden in an abandoned hay 
trailer were found here 
about half a mile from a 
British military base and 
destroyed by bomb experts 
in a controlled blast, police 
said Friday. 

Late Thursday. British 
bomb experts carried out a 
controlled explosion of the 
trailer, which was discov- 
ered outside of Armagh in 
the south of Northern 
Ireland, a spokesman for the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary 
i.RUC) in .Armagh said. 

The trailer had been left at 
the gateway to' a field about 
half a mile from the drum- 
mad British military base on 
the outskirts of the city. 

But police waited until the 
light of day before checking 
the contents of the trailer, 
the spokesman added. 

He would not specify the 
quantity or nature of the 
explosives which were 
found. 


Chechens pick presidential candidate today 


GROZNY. Russia (AFP) — 
Chechen's separatist leaders 
will choose a candidate 
Saturday to run for presi- 
dent in general elections to 
be held in the breakaway 
Caucasus republic early 
next year, a senior separatist 
official said Friday. 

Favourite candidates inc- 
Jude Zeliipkhan Yandaiti- 
yev, the president of Che- 
chenya' s. interim coalition. 
Prime Minister Aslan Mas- 
khadov. and former warlord 
Shamil Basayev, now cus- 
toms minister. 

Independant candidates 
are expected to run in the 
race, although none has so 
far come forw’ard. 


National security adviser 
Akhmed Zakayev said the 
official candidate would be 
chosen by the state defence 
committee, which includes 
±e leading members of the 
republic's separatist politi- 
cal and milit^ elite. 

Presidential and parlia- 
mentary polls are to take 
place on Jan. 27 across Che- 
chenyo, Mr. Zakayev said. 

Polling stations will be 
open in the Caucasus repub- 
lic of Dagestan and Ingu- 
shetia to" allow Chechen 
refugees to vote. 

The two republics border 
Chechenya and are home to 
a strong Chechen minority. 

On Saturday on accord 


was signed between Rus- 
sian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and Maskha- 
dov on temporary relations. 

The acconJ is to be effec- 
tive until die January polls. 

The same day Ftesident 
Boris Yeltsin ordered the 
withdrawal of troops from 
Chechenya. which was 
wracked by 2J-months of 
warfare that ended in 


A^st with a peace accord. 


hder the August agree- 
ment. the issue of Che- 
chenya's final status was 
put off for five years. 
Moscow says Chechenya 
remains part of Russia but 
the Chechens want full 
independence. 


Former State Department spokesman dies 


WASHINGTON IR) — Ro- 
bert J. McCloskey. the U.S. 
goverrunent's mtun spokes- 
man during the Vietnam 
war, died Thursday morning 
after a long illness, his wife 
said. 

“He was 74 Monday and 
he died this morning of leu- 
kaemia. He had been ill for 
almost a year." Anne Mc- 
Closkey said in a telephone 
interview' from her home in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, a 
Washington suburb. 

Robert McCloskey was 
state department spokesman 
during the Johnson and 
Nixon administrations and 
was the government's main 
spokesman during the 
Vietnam war. 

He also served as an assis- 


tant secretary of state under 
Henry Kissinger and as U.S. 
ambf^sador to Cyprus, the 
Netherlands and Greece and 
as an ambassador-at-large 
during the 1970’s before re- 
tiring from the foreign ser- 
vice in 19S1. 

He also worked with 
Kissinger on negotiations 
over tile Israeli-occupied 
Golan heights in 1974. Mrs. 
McCloskey said. 

He sert'ed as ombudsman 
for the Washington post 
from 1981 to 1983. when he 
took up the post of senior 
vice-president of Catholic 
relief services. He worked 
at the charitv. based in New 
York. from 1983 to J9S9. 

From 1988 until 1990 
McCloskey also served as 


editor of the Mediterranean 
Quarterly. 

Bom Nov. 25, 1922 in 
Philadelphia. McCloskey 
graduated in 1953 with a 
B.S. in journalism from 
Temple University. He wor- 
ked as a newspaper reporter 
from 1952 to 1955 before 
storting his career with the 
foreign service with an 
assignment in Hong Kong. 

He served with the U.S. 
Marine Corp.s in Guam dur- 
ing the World War II. from 
1942 to 1945. 

McCloskey is survived by 
his wife of 35 years and 
their two daughters — Lisa 
M. Keeler of Richmond. 
Virginia and Andrea Taylor 
McCloskey of Shelbum. 
Vermont. 


Hashimoto reveals goals, 
shame at widening scandal 


TOKYO iR) — Prime Mi- 
nister Ryuiaro Hashimoto 
outlined bold reforms Fri- 
day in his first parliamen- 
tary speech since re-elec- 
tion but in the same breath 
liad to express shame at 
widening scandals embar- 
rassing Us new administra- 
doQ. 

As Mr. Hashimoto told 
parliament of his plarus for 
idministrative and financial 
nefonn. media reports said 
mother senior h^th min- 
istry official had admitted 
accepting cash from a busi- 
lessman at the bean of a 
widening bribery scandal. 

The reports said Masaru 
iVada. the official in chaige 
)f welfare 'for the elderly 
ind the man responsible for 
he main piece of legislation 
icheduled in the parliamen- 
ary session which began 
^riday. had told colleagues 
le received one million Yen 
S8.800) in cash in October 
1994 from a businessman 
vho runs homes for the 
ilderly. 

The businessman, Hiroshi 


Koyama, was arrested two 
weeks ago on bribery char- 
ges invxtlving other health 
ministry officials. 

“I feel nothing but shame 
for a serie.s of events that 
have caused public confi- 
dence in government admi- 
nistration to piummeL" Mr. 
Hashimoto said, referring to 
scandals- involving officials 
of both the health and trade 
ministries. 

Mr. Hashimoto, who be- 
came prime minister in 
January, was reelected on 
Nov. 9. His Liberal Democ- 
ratic Party (LDP) failed to 
win a pariiainentary majori- 
ty in last month's general 
election and has managed to 
agree only a loose alliance 
with its former coalition 
partners, the Social Democ- 
rats and the tiny Sakigake 
Part)’. 

Mr. Hashimoto promised 
five main reform targets for 
his government: Central 
government ministries and 
bureaucrats. Japan's eco- 
nomic structure, the finan- 
cial system, social welfare. 


and the government's fiscal 
affairs. 

“I am convinced that we 
must, for our own generation 
as well as for the next, cany 
out these changes in politics, 
administration, the economy 
and society." he said. 

Mr. Hashimoto said that 
by 2001 Japan would re- 
structure central govern- 
ment ministries and Intro- 
duce “big bang" reforms in 
the private fin^cial sector. 

He said bills for the first 
of these reforms — cover- 
ing the powerful finance 
ministry and the Bonk of 
Japan — would be submit- 
ted in the next regular 150- 
day session of parliament 
starting in late January. 

With the health ministry 
scandal mounting. Mr. Ha- 
shimoto faces a tough time 
from the opposition over the 
main piece of legislation 
scheduled in the current 20- 
day extraordinary session of 
parliament — a bill requiring 
local governments to provide 
full health core for the 
extremely ill and elderly. 


Stuck door 
forces 
NASA to 
cancel U.S. 
space walk 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Flo- 
rida' (R) — Two dejected 
astronauts hung up their 
space suits Friday after a 
jammed hatch forced the 
cancellation of a space 
walk aimed at testing ^ace 
station construction tech- 
niques. 

Astronauts Tammy Jemi- 
gan and Tom Jones intend- 
ed to open the hatch lead- 
ing to the shuttle's caigo 
bay at about 9:20 p.m. &t 
Thursday (0220 GMT Fri- 
day). but were unable to 
fully turn the handle that 
unlatches the 40-inch I'lOi 
cm) diameter door. 

“The handle rotates about 
30 degrees and then it 
doesn't seem to want to 
move." Mr. Jemigon said 
as she struggled with the 
hatch. The handle had to 
■ turn more than a full revo- 
lution to release the door's 
six latches. 

.-Xfier the astronauts had 
spent more than two hours 
wrestling with the bt^ky 
mechanism, flight con- 
trollers at NASA's mis.sion 
control' in Houston can- 
celled the space walk. 

“We’re going to try to 
regroup here." spacecraft 
communicator Bill McAr- 
thur radioed from Houston. 
“Co ahead and get Tammy 
and Tom out of their suit.s." 

It was only the second 
time in the 15-year shuttle 
programme that NASA has 
been forced to cancel a 
space walk. The la.st occa- 
sion. in 1983. was because 
of space suit problems. 

The two u'ouid-be space 
walkers and Columbia's 
three other astronauts lucked 
into the thanksgiving meal 
they had not expected to eat 
until after the space walk. 

‘Today didn't go exactly 
as we'd hoped." said shuttle 
Commander Ken Cockrell, 
as his crew ate their N.^SA- 
issue, shelf-stabilised Tur- 
key steaks. “We've got high 
hopes for tomorrow and the 
rest of this flight ... wc still 
have a lot to be thankful for." 

“Just want to assure 
e\’eryone that we're putting 
the tot team on this.*' said 
Mr. McArthur. "We're 
going to work hard and 
we're going to ftgure out 
this airlock hatch problem 
and get you guys out at the 
next opportunity." 

As the astronauts ate. 
engineers examined televi- 
sion views of the hatch 
mechanism, looking for 
signs of trouble. 
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Romania swears in new president 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Emil Constantinescu was 
sworn in as president Friday 
in Romania's tot transfer 
of power from one elected 
leader to another. 

The 57-year-old Christian 
democrat took the oath of 
office at a full session of 
parliament. 

Standing before members 
of parliament and Orthodox 
Patriarch Teoctist, Mr. 
Consumtinescu swore in a 
solemn ceremony to uphold 
the constitution and democ- 
ratic principles as well as 
citizens' basic rights and the 
country's sovereignty. 

He takes over from Ion 
Iliescu. the former Commu- 
nist who has governed Ro- 
mania since the 1989 revo- 
lution in which dictator Ni- 


colae Ceausescu was ousted 
and executed along with tais 
wife Elena. 

Mr. Constantinescu won a 
run-offipresidentiol election 
on Nov. 17 with 54.6 per 
cent of the votes. 

In addition to legislators, 
those attending the swear- 
ing in ceremony Friday 
included French Education 
Minister Francoi.s Bayrou 
and ambassadors represent- 
ing various countries. 

The new president i.s 
expected Friday to officially 
name his prime minister, 
who he has indicated will be 
current Bucharest mayor 
and fellow Christian demo- 
crat Victor Ciorbea. 

Mr. Ciorbea will have 10 
days to present his govern- 
ment to parliament, which 


is dominated by Christian 
democrats and their social 
democrat allies. His policy 
priorities and cabinet list are 
expected to be approved. 

Mr. Constantinescu. 57. 
who campaigned on a plat- 
form of boosting democra- 
cy. strengthening ties with 
the West and reviving reli- 
gion. won the election by 
about nine per cent in a run- 
off vole. 

His victory came just two 
weeks after his Democratic 
Convention (CDR) swept 
lliescu's Social Democratic 
Party (PDSR) from its perch 
as the ruling party in leg- 
islative elections. 

That was an initial sign of 
the Romanian public's 
determination to turn the 
page on the lliescj years. 


‘Truth’ spotlight falls on S. African police 


CAPE TOWN (R) — White 
South African police, all- 
powerful under apartheid, 
are squirming under tough 
questioning as the spotlight 
of the country ’s tru^ com- 
mission falls on them. 

Protected by sympathetic 
magistrates and cabinet mi- 
nisters during apartheid, po- 
lice officers were rarely 
held accountable for their 
actions in fighting what the 
white minority govermnent 
saw as a Communist- 
backed “total onslaught" on 
South Africa. 

But the truth and reconcil- 
iation commi.ssion, created 
last year to uncover the 
human rights abuses of the 
race war, ha.s used its pow- 
ers to subpoena officers and 
force them to testify. 

Several officers have tes- 
tified to the commi.ssion in 
Camera, but Thursday nine 
policemen appeared at one 
of- the first public hearings 
of te.stimony given under 
subpoena. 

They were summoned to 
explain their actions in the 
March 1986 killing of .seven 
African National Congress 
guerrillas in Guguletu 


township outside Cape 
Town during a time when 
violent anti-apanheid pro- 
tests were reaching a peak. 

An apartbeid-«ra inquest 
found tile police, who said 
they shot the guerrillas dead 
after coming under attack 
by them, had been justified 
in killing the seven. 

But the truth commission 
opened its own inquiry into 
the killings at the truest of 
the families of the dead and 
heard earlier this week that 
at least some of the guerril- 
las had been shot dead e.xe- 
cution-style in cold blood. 

Black members of the 
commission grilled the po- 
lice officers over apparent 
inconsistencies in their ver- 
sions of what happened dur- 
ing the shooting and ex- 
pressed scepticism at their 
assertions tiiai they could 
not remember key facts. 

“Please don't try to make 
a fool of me," police officer 
director John Kleyn blurted 
out after more than an hour 
of cross examination. 

Mr. Kleyn said that 
because the shooting hap- 
pened 1 0 years ago he could 
not remember who had 


given him his orders and 
other aspects had also 
become vague. 

The chairman of the hear- 
ing. Dumisa Ntsebeza. 
responded that the commis- 
sion was seeking to estab- 
lish why the guerrillas had 
been riddled with dozens of 
bullets in the light of police 
evidence that their intention 
was to arrest them. 

“I don't think there's an 
attempt to ridicule you." 
Mr. Ntsebeza .said, adding: 
“It's clear that (my fellow 
commissioner) finds what 
you are saying improbable." 

Another officer, superin- 
tendent William Lieben- 
berg, told the commission 
he had not thought it neces- 
sary to disclose until this 
week that the notorious 
Vlakplaos security police 
hit squad hod been involved 
in the Guguletu operation. 

“I find that unbelievable." 
one of the commissioners 
told Mr. Liebenberg. who 
looked increasingly uncom- 
fortable as the questioning 
wore on. 

“May I take off my jack- 
et?" Mr. Liebcnberg asked. 
“It's ju.st ver>' hot in here." 


Burma, Cambodia send heavyweight 
delegations to ASEAN summit 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Burma 
and Cambodia have put 
together heavyweight dele- 
gations for the informal 
ASEAN .summit here Sa- 
turday a.s they push their 
bids for memt^rship of the 
community of Southeast 
Asian States. 

A virtual certainty just a 
few months ago, Burma's 
membership has posed par- 
ticular problems since the 
ruling junta launched its lat- 
est crackdown on political 
dissent. 

in true ASEAN fashion, 
most member states — ex- 
cept for the outspoken Phi- 
lippines — have cited 
“technical" rather than hu- 
man rights concerns over 
Burma's readiness for full 
membership. 

The top-heavy Burmese 
deiegulion, which arrived 
Thursday, a day ahead of 
most, refused to go along 
with the face-saving formu- 
la. however, anti senior 
General Ilian Shwe openly 
declared that Rangoon was 
keen to join. 

Malaysia has been among 
the staunchest -advocates of 
early Burmese membership, 
and Foreign Minister Ab- 
dullah Badawi said Friday 
that if Rangoon was ready. 


"why should wc stop them 
from becoming a full mem- 
ber?" 

But he also noted that the 
summit would afford 
ASEAN the opportunity to 
“remind" Burma that inter- 
nal political problems 
".should not affect their 
neighbors and destabilize 
the region." 

Prime Minister Coh Chok 
Tong of Singapore, which 
had also been a (Irm sup- 
porter of early Burmese 
membership until recently, 
declined to comment on the 
issue Friday, saying only 
that it WO.S “a very big ques- 
tion." 

Gen. Thun Shwe. in a 
meeting Friday with Indo- 
nesiu'.s President Suharto, 
gave u "general explanation 
... about matters having to 
do with fBurme.se opposi- 
tion leader) Aung San Suu 
Kyi," Indonesian State Sec- 
retary Murdiono said. 

Asked whether there was 
a deci.sion on Burmu’.s 
admission to ASEAN, Gen. 
Than Shwe told reporters: 
“Just see what happens 
tomorrow." 

Several members of the 
ruling Junta, known as the 
State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council (SLORC). 


and including intelligence 
chief Lieutenant GcTneral 
Khin Nyunt. were on Gen. 
Than Shwe's delegation li.st. 

ASEAN continues tn dis- 
miss western calls for isola- 
tion of Rangoon and instead 
adheres to iis policy of "con- 
simciivc engagement." con- 
vinced that increased con- 
iact.s are u better way of en- 
couraging change in Burma. 

While most attention was 
focused on Burma. Cambo- 
dia, too. was a potential 
problem to .ASEAN because 
of concerns about instabili- 
ty in a country with iwo 
squabbling prime ministers 
from rival parties. 

Co-prcmiers Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh and Hun 
Sen are expected to make a 
.show of .soliduriiv when 
they meet their ASEAN 
counterparts Saiurdav, but 
many in Phnom 'Penh 
believe their relations have 
reached the point of no- 
retum, with potentiallv dan- 
gerou.s repercu.ssions for 
Cambodia's luture. 

A.sked to comment Fridav. 
Goh Chok Tong said: "i 
would prefer to concentrate 
my efforts on ASEAN and 
not wander to Cambodia, 
Burma, Laos and all over 
the place." 


World 
marks 
grim toll 
taken by 
AIDS 


Reformist Emil Constatninescu, who defeated ex-Comniunists in elections this 
month, takes the presidential oath Friday in the opulent palace built by dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. The head of the Romanian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Teoctist, 
(left) makes the sign of the cross (Reuter photo) 


LONDON (R) — Sydney 
harbour will be draped in 
huge ribbons. Giant ted 
lights are to shine on South 
Africa's table mountain. 
The French are banding out 
free condoms at a Th^ kick 
boxing gala in Paris. . 

'The" world Sunday re- 
members the millions 
struck down by AIDS, one 
of the greatest killers of the 
20th century. 

AIDS is the only disease 
to have its own world day. 

It is the only epidemic with 
its own U.N. agency com- 
bating it. 

For no comer of the ^ 
globe is safe from Bucha- 
rest to Hanoi. Women and 
children rank among the 
most vulnerable victims. 
No cure has been found. 

Inevitably. World Aids 
Day sQ^s a sombre note 
but campaigners are taking 
CO the information super- 
highway to deliver an up- 
beat message of hope. 

Video cameras located 
around the globe will be 
broadcasting pictures of 
the rising and setting sun to 
the world's computer 
screens. Galleries in New 
York. Vancouver, Sydney 
and Bristol. England wiU 
provide free Internet 
access. 

In a shrinking world, 
AIDS knows no frontiers. 
Prevention rather than cure 
is still the best way for- ^ 
ward. It is vital to teach the ^ 
young that safe sex could 
save their lives. 

France, one of the Euro- 
pean countries most rav- 
aged by .AIDS, is staging 
an infonnation campmgn 
everywhere from swim- 
ming pools to gyms. Young 
people from the impover- 
ished outer suburbs of Paris 
are a prime target. 

Viemam is st^ng mass 
rallies in Hanoi and Lang 
Son on the Chinese border, 
where drug abuse is a 
growing problem. A new 
television soap opera is to 
carry subtle warnings 
about AIDS. 

In Bombay, where half 
the "sex workers" are now 
infected, (he Indian Health 
Organi'^ation is staging 
what lb billed as a star- 
studded AIDS match. 

For World AIDS Day 
helps to dispel complacen-^ 
cy about what is still 
growing epidemic. “This 
year alone. AIDS killed 
one and a half million peo- 
ple." said UNAIDS direc- 
tor Peter Pioi. 

“.AIDS is one of the 
major killers in the world 
in terms of infectious dis- 
ease." he told a London 
press conference. 

A giant AIDS quilt com- 
memorating the thousands 
of victims has spread from 
San Francisco around the 
world. Its 40,000 panels 
now weigh more than 46 
tonnes. 

For World AIDS Day, 
parches from the quilt are 
being displayed around the 
world from small towns in 
the United States to Guam. 
Israel and Japan. 
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giant red ribbons on its 
sandstone pylons. In South 
Africa, red lights will be 
shone on table mountain 
und a red ribbon tied 
around Cape Town's 
National Art (jaliery. 

In Manila, they are stag- 
ing ballroom dancing and a 
waikathon. In Ma^d. a 
caravan of cars is travelling 
^rough the city distribut- 
ing free condoms. 

Dutch hairdressers are 
opening especially Sunday 
and donating (heir takings to 
AIDS rtsearch. The “Falset- 
a homosexual male 
choir, is staging a musical. 
With electronic bound- 
shrinking, the young 
need 10 be imaginatively 
educated about ibe disease 
iind Italian doctors at a 
Rome hospital came up 
"■'ith a novel solution. ^ 
They have put together a 
CD-Roo] con taining health 
information aimed at 14 to 
25-year-oIds. It is being 
distributed' with the Rome 
newspaper J1 Messagero. 
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Tens of thousands of Belgradcrs jam the city's central square on tenth day of protest against the Socialist Party and 
Serbian Prasident Slobodan Milosevic. Serbia's opposition, in a mounting confrontation with Mr. Milosevic, kept 
up an unprecedented wave of protests Thursday as authorities tried to crack down on independent media (Reuter 
photo) 

Protests to continue as Milosevic’s party claims poll win 


BELGRADE (AFPj — Bel- 
grade braced for more pro- 
tesUv Friday us an clectund 
official said that vote reruns 
boycotted by the opp<>sition 
had given Serbian president 
Siobtxlun Milosevic’s part) 
control of the city council. 

Despite hiner weather, 
tens of thousands of people 
have taken to the streeLs 
every day to protest at the 
authorities' refusal to accept 
the results of Nov. 17 lixrul 
elections, which gave the 
opposition coalition known 
as together control of 
Belgrade for the first time. 

The authorities annulled 
the results in key areas 
because of what they called 
iiregulariries, and Mr. Milo- 
sevic’s Serbian Socialist 
Party has emerged the vic- 
tor in Wednesday’s reruns, 
according to preliminary «- 
.sulLs issued late Thursday. 

The protests are rhe big- 
gest challenge l6 Mr. Milo- 
sevic's authority .since stu- 
dent protests in 1992. 

On Thursday. over 
100.000 demonstrated in an 
icy drizzle under a sea of 


umbrellas in the biggest 
rally yet. 

•*\Vc will (tvenhrvitt dicta- 
torship in Serbia with our 
poacelul marche.s." Zoran 
Djindjic. one of the coali- 
tion’s Icaderh. loIJ the pro- 
lebturs. 

"We are not destroying 
our city, we are defending 
this country and thi.s peu' 
pie." he said. 

Another coalition leader, 
Vuk Draskovic of the Ser- 
bian renewal movement, 
urged prote.stor.s to slop 
throwing eggs at the build- 
ing housing the haled state- 
run television station and 
breaking windows at the 
pro-government newspaper 
Politiku. 

"I ask you for peaceful, 
discipliiied and responsible 
protests. 

Slobodan Milosevic is af- 
raid of our peace and non- 
violence," Mr. Draskovic 
said. 

*nie official media had 
branded such incidents as 
"acts of vandalism" while the 
opposition said they were 
caused by "provocateurs." 


Earlier Thursday, some 
20.0DU .studeni.s marched 
ilirougji the streets of the 
city, led by young women 
who oflered flowers to 
police In an ironic gesture. 

Fewer people were ex- 
pected at Friday's protest us 
it WO.S a national holiday 
and many had left the city 
for a long weekend. 

City Election Commis- 
sion head Radomir Lazure- 
vic .said late Thursday that 
after the reruns, Milo.sevic’s 
parry had won an absolute 
majority on the municipal 
council, according to pre- 
liminary’ results. 

Quoted by *nmjug news 
agency, in a report moni- 
tored by the BBC he .said 
that the ruling Socialists hud 
won 58 seats in the 1 10-seat 
city assembly, while togeth- 
er had won 31 seats, and 
that tumour was 32.22 per 
cent. . - • • 

The United l^ations and 
the United'Siutes have both 
expressed concern about the 
.situation in Serbia with 
U.N. human rights envoy 
Elisabeth Reiin saying that 


the government .should res- 
pect (he earlier vote. 

M.s. Rehn also called on 
the government "to refrain 
from taking any measures 
restricting freedom of the 
media." 

Cvijetin Milojevic, deputy 
editor of the independent 
daily newsptiper Blic, re- 
signed Wednesday after be- 
ing advised "not to deal roc 
much with politics." the in- 
dependent news agency Be- 
L1 reporred. 

The Serbian president 
himself has kept a low pro- 
file since the dispute erupt- 
ed. 

The opposition had also 
claimed to have won in 
other major towns in Serbia 
in a major breakthrough, 
but the results were nor con- 
firmed. Overall. Mr, Milo- 
sevic's party won most mu- 
nicip&h doUnoiJ.^ as 'It- is well ' 
.supported in-'j^ -country- 
side. ' 'I " 

in general elecdons for 
the Yugoslav Federal poriia- 
ment on Nov. 3, Mr. Milo- 
sevic and his allies also won 
a comfortable majoriry. 


Lukashenko signs constitution, shuts down parliament 
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MINSK (R) — President 
Alexander Lukashenko sent 
in police to shut down par- 
liament in Belarus Thursday 
and Western diplomats 
stayed away from an offi- 
cial ceremony at which he 
signed the - former Soviet 
republic's new constitution. 

‘There is talk Lukashenko 
won the referendum. No, it 
was a victory for the people 
of Belarus," Mr. Luka<^hen- 
ko said, using the kind of 
language that helped him 
win more than 70 per cent 
support at a constitutional 
referendum Sunday. 

He then signed the gleam- 
ing. leather-bound text of a 
constitution which unll ex- 
tend his term beyond 2000. 
give him big powers over 
ill rival institutions. A 
council of Europe analysis 
said the constitution failed 
to meet minimum human 
rights standards. 

But deputy Viktor Gon- 
char. sacked as head of the 
electoral^ commission by- 
Mr Lul^henku ^^ho mo- 
nopolised the media throu- 
ghout his campaign, slam- 


med his old boss. 

"Belarus has received a 
lesson in democracy Rus- 
sian-stylc. Moscow has bet- 
rayed idea of parliamen- 
tarism and has received as a 
partner a totalitarian repub- 
' Uc," he said. 

Russia made clear Thurs- 
day it recognised Mr. Luka- 
shenko's new- eon.siitution. 
unlike we.stem countries, 
and sent it.s umba.ssador and 
a govemmem delegation to 
the signing ceremony. 

He also asked the West to 
pay no attention to the opin- 
ions of his opponeni-N in be- 
larus. who accuse him of ly- 
ramiical behaviour and 
compare him to Europe's 
worst dictators. 

"I call on Western politi- 
cians to look at what i.s hap- 
pening in Belarus without 
bias. 1 urge you. don't let 
the opposition burden you 
w-ith emoiion.N." be .nuIJ. 

But diplomaLs in Minsk 
said no European embassies 
had accepted the president's 
inviraiion to anend the cere- 


mony. 

Earlier Mr. 


Lukashenko 


swept aside the main ob.sta- 
cle to enforcing bis new 
constitutional order in the 
former Soviet republic by 
barring several dozen depu- 
ties from the chamber. 

They had held out while 
colleagues Joined Mr. Luka- 
shenko and split parliament, 
but Sunday police allowed 
them in to the building only 
to empty their desks. 

"Thi.s marks the setting up 
of a junta through the faisi- 
ficurion of the referendum 
results," liberal faction lea- 
der Stanislav Bogdankevich 
told Reuters. 

Anatoly Malofeyev, 63, 
who once run the Soviet-era 
Communist Puny in Bela- 
rus. was elected speaker of 
the new lower house which 
i.s occupied entirely by Mr. 
Lukashenko supporters. 

The deputy speaker will 
be 42-year-old Vladimir 
Kunoplyov, who led the 
pro-Lokushenko faction in 
the old parliament. Their 
election was u formality os 
they were the only candi- 
dates. 

For three day.s Belarus 


had two parliaments but the 
odds were clearly stacked 
on the side of the majority 
who abandoned the old 
chamber to sU in the new 
"house of representatives". 

On Wednesday deputies 
voted unanimously to abol- 
i.sh the old parliament under 
Mr. Lukashenko's approv- 
ing gaze. 

"The opposition will not 
leave. We will wait for the 
Belarussian people to wake 
up." Mr. Bogdankevich 
.said. 

Members of the rump par- 
liament .saw the writing on 
the wall Wednesday when 
their official phone lines 
were cut off and there were 
calls for immediate "redec- 
orucion" of the old chamber, 
meaning they would have to 
vacate it. 

When they arrived around 
nine a.m. Thursday (hey 
found the building sealed 
off by a cordon of police. 
Deputies including speaker 
Semyon Sharetsky found 
more police blocking acces.s 
to the "oval hail" debating 
chamber. 


Multinational reconnaissance team to enter Zaire 
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KIG.ALI (R» — A multina- 
tiooal operation to help 
hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandan refugees adrift in 
'^9sl Zaire mokes one step 
forward this weekend when 
& small mHiiary team goes 
hi on reconnaissance, a Ca- 
nadian spokesman said Fri- 
■day, . 

In Ottawa Thursday, Ca- 
nadian Foreign .Minister 
Lteyd Axworthy said that 
,%obassadors from over 20 

countries would meet Fri- 
day to give the mullination- 
^ operation flnai approval. 
.."We have now achieved 
agreement," he said in a 
**^tnem. The agreement is 
'0 set up a muitinational 
^esdquaners in Uganda, 
potsiie further reconnais- 
sance .and put in place a 
^^pabiUty to airdrop food in 
Zaire if ne^ed. 

, Tlte Canadian spokesman 
Central Africa. Major 
"®ul Dangerfield. said Fri- 


day that (he rcconnui.ssancc 
team would include two or 
three ofllcers going into 
eastern Zaire with the U.N. 
refugee agency UNHCR to 
rind out where the rclugees 
are. 

"They will be unarmed 
and out of uniform and we 
expect them lo so in Satur- 
day or Sunday,’ he told re- 
porters in the Rwandan cap- 


ital Kigali. 

Different 

govcminent.s 


accncies and 

“have given 

widelv varying accounts of 
the number and location ol 
die refugvc.s. in some ca.ses 
for partisan reasons. 

The Rwandjn ju'.efnmeni 
and the Zairean rebels who 
now control large pans ol 
eastern Zaire oppose the 
deployment of an imernaiion- 
ai force, which niighi indi- 
reedy strengthen the posidon 
of ailing Zairean President 
Mohuiu Scse Seko. 

They also argue that since 


fighting broke out in ea.stem 
Zaire in October most of the 
Rwandan refugees have ei- 
ther returned home or are 
trying to do so, making the 
multinational operation 
largely redundant. 

In an imer\’iew to be pub- 
Vi.shed Monday in the Paris- 
based weekly Nouvel Afri- 
que Asie. rebel leader Lau- 
rent Kabila said his men 
would resist any French 
presence in a milic^ force. 

"Let no one believe any 
longer (hat we'll keep our 
arms folded when we .see 
djc first French soldier or 
paratrooper in this region,” 
he said. 

France said Thursday the 
number of refugees .still 
made a multinational 
ground force neces.sury hut 
it was also prepared to join 
a proposed airdrop of food 
into eastern Zaire. 

The airdrop proposal was 
designed to circunivent ob- 


jections to a ground force 
but the govemineni of Zaire 
added to the controversy 
Thursdtiy by rejecung this 
itliemaiive. 

Zairean government 
spokesniun Boguo Makeii 
.said Zaire was worried the 
airdn-ips would not be safe 
and would be staged from 
neighbouring countries it 
accuses of aggres.sion. 

"Zaire ui|] not authorise 
overflights of its territory by 
any aircraft, whichever force 
it belongs to. for an operadon 
so dangerous for the people 
concerned." lie told Reuters. 

On die ground in eastern 
Zaire, a column of refugees 
continued to reach the town 
of Sake on rheir way to the 
Rwandan border, 30 kilo- 
metres to the cast. 

UNHCR will bring 700 of 
diem from Sake to the bor- 
der town of Gunia in a con- 
voy of trucks Friday, 
UNHCR olficials said. 


U.S. troops on alert after 6 
blasts rock Bosnian town 


Sarajevo < afp> — u.s. 
forces went on alen in nor- 
thern Bosnia Thursday 

night after explosions 

ripped through houses near 
the town of Breko. a NATO 
spokesman said Friday. 

Six explosions desuoyed 
four houses in the Muslim 
village of Ontorbegovaca, 
wounding one civilian in 
the hetuJ shortly after 11:00 
p.m. (2200 GMT) a NATO 
.spokesman said. 

An American forces quick 
reaction team from the 1st 
infantry division were dep- 
loyed in the village shortly 
afterwards. The wounded 
man. village leader Huso 
Boar, was treated at the U.S. 
forces Camp McGovern, 
the spokesman added. 

Omerbcgovaca lies on the 
outskirts of Breko. a Serb- 
held toum in northern Bos- 
nia bitterly contested during 
the war. NATO said die four 
destroyed bou.ses were 
unoccupied. 

As part of NATO’s efftms 
to stamp out a wave of 
bomb attacks on unoccu- 
pied hou.ses. troops of the 
NATO-led peace impie- 
memation Fwce (IFOR) 
had checked the hou.ses in 
Omerbegovaca previously 
for explosives. 

An investigation into the 
detonations was launched 
by local police and U.N. 
police, said a NATO 
spokesman. 

The U.N. has said that in 
the past few weeks more 
than 200 unoccupied houses 
belonging mainly to Mus- 
lims have been destroyed on 
both side.s of the former 
front line between Bosnia’s 
Serbs and Muslims. 

U.N. officials believe the 
blasts are attempts to deter 
refugees moving back into 
areas where they lived be- 
fore the war. 

Meanwtuie. a train carry- 
ing one tank and 10 
amioured vditcles- ^ the 
first U.S. weapons delivery 
— arrived for the Muslim- 
Croai Federal Army. 

ITie weapons arrived 



Croat Drazen Erdemovic enters the trail chamber at 
the United Nations criminal tribunal for former 
Vugoslavia in The Hague Friday. Mr. Erdemovic« who 
coitfessed to being one of the Bosnian Serb Army's exe- 
cution squad that massacred over 1,000 Muslim at 
Srebrenica last year, was sentenced to 10 years jail 
(Reuter photo) 


Thursday at the railway sta- 
tion in Hadzici. near Sara- 
jevo, prompting sighs of re- 
lief among Bosnian offi- 
cials. 

"Finally." said the com- 
mander of the Musitm-Croat 
army. Gen. Ra.sim Deltc. "U 
started and will continue." 

The delivery is just part of 
the £ 100 mUIion worth of 
U.S. military hardware that 
arrived weeks ago in the 
Croatian Port of Ploce. 

The arriving equipmeht is 
the first step of a $ 400 mil- 
iioii programme designed to 
raise the army of the Mus- 
Hm-Croat Federation to the 
level of the Bosnian Serb 


forces. ‘Train and equip" 
aims to create military b^- 
ance in the region as a guar- 
antee for stability. 

The United Stales at first 
refused to unload a cargo 
vessel w'iih the hardware — 
including M-60 tanks. M- 
U) armoured vehicles. M- 
16 rifles. M-60 machine 
guns, anti-tank weapons, ra- 
dio communications, am- 
munition and other equip- 
ment — until the govern- 
ment in Sarajevo fired its 
depu^ defence minister, 
who has close ties with Iran. 

The government eventual- 
ly did so, and the ship was 
unloaded six days ago. Pan 


of the equipment went 
straight to the Bosnian 
Croat-controlled federal ar- 
my barracks in Livno. and 
the train carrying .i90 tons 
of equipment reached Ha- 
dzici afier traveling for 
hours. 

“I hope these w eapons 
will be the power that will 
deter any future fighting,'’ 
said Gen. Delic. "I had con- 
fidence in my soldiers when 
we hud none of this, but thi.s 
gives U.S additional confi- 
dence." 

In a separate develope- 
mcni, A Croat who con- 
fessed to being one of the 
Bosnian Serb army's execu- 
tion squad that mns.sucred 
o\’er J.OOO Muslims at 
Srebrenica last year, was 
sentenced Friday to 10 
years in jail in the Hague. 

Drazen Erdemovic is the 
first person to be sentenced 
by the Hague-based U.N. 
criminal tribunal for former 
Yugoslavia and rhe first sen- 
tenced by an international 
war crimes tribunal of any 
sort for half a century. 

Presiding Judge Claude 
Jorda of France said that, in 
pas.sing sentence, the three- 
judge panel had taken into 
account the accused'.s age. 
his low military rank his 
remorse and hi.s cooperation 
with prosecutors. 

Earlier this month the 
pro.secution recommended 
Mr. Erdemovic be jailed for 
no longer than 10 years, 
recognising that he had con- 
fessed. pleaded guilty, 
shown remorse and provid- 
ed valuable information 
about war crimes. The de- 
fence had argued for acquit- 
tal. 

Mr. Erdemovic, 25, plead- 
ed guilty in May to taking 
pan in the slaughter of 
1.200 unarmed Muslims af- 
ter the United Nations "safe 
haven" of Srebrenica fell .to 
Bosnian Sefbs'ih'July 1993. 

. The tribuhaU' set up by the 
U.N. Security ’Council ,,|n 
May 1993, can impose a 
maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment. 


Mother 
Teresa’s 
heart 
operation 
a success 
— doctor 

CALCUTTA (AFP) — 
Nd^el Peo£% laureate Mo- 
ther Teresa underwent a 
heart test followed by a 
successAiJ operation to 
clear blocked arteries here 
Friday, a doctor said. 

A.IC Oianeijee, a mem- 
ber of the panel of doctors 
creating the 8^year-o1d 
nun at the B.M. Birla 
Heart Insdmre For Heart 
Problems, hailed the oper- 
ation "a success" and said 
Mother Teresa was recov- 
ering well. 

Doctors at the B.M. Birla 
Heart Institute here carried 
out an angio^phy test, 
wbid) involves injecting 
dyes into heart arteries to 
enable them to ex amin e 
the flow of blood on video. 

They then performed an 
angioplasty, a technique 
using a miniature balloon 
to clear artery blockages. 

Dr. Chatteijee said; 
"Both the angiography test 
and the angioplasty are 
over, 

"It was a success and she 
is weU." 

Hospital sources said 
Mother Teresa underwent 
the ireatmem around 2.00 
p.m. (08.^0 GMT). 

The Albanian-bom nun, 
who has spent almost 50 
years working as a mis- 
sionary in die Calcutta 
slums, was taken to Wood- 
lands Hospital ^day fol- 
lowing heart failure and 
moved to the heart insti- 
tute Tuesday. • 

It was the third time 
Mother Teresa, who wears 
a pacemaker, had under- 
gone an angioplasty since 
1991. 

She has been in and out 
of hospital since August, 
when she had to be revived 
after her heart stopped 
beating for almost rw'o 
minutes. 


China, India to ease frontier problems 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
and China, which fought a 
border war In 1962. Friday 
initialled an agreement to 
minimise the possibility of 
armed conflict on their 
frontier, the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) reported. 

PTI said the confidence- 
building measure w'os ini- 
tialled by the countries' for- 
eign ministers after talks 
between Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin and Indian 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda. 

Details of the agreement 
were not immediately avail- 
able. 

The border issue is 
viewed as central to prob- 
lems between the two coun- 
tries. home to one-third of 
the world's population. 

Jiang arrived in New 
Delhi Thursday for a state 
visit, the first to India by a 
Chinese president. He will 
leave Sunday for PoJasiun. 
India’s traditional rival. 

PTI said three oihei- .i^ree- 
menis were iniiiallec — on 
preventing illegal drug traf- 
ficking. direct shipping 
links and an Indian con- 
sulate office in Hong Kong 
after mid- 1997. 

"India and China today 
agreed to take vital confi- 
dence-building measures to 
minimise the possibility of 
any armed conflict at their 


borders...,’’ it said on the 
frontier pact. 

The two countries fought 
a border war in 1962 and 
troops ore still deployed 
along both sides of the rug- 
ged line of aenjal control. 

India and China signed an 
agreement in 1993 to ease 
tension along their 4.000 
kilometres frontier during a 
visit by former Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao to Beijing. 

In .August 1995. India and 
China agreed to pull back 
their troops from four bor- 
der posts in India's north- 
eastern state of .Arunachal 
Pradesh, pans of which are 
claimed by China. 

PTI gave few details of 
the other agreements but 
said the shipping pact en- 
visaged direct links bet- 
ween the tw'o countries that 
were expected to result in a 
rise in Sino-Indian trade. 

.According to official sta- 
tistics. two-way trade to- 
talled SI. 16 billion in 1995 
after 5895 million in 1994. 

On Thursday. Jiang and 
Indian President Shankar 
DayaJ Sharma said friendship 
bcrtsren their countries could 
be a key to world peace. 

"1 am convinced that the 
Chinese and Indian people.s 
joining together will be a 
great force and an important 
guarantee for peace in Asia 


and the world at large." 
Jiang said. 

Sharma also made an ap»- 
pareni reference to China's 
ftiendship with Pakistan, say- 
ing new delhi was concerned 
by actions that adversely 
afrecicd regional security’. 

Paki.stan ha.s enjoyed 
close relations with China 
since the 1960s. In recent 
years, the two countries 
have been accused of secret 
nuclear and missile deals, 
which both have denied. 

Sharma said India was 
prepared to work with Chi- 
na to resolve difference.s on 
the bounduiy issue. 

On lies between India and 
China, one western diplom.xt 
said; "Indian policy makers 
generally agree that China i.s 
a problem to be managed. 

’The strategy Is to try' to 
build elements of stability 
into the relationship that 
will surv ive ups and downs 
and any change in Chinese 
policy.” 

China said Friday it had 
not and would not supply 
nuclear weapon.^ iir technol- 
ogy to Pakistan, a official 
spoke.smon .said. 

Chine.se foreign niij.istry 
spokesman, She“n Guot'eng, 
who i.s accompanying 
President Jiung to India, 
said Beijing would not sell 
nuclear weapons to "any 
region or country." 


Rebels vow to kill top Cambodian officials 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Khmer Rouge hanlliners 
Friday vowed to target 
senior officials of the once 
communist Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP) for 
assassination, including co- 
Premier Hun Sen. 

"We must not wait for 
<Hun Sen) to come to crush 
us easily. We must crush 
him first," said an announc- 
er for the clandestine radio 
of the hardline guerrillas, 
whose numbers have been 
dwindling in recent months 
through ^fections. 

The report said Khmer 
Rouge hardliners also hud 
plans to ambush top offi- 
cials of Hun Sen's CPP par- 
^ in Phnom Penh, includ- 
ing co-minister of interior 


Sar Kheng. co-minisier of 
defence Tea Bunh. and na- 
tional police cliief Hok 
Lundi. 

The CPP, which ran the 
former Communist regime, 
and the Royalist Funcinpec 
formed a coalition govern- 
ment after May 1993 polls. 

"We must crush iCPP offi- 
cials.) and lake over some 
areas," the radio report said, 
referring to the northwest 
towns of Siem Reap. Siso- 
phon and Battambang. 

Hun Sen, whose brother- 
in-law' was gunned down by 
unknown assailants earlier 
this inunth. said on state 
television Thursday that 
Khmer Rouge hardliners 
wanted to kill him. but that 
he "is not a larcet whom 


they con .<«hooi easily." 

TTie Khmer Rouge, which 
led the brutal 1^75-1979 
"kilting Fie!d.s’’ regime in 
which more than u million 
Cambodian.s died from tor- 
ture, execution. Jisca.se or 
overwork, have been weak- 
ened by u wave of defec- 
tions in recent months. 

About S(30 to 2,000 of the 
Maoist guerrillas loyal to 
leader Pol Pot are e.stim:(ied 
to remain at their base at 
Anlong Veiig near the Thai 
border. 

The Khmer Rouge signed 
a U.N.-brokered peace "puct 
in 1991 but later reneged on 
the deal. They boycotted the 
1993 general elections and 
have been fighting the coai- 
tion government ever since. 
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Consumer watch 


AS SUPPLIERS of different goods and com- 
modities catch up \rith aggressive marketing 
techniques, consumers are finding themselves 
bombarded with advertisements that often 
attach to materials on offer qualities they do not 
have. Citizens are also tempted to purchase cer- 
tain products by heavy' advertisements that 
promise prizes that are often exaggerated. 
Children are especially targetted. Sales are often 
unreal, with prices going down by (ess than 10 
per cent of the announced discounts. 

Consumers need protection. 

The government must take a leading role in 
providing this protection. False information 
about products must be punishable by law. A cit- 
izen has the right to know what he or she Is buy- 
ing. Companies offering prizes upon the pur- 
chase of their products must not be allowed to 
mislead consumers about the number or value of 
the prizes. 

But the government cannot do it all. Free mar- 
kets usually develop their own mechanisms for 
the protection of consumers. Civic groups are a 
necessity in free markets where it is hard for the 
individual to make the right decision amidst 
aggressive marketing and a high number of 
choices. The Jordan Consumer Society has done 
little in this regard. It can activate its work and 
start serving the purpose for which it was creat- 
ed. The society had a m^or success when It 
called on Jordanians to boycott coffee when local 
-merchants refused to lower their pricey In light 
of the decrease of the price oh the ihtem'ational 
, market.; There is no reason why this sucxress can- 
.not be repeated. 

The society can work on two fronts. First, it 
can disseminate information about products 
and can call for consumer action against mer- 
chants and companies that mislead the public. 
Secondly, it can pressure the government into 
issuing regulations and laws that protect con- 
sumers against all sorts of illegal and unethical 
advertising. 

Free markets have their many advantages. But 
they also have many ills which could reflect neg- 
atively on the consumers. Stricter regulations 
are needed to maximise the advantages and min- 
imise the disadvantages. But more civic action 
and more consumer awareness are also needed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's visit 
to the Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank 
constitutes further reui?irTnacjon of his uegressive and 
anti-peace policies which have clashed wilh the world 
community's will, said Mahmoud Rimjwj. a writer for 
A1 Ra*i daily. Mr. Netanyahu's deci*iion to build more 
settlements and to beef up the existing ones drew criti- 
cism from the Americun state department, was con- 
demned by the Arab countries and the Palestinians and 
deplored by the European nations as obstructing the 
path of durable peace, in total disregard to the rights of 
the Palestinians, the international legitimacy and U.N. 
resolutions, said the writer. Mr. Netanyahu claimed that 
the expansion of the settlements was a result of the nat- 
ural growth of the settlement population, ignoring the 
fact that the Jewish settlements have been illegally set 
up on occupied territory, said the writer. Coinciding 
with Mr. Neianyahu'.s vi.slt. Jewish settlers in the 
Hebron ;jreu met Palestine leader Yasser Arafat, .stre.ss- 
ing their desire to coexi.si with the Palestinians and sup- 
porting an Israeli redeployment in the Hebron region, 
said the writer. He said this development portrays Mr. 
Netanviihu us more extremist in his policies than the 
settlers themselves and acting a.s if he were advocating 
the Jewish settlements' ideology, in contravention of ail 
international principles. 


COMMENTING ON the Iraqi-U.N. agreement on the 
implementation of U.N. Resolution 9S6 allowing Iraq 
to sell oil in exchange of food and medicine, u writer 
for.AI Dustour .said that the deal marked a signiricont 
development and signalled the return of Iraq to the fold 
of the world communi^'. It is natural for Jordan to 
express delight over dus development, as the agree- 
ment is bound to alleviate the sufferings of the Iraqi 
people, said Saleh Qallab. By exporring its oil to buy 
food and medicine. Iraq will gradually regain its posi- 
tion among the oil-exerting nations and the world 
community of nations, he said. Iraq is exhausted by the 
crippling embargo and its economy has been paralysed 
due to lack of iVvenues that would buy the necessities 
of the Iraqi people, continued the writer. He said Iraq 
can no longer swim against the current, neither can the 
country' defy the whole world and therefore it has to 
accept the new focLs and deal with the regional and 
international situation.s realistically and objectively, 
said the writer Having accepted all U.N. lenns. and 
Implemented all U.N. rcsolutioas. added the writer. 
Iraq deseix'es to regain its status once 'again and it is 
hoped that the United States would refrain from finding 
excu.ses to ju.stify further delays in the implememation 
of U.N. resolutions. 


Jordanian Perspective ByPr-MusaKenam 

Oil-for-food is good news for Iraq, but it is not enough 


JUDGING FROM the way things look today, it seems 
likely that Iraqi oil will start flowing to the international 
market before the end of the year, for the first lime since 
international Lsanctions deprived Baghdad from vital oil 
revenues in 1990, Hopefully, everything will be in place 
and in order by then to ensure that the proceeds from the 
limited SI billion sale of oil every' three months is chan- 
nelled to feeding and treating the suffering fr^i people. 

In strict business terms, Jordanians ore no dliferent from 
the re.st of the international community in trying to secure 
Iraqi import orders for food and medicine, and related 
items, as allowed under United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 687. In addition, most of the bulk cargo, carried 
on vessels of more than 25,000-tonne capacity, is expect- 
ed to be routed through Aqaba, tlius benefiting the stagnant 
transport sector of the IGngdom. We do have concrete 
assurances from Baghdad in this respect. Furthermore, our 
active private .sector organisations, led by the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, have signed agreements worth sub- 
stantial amounts of exports to Iraq, both to the government 
and the private sector. Those agreements are most likely to 
make up for the reduction in the amount of exports cov- 
ered under the official Jordanian-lraqi trade protocol. 

It is a safe assumption that Jordan opened a new page in 
its relations widi Iraq in August this year. The new rela- 
tionship was further consolidated by the meeting His 
Majesty King Hussein held with Moheiddin Marouf. an 
Iraqi vice-president representing the Kurdish community 


of Iraq, early this month in Amman when the King 
receiv^ ftora Mr. Marouf a message sent by President 
Saddam Hussein. 

However, the new relationship does not entail Jordanian 
:;ilence over the suffering of the Iraqi people. In this con- 
te.xt. we in Jordan are immensely happy for the oil-for- 
food deal that Baghdad and the United Nations are poised 
to implement. We would still be happy even if the deal did 
not mean business for Jordanian.^, since our concern, first 
ujui foremost, has always been over the hunger and dis- 
ea»:s besetting our neighbours. 

That concern also translates into anxiety to see the 
removal once and for aJI of the crippling sanctions 
imposed on Iraq. The oil-for-food deal should not be 
allowed to become a permanent feature of the Iraqi econ- 
omy and the overall political scene in the Middle The 
United Nations Security Council should not remain 
hostage to the political designs of any country which might 
have suntegic interests to ensure that the yoke of the sanc- 
tions remains on the Iraqi shoulders. 

What we have seen over the years is the goal post being 
pushed further everytiroe Iraq complies with demands of 
tte United Nations as enshrined in the ceasefire resolution 
that ended the Gulf war over Kuwait. The latest argument 
put up by the U.N. arms Lnspi^tors is that Iraq could still 
be hiding up to 16 Scud missiles. We are sure that if the 
contention is true and Iraq produces the so-called hidden 
missiles tomorrow, something else will come up the day 


a fter (hat would be used to block the issuance of a clean 

bill of health for Iraq. .k k ^ 

Having said that, we cannot brush aside the bad record 

that Iraq has with the United Nations S^ci^ Commission 
lUNSCOM) in charge of destroying s weapons of 
mass weapons and eliminating Iraq s ability to produce 
them since early 1991. However, we all saw new thinking 
emerging in Baghdad, leading to the disclosure of ludden 
details of the country's secret weapons programme in late 
1995 following the defection of Hussein Kamel and his 
brother. 

But UNSCOM and the powers at large do not seem to 
acknowledge the change in thinking in Baghdad. That is 
what is bothering not only us in Jordon but all those who 
would like to see Iraq's return to its rightful place in the 
regional and international scenes. 

We cannot but reiterate that the powers that control the 
workings of the United Nations Security Council should 
spell out in clear terms what they expect of Iraq. The con- 
dition for lifting the sanctions on Iraq is Baghdad’s com- 
pliance with United Nations Security Council resolutions: 
then it is should be made clear and undertaken without any 
ambiguity that the sanctions will be lifted immediately 
after Iraq meets these conditions. 

So, what we need is clarity from those powers. As long 
as clarity is missing from their approach to Iraq, the suf- 
fering of the Iraqi people will continue. And that is not 
something we in Jordan are willing to accept. 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Israel’s settlement programmes show no peaceful intentions 


REVIEWED BY 
ELLA NASRALLAH 


THE LOCAL dailies last 
week gave prominence To 
the settlement programmes 
announced by the Lrkud- 
led government in Israel, 
the beginning of the end of 
the embargo on Iraq and 
domestic issues, among 
other topics. 

Israel's announcement of 
new Jewish settlement pro- 
grammes in the occupied 
Syrian Golan Heights and 
plans to build more settle- 
ments in the Palestinian 
lands are tantamount to a 
declaration of war on the 
Arab Nation, said a writer 
for A1 Ra'i, 

The Arab countries have 
no. ahemative but to stop 
, their plan& for any negotia- 
tions with. Israel at the 
moment and focus thejr 
attention on the political 
battle against the Jewish 
state, exposing iLs illegal 
measures to the world, .said 
Mahmoud Riniawi. 

The writer 


designed to starve the 
Palestinian people, stud the 
writer. 

The Palestinian leader- 
ship has no alternative but 
to expose Israel's illegal 
measures and Netanyahu's 
government's non-abidance 
by the Oslo agreements, he 
said, adding that through 
this strategy the 
Palestinians aim at ftifther 
isolating the present Israeli 
government ^ exercising 
pressure that couid result in 
a change in the present sit- 
uation. 

Syria has all the right to 
demand a clear Israeli com- 
mitment to evacuating the 
occupied Arab lands 5n the 
Colon before accepting to 
resume peace negotiations, 
said a writer for Al Ra'L 

For one xhing. Israel has 
only been issuing thnrats 
and not offering any peace 
bids to the Syiians and for 
another, the Syrians seem 
to have learnt a lesson from 
the current Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations 


olutions have been imple- 
mented in full. 

Hie writer said that the 
Arab and Islamic countries 
seem to be convinced that 
the sanctions should be ter- 
min^d and all that they 
need now is lo take a polit- 
ical decision to end this 
tragedy. 

Another Al Dustour 
writer. Yasser Zautreh. 
strongly criticised the 
United States for its ongo- 
ing plots against the 
Sudanese government and 
people. 


The writer said the United 
States has allocated $20 
million annually to arm the 
separatist groups fighting 
(he Khartoum government 
and has Imposed an embar- 
go., on Sudan. in, a. bid to 
bring do^ its Islamist 
regime. 

In its current drive agoin.si 
Sudan. Washington aims at 
replacing the Khartoum 
government with one that 
would collaborate with 
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Syrian lead- 
ership ought 
to launch a 
similar 

diplomatic offensive aimed 
al exposing the Netanyahu 
govemmem’s defiance of 
the L^N. resolutions that 
call for the exchange of 
land for peace and an end to 
occupation, said the writer. 

To back such offensive, 
the Arab countries at large 
should spare no effort in 
conveying the message to 
rhe United Nations, the 
major world powers, and 
seek a comprehensive .solu- 
tion to the problem based 
on L’.N. Securirs Council 
Re.solution 242 and the 
principles of the 1991 
Madrid peace conference. 

A writer for .A) Dustour 
reflected on the 
Palestinian-Isnieli negotia- 
tions over Hebron and said 
they do not represent mere 
procedural mutters con- 
nected with Israel's 
dcmand.s with regard to 
“hot pursuit, the weapons 
of the Palestinian police 
and joint patrol opera- 
tions". 

Hamadeh Forauneh .said 
that these negotiations in 
which Israel is demanding 
the right lo control the life 
of ihe .Arabs in their own 
homeland touch the vciy 
heart of Palestinian sover- 
eignly and infringes on the 
rights of the Palestinian 
people to handle their own 
life affairs. 

In order to force the 
P'alesiinian leadership to 
accept its humiliating terms 
the Israeli government is 
lightening the blockade on 
the Palestinian territories 
and pursuing further acts 
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which ore leading nowhere, 
said Salah Jorrar. 

Israel has been claiming 
that i( wants peace with 
S)Tia and desires to resume 
the negotiations with 
Damascus to achieve th.it 
goal. according to the 
writer. But Israel has 
offered no constructive 
plan to achieve that goal, 
neither has it expresst^ its 
commitment to w’ithdraw 
from the Syrian heights 
occupied since 1967. te 
added. 

*rhe w’liier said that Israel 
has only to declare openly 
its intention lo withdraw all 
its forces from the S.vrian 
heights and stop its threats 
levelled against Damascus 
in order to lure the SyrioiLs 
to the neemiatins table. 


Israel and the United States 
in forming what 

Washington calls the new 
Middle East order, charged 
the writer. 

He .said that the enemies 
of the Arab Nation hope in 
create a Sudiine.se- 
Ethiopian alliance that 
would exercise pressure on 
Egypt through controlling 
the waters of the River Nile 
to ensure that the U.S.- 
Isracli ^licic.x are imple- 
mented in the region. 

The p!ot.s against Sudan 
and the other Arab coun- 


Commenting on the 
U.N.-Iruq accord allowing 
Iraq to Man scilinc oil in 
order to purchase food and 
medicine, a writer for Al 
Dustour said that (he 
accord consiiruies the first 
breach in the wall of the 
embargo that has been 
clamped on the Iraqi people 
since 1990. 

Mohtuitmud Kuwash said 
that calls on the Arab coun- 
tries. coming frotn the 
United Arab Emiraicx. lo 
end the embargo and accept 
Iraq once again into the 
Arab fold should be heeded 
by other .Arab leaders. 

He said that the United 
States has been imposing 
stars ation and sufferings on 
the Iraqis in the name of the 
United Nations whose res- 


incs arc very senous 
indci^. said the writer who 
ur^d the Arab .xUitcs to 
take collective actions to 
fend off the looming dan- 
ger. 

Fabed Fanek. a writer for 
Al Ru'i. claimed that 
women in Jordan face con- 
tinuous persecution ul the 
hands of men and of the 
prevailing laws. 

Referring to a recent sur- 
vey. the writer said that 12 
per cent of ^vomcn are pre- 
vented from going out ai 
oil, 27 per cent jire prevent- 
ed by men from visiting 
neighbours or going out 
shopping, and bb per cem 
are prohibited from visiting 
relatives outside (heir own 


(own.s. 

He also noted that the sur- 
vey shows that 88 per cent 
of the women are not 
allowed to pursue .siuJje.s 
abri>ad and that 6.1 per cent 
of women ure forced to don 
the Islamic Sharia dress 
covering them from top to 
toe. 


The majority of women in 
Jordon are deprived of 
inheriting their husbands' of 
fathers' property, according 
to the writer who cited a 
recent statistical study as 
showing that women in 
Jordan own only 1.5 per cent 
of the real estate. 


At the same time, he said 
that the women in Jordan 
earn the equivalent of only 
two thirds of men's wages 
for the same kind of work, 
are deprived of the right to 
obtain a passport without 
their husbands’ approval 
and only 11 per cent of 


Jordanian women are 
employed in work outside 
their homes. 

He said that the meniali^ 
of men and their behaviour 
towards women should 
drastically change if real 
socio-economic develop- 
ment is to be achieved. 


LETTERS 


No shame in receiving 


To the Editor: 


TWO YEARS ago. when T was visiting 
my family in Jordan. I read a letter to the 
editor where a gentleman wondered what 
it would rake to change Jordan's position 
fronfi a ebuntry considered as developing, 
or •’niird World, to' one of the industri- 


alised nations. Among his recommenda- 
tions was minimum wages. At the time I 


was tempted lo give my point of view, 
having left Jordan for Canada 30 years 
ago. I still think about that letter and. on 
the .second anniversary of an experience I 
had in Jordan. I decided to write despite 
the lapse of time. 

Shortly after that visit. 1 returned to join 
my brothers and sisters in Amman to bid 
final farewell to our father. Emile 
Abboud. affectionately known os Abu 
George. All those who knew my dad will 
always remember him as a gentle man 
who dedicated his life to his family and to 
his passion — education. He drilled into 
us the fact that education is an asset that 
no enemy can take away — a sentiment 
.shared by many, particularly the thou- 
sands of Pale.siinians who left their mate- 
rial po.sse.ssions behind. 

He .solicited money from the business 
community to ononymou.sly pay the 
tuition of those bright students whose par- 
ents could not afford to send them to pri- 
vate schools. I especially cherish the will- 
ingness with which he gave me his bless- 
ing when I decided to emigrate to Canada 
to follow my dream despite the admoni- 
tion of many of his fiends. I know how 
painful it must have been for him to let 
me go. 1 will be eternally grateful for I 
loved and re.spccted my dad too much to 
go against his wishes. This is the kind of 
mun wc wished to honour after his death. 

We decided that the most fitting tribute 
to my dad would be to establish a schol- 
arship in his name: to have his name 
linked to education in death os it was dur- 
ing his life. I wanted to have a plaque dis- 
played at the college where he spent most 
of his life and where every year we would 
add a little brass plate with \he name of 
the student chosen lo rceeive such on hon- 


To my dismay. I was informed that we 
W'ould not be allowed lo di.splay the reetp- 
ieiii.s' names u.s this would indicate that 
they are needy and it would embarra.ss 
them. This semiment was echoed by vari- 
ous individuals in the business communi- 
ty. I could have insisted that rhe scholar- 
ship be esiabli.shcd in Canada, where such 
ineniuliry does nut exist. However, I 
know that my dad would rather see a stu- 
dent from “his" benefit and .so the .schol- 
arship was established and the chosen stu- 
dent is now in his second year. 

I am fully aware that one does not pub- 
licise any charitable work: it was only 
after his deadi that we discovered the 
extent of lUids philanthropic work. The 
Inieni is not lo cause any embarrasstneni 
lo anyone. However, this is a scholarship 
established in memory of my father and 
his many contributions to the community: 
it should be accepted with pride as a 
reflection of one'.s academic achieve- 
ment. 

i contrast the mentality and attitude dis- 
played in Jordan to tho.se in Canada. Our 
sons have won many memorial scholar- 
ships; every lime a pFCseniulion was pub- 
licly made to them, regardless of the 
amount, sometimes a.s little a.s $100. their 


names appeared oo school plaques and 
often in newspapers; ribbons, testunooi- 
als and small plaques ore proudly dis- 
played in their rooms. Do we feel 
ashamed or embarrassed? We feel very 
proud that their accomplishment are 
being hoted and'rewarded.” ' 

What' builds a country is the strength of 
its people, their strong convictions, their 
willingness to'Wofk and Sacrifice. Stones 
and moitar may impress the passers-by 
but they do not a civilisation make. 
Whenever 1 am in Jordan. I get into argu- 
ments about the country having come a 
long way where I am reminded of the 
boulevards, the villus, the new hotels, 
etc.: bow well we are doing compared to 
"poor” or backward countries. >\^y can- 
not we compare ourseIve.s to tho.se who 
have excelled? 

Alas. I long for the Jordan I knew thirty 
year.s ago w'hen people were not as mate- 
rialistic, when values reflected one’s her- 
itage, one's education, when people spent 
within their means and did not bankrupt 
themselves trying to keep up with the 
Jones's. Arabs are very proud people and 
this is commendable, but what I consider 
“false pride" is both detracting and 
destructive. 

I have and still declare with pride that 
the only way pareni.s could have afforded 
to send us to a French boarding school 
was through the school subsidising our 
tuition fees because we were good stu- 
dents. We appreciated the generosity of 
friends who drove us to and from 
Jerusalem with their daughters so we did 
not have to spend money on travel. Is 
there a shame in that? On the contrary. I 
sill tell fellow Canadians how my parents 
sacrificed in order to send all five of u.s to 
private schools, how they may have had 
meal in their meals once or twice a 
month. Did w'e feel deprived? No wav! I 
have nothing but the happiest memories ' 
of my childhood. I am very glad that I 
was able to instill such values in our boys 
so they know the value of money. My 
boys will never be able to understand why 
a plaque bearing “Sido's” name and the 
recipient of the .scholarship cannot be 
proudly displayed at the school where be 
•spent the best years of his life. 

It is only when people are comfortahie 
with themselves that society will leam to 
graciously accept a .scholarship or help of 
any kind; when they have .self-esteem that 
they can Man building the country so it 
can proudly take its place among the 
industnalised nations. By no means, is 
this a refiection on the recipient of the 
scholarship — rather it is a societal 
malaise. 

I hope ihis will be taken in the spirit it's 

A A®" TT constructive criticism. 

Anerall, even eagles need a push.” 
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By Matt Crenson 
The Associated Pres.^s 

NEW YORK — Unulihis 
year, oscronomers hud to 
njni “Star Wars" if they 
wanted to witness events 
that happened a long time 
ago in a galaxy far, fur 
away. 

But now they can view 
[uke skywalker's neck of 
[he universe with tele- 
scopes rather than vers. A 
deceptively simple astro- 
nomical technique is pin- 
pointing galaxies so dis- 
tant that their light has 
spent most of the uni- 
verse's history travelling 
10 Earth. 

Using the new tech- 
nique. astronomers have 
.spent much of this year 
watching ancient worlds 
pup out of the sky like 
fireworks. So far they've 
identified about JOO 
galaxies so disiani that 
Earthbound obserx'ers .see 
[he star clusters as they 
were when the universe 
was less than a quarter of 
its present age. And there 
are hundreds more to 
come. 

“It's as if you could 
look out and see 
dinosaurs somehow walk- 
ing on the face of the 
E^." said Jim Peebles, 
an astronomer at Prince- 
ion University. 

Many of the ancient 
galu.xies identified in the 
last year come from a .sin- 
gle ^tronomical snapshot 
— the Hubble deep field. 
The Hubble telescope 
spent 10 days in Decem- 
ber trained on one small 
patch of sky. and brought 
into focus some of the. 
faintest a.stronomjcal 
objetts' ever seen. ■ 

Rej^ns of distant 
galaxies are coming in 
such great numbers that 
many astronomers 
believe they soon may be 
able to address the ques- 
tion of how galaxies are 
bom. 

“Thai's been the big 
mystery up to now'," said 
Robert Williams, director 
of the Space Telescope' 
Science Institute in Balti- 
more. 

Astronomers have 
known for about 70 years 
that the milky way. the 
spiral-shaped swarm of 
too billion stars where we 
live, is but one galaxy 
among billions. But how 
such galaxies came to be 
is a Tough nut to crack, 
because the galaxies most 
relevant to Oiat issue are 
the farthest away. 

Far-ofF objects are 
important to understand- 
ing the universe's past 
brcau.<;e, in astronomy, 
distance equals age. It 
lakes about 50 minutes 
for light to travel from 
Jupiter to Earth, for 
example. So when earth- 
lings observe the solar 
system's largest planet, 
they see it as it was near- 
ly an hour earlier. 

Similarly, the nearest 
star to the sun. Proximo 
Centauri, is 4.3 light- 
years away. So people 
^ing at it tonight will 
see it as it actually was in 
July 1992. 

astronomers 
make a picture like the 
Hubble deep field, what 
they get is a soup of faint 
galaues. most of which 
are fairly nearby and a 
precious few that are so 
distant they appear as 
they were when die uni- 
verse was still wet behind 
die ears. The trick is to 
tell which galaxies are 

which. 

“There are galaxies 
everywhere, and the prob- 
lem is finding the needles 
in die haystack,'' said 
Hany Ferguson of the 
Space Telescope Institute. 

In the past, figuring out 
^ distance to a galaxy 
has meant spreading the 
oljjeci’s image out into a 
3*ectrum. tile way a prism 
nmaks .sunlight into the 
colours of £e rainbow- 
analysing the spectnim's 
colours reveals how far 


away the galaxy is. But 
that’s difficuli, if not 
impusbible, for the most 
distant and faintest 
objects because there just 
i.sn't enough light to work 
with. 

To overcome that prob- 
lem. u number of 
astronomers have spent 
the last few years devel- 
oping a shorthand way to 
analyse the light coming 
from distant objects. 
Rather than smear the 
light our into a rainbow, 
they take multiple pic- 
tures of the same thing in 
three or four differem 
colours. 

The Hubble deep field 
was actually four pho- 
lugraphs — one each in 
red. blue, infrared and 
ultraviolet. The lust two 
aren't literally colours. 
becau.se ihe>’’Vc beyond 
the range of the human 
eye. but to telescopes 
they're the same thing. 

Tbe most distant galax- 
ies simply don't show up 
in one or more of the 
colours. A galu.\y that 
can't be seen in the ultra- 
violet, for example, is at 
least distant enough to 
appear as it was when the 
universe was one-fourth 
its present age. .And if a 
galaxy disappears in both 
the ultraviolet and the 
blue pictures, it's even 
older than that. 

“U’s really not any kind 
of spectacularly revolu- 
tionary idea. It's just a 
simple idea that works." 
said Charles Steidel. one 
of the central figures in 
the effort to develop the 
new distance-measuring 
method. 

The method -works - not 
just with Ciuting-edge 
technology, but also with 
telescopes that don't often 
make headlines, such as 
the four-metre atop Kill 
Peak in southern Arizona. 
Using that telescope, Stei- 
de) said, he already has 
found hundreds of poten- 
tially ancient galaxies. 

“It's essemially a 100 
per cent successful tech- 
nique," said Mark Dickin- 
son of the space telescope 
institute. “In one year, 
we've suddenly out- 
stripped all the samples 
known before by huge 
factors." 

Using the Hubble deep 
field. a trio of 
astronomers from New 
York and Spain claims to 
have found what could be 
the most distant and old- 
est galaxy ever seen. Thai 
galaxy appears as a barely 
discernible .speck in only 
one of the four Hubble 
deep field photos — the 
Infrared one. 

TTiai suggests that the 
speck of light was pro- 
duced less ^an a billion 
years after the big bang, 
when the universe was 
still in diapers, the 
astronomers w'ho discov- 
ered the galaxy claim. But 
other astronomers have 
reacted sceptically to that 
a.s.sertion. suggesting their 
colJeague.s may have 
pushed the shorthand 
method too far. 

The real power of the 
new yardstick isn't in 
finding galaxies for the 
record books anyway, 
astronomers point out. 
They’re more excited 
about the possibility of 
characterising everyday 
sala.xies at each stage of 
tile universe's history, the 
way archaeologists study 
ancient artefacts over suc- 
cessive prehistoric 

epochs. 

With their current col- 
lection, astronomers 
already have confirmed 
that one major cla,ss of 
i’ala.xies. the eJlipiicals, 
Formed before spirals 
such as the milky way. 
And they've found that 
there was no single dra- 
matic era when all the 
galaxies simultaneously 
formed. It seems to have 
been a gradual process 
that went on for billions 
of years. 


Mohammad Amin — ‘enormous fun 
to work with and formidable competitor’ 


By Colin Blanc 


WHEN ETHIOPIA’S long 
civil w:ir reached u climax 
in 1991, the cameraman 
Mohammad “Mo" Amin, 
who has died aged 52 in the 
hijacked Ethiopi,in airliner 
crush off the Comoros 
Islands, was filming the 
rebel take-over of Addis 
Ababa and the shelling of 
the imperial palace. Mo hud 
dramatic pictures but .since 
the airpurt and iclevi.sion 
station were closed, he 
couldn't get them out. He 
convinced colleagues in 
Nairobi that if they flew to 
juin him he w'ould make 
sure it was safe to land. I 
was aboard that plane. As 
ue made our approach. Mo 
w'u.s still negotiating with 
the military to have buse.s 
removed from the runway. 
We landed safely. Just as 
imponantiy from Mu's 
viewpoint he now hud an 
aircraft to take his footage 
to the ouLside W'orld. When 
a rival broadcaster tried lo 
put his pictures on the 
same chartered plane. Mo 
would have none of it. He 
could be charming to work 
with but utterly ruthless if 
he thought he could put one 
over on the opposition. 

Mo Amin .spent more than 
30 years covering Africa’s 
troublespois, but he was 
closely identified with one 
story in particular — iltc 
19S4 Ethiopian famine. Mo 
w'ON shooting for the Vis- 
news agency at the lime and 
Michael Buerk was report- 
ing for the BBC. Amin's 
pictures and Bueik's com- 
mentary produced some of 
the decade's most powerful 
television reports, provoked 
an international outcry and 
led to an unprecedented 
relief efibn, including Bob 
Geldof's Live Aid, concert. 
No one else could have 


covered the famine as Mo 
Amin had. Buerk tuld me. 
He bullied and wheedled 
the Etliiopion authorities to 
get them there and wouldn't 
take no for an answer. 

After 1984, Mo continued 
to cover East Africa from 
his Nairobi base. He was at 
the centre of the foreign 
press corps, fiercely com- 
petitive and a master at 
overcoming bureaucratic 
obstacles in a continent 
where gening to the story 
is often the most difficult 
Job. 

Ten day.s after the 1991 
Addis Ababa take-over, as 
Ethiopia's new rulers began 
imposing order, a huge 
ammunition dump caught 
fire on the edge of the city. 
The fire burned during the 
night and although few 
journalists had iranspun. 
Mo had “borrowed" a taxi 
some days earlier. When 
the curfew ended, a small 
group of us drove to the 
.scene. Mo hud moved hi.s 
filming position for safety 
reasons and there were 
houses on fire all round the 
dump, it w'us a.s we were 
moving from one urea 
cover to another that there 
was an enormous explo- 
sion. 

Mo had his left arm 
blown off; his soundman, 
John Mathai was killed and 
his second cameraman, 
Nick Hughes suffered a 
perforated eardrum. Only 
Michael Buerk and myself 
escaped unscathed. Mo. 
entirely in charjcier, was 
determined to return to 
work. He was fined with u 
bionic arm and had a televi- 
sion camera adapted to 
allow him to continue film- 
ing. 

In recognition of his 
courage and career. Mo 
Amin was ' awarded the 
MBE' in 1992. It was a 


career which began when 
— a.s a schoolboy — he 
hud his first front-page pic- 
ture in the Tanganyika 
Standard in I95S. His 
father had worked for East 
African Railways. Mo went 
on to film the East African 
Rally and paradoxically — 
given his long association 
with the BBC — sold his 
first television footage to 
ITN. 

His life us a television 
new.s cameraman was a 
series of scrapes and 
escapes. He was impri.s- 
oned in Zanzibar: he 

e.scaped from jail in Dor-es- 
Sulaum; he survived an 
unlikely number of road 
accidents. Mo also had — 
most of the time — the 
happy knack of being in the 
right place when a .story 
happened. He is remem- 
bered in Kenya for his cov- 
erage of the assassination of 
government planning min- 
ister Tom Mboya. Mo 
urrived .so quickly he was 
able to Jump into the ambu- 
lance L^ng Mboya to hos- 
pital. 

Mo believed television 
journulibin was worthwhile, 
especially when its glare 
was turned on the short- 
comings of governments. 
He also derived huge enjoy- 
ment from what he did. He 
u.sed to tell, for example, of 
a trip to East Pakistan with 
Panorama. At the border, 
the team could go no fur- 
ther without transport. 

Mo negotiated with flee- 
ing refugees to buy the fire 
engine they were travelling 
on — and his filming expe- 
dition continued in some- 
what unorthodox style. Mo 
drove himself hard and 
often drove his employees 
harder than he should have. 
He ran a publishing compa- 
ny and undoubtedly made 
enemies in business. But 
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Mo valued and maintained 
his friendships. His bio^- 
pher and scriptwriter, Brian 
Tetley died with him in the 
Indian Ocean plane crash. 

Mo Amin was a bucca- 
neering figure, enormous 
fun to work with a formida- 


ble competitor. He had sur- 
vived so much — impris- 
onment, wars, car crashes 
— bis friends were hoping 
that even this time he would 
somehow wade ashore. He 
is survived by his wife, 
Dolly, and son, Salim. 


Mohammad Amin, camera- 
man. bom Aug. 29, 1943, 
died Nov. 23. 1996. 
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Singapore struggles to control cyberspace 


By Chris Johnson 
Reiiftr 

SINGAPORE — Sin^- 
pore. famous for its .social 
order and regulation, is 
struggling to control the 
chaos of the Internet. 

Determined to make the 
tiny city-state “an informa- 
tion hub", in the words of 
Information and Arts Min- 
i.<«ier George Yeo, Singa- 
pore is linking every house- 
hold through a vast network 
of high capacity coaxial 
cables and super-comput- 
ers. 

Once completed. acce.ss 
to the global computer net- 
work will be 1.000 time.s 
fu.ster than through normal 
telephone connections. 

Over 150,000 of Singa- 
pore's 750,000 households 
ore already on line and uJI 
three million people should 
be tied in by 1999. 

But with this information 
revolution comes new chal- 
lenges, testing Singapore'.*; 


famous social order, which 
has been carefully cultivat- 
ed by the ruling People’s 
Action Party (PAP) since 
the country's independence 
in 1965. 

Long used to a strictly 
controlled local press and 
restrictions on many for- 
eign publications. Singa- 
poreans suddenly have vir- 
tually open access to news, 
information, films and. 
most worrying to the 
authorities, pornography. 

This was not the what the 
government hod in mind. 

“We want businessmen to 
invest in the internet and 
develop new .software,” Mr. 
Yeo said in recent inter- 
view. “We wont the depart- 
ment stores and the purvey- 
ors of goods and services to 
make most use of the Inter- 
net." 

Worried by lack of con- 
trol, Singapore has 
announced measures to try 
to curb local access to 
“undesirable" Internet sites. 


The Singapore Broadcast- 
ing Authority (SBA) 
licences Just three Internet 
Service • Providers (ISPs) 
for domestic subscribers, 
all units of government- 
linked companies, includ- 
ing state telephone compa- 
ny Singapore Telecom 
Tele.Si. 

All three have installed 
“proxy servers”, giant com- 
puters capable of blocking 
sites the SBA wants 
banned. 

Singapore-based groups 
wanting to produce pages 
for the Internet's most pop- 
ular forum, the world wide 
web. must also register with 
the sba and can expect care- 
ful vetting if they trespas.< 
into the political or reli- 
gious arena. 

But the anarchic Internet, 
which lacks any central 
uutiioriiy, appears to be 
defeating most attempts at 
control. 

“it is impossible to block 
every site." said ong su 


Mann, editor of the Singa- 
pore edition of “Asia on- 
line" magazine. 

“Some adult sites have 
been blocked — Playboy, 
for example — but if you 
are sonseone that seeks out 
adult sites, all you need to 
do is use a search engine 
(software search device) 
such as yahoo yhoo.O or 
infoseek seek.O and type in 
a word like ’sex' or ‘nudi- 
ty’,” he said. 

A recent key-word search 
in Singapore for sites with 
“sex" in the title found 
22,797 responses, many 
offering free access to 
pornographic pictures, 
videos or interactive chat- 
lines. A similar search for 
“nudity" found S8. 1 00 
sites. 

The biggest problem for 
wouid-be regulators is the 
Internet's size. With world- * 
wide connections fast 
approaching 100 million, 
and new users coining in by 
tens of thousands everv 


day, there are simply too 
many sites to police. 

Even if authorities were 
able to monitor and shut 
down offensive sites as fast 
as they appeared, users 
could simply dodge local 
controls by dialling into an 
Internet node in another 
country at international 
phone rates that are falling 
fasL 

Faced with these hurdles, 
the Singapore authorities 
have decided to pick off 
what they say are the worst 
sites with “mass impact’’ at 
source, while attempting to 
curb access to pornography 
by encouraging control at a 
local level. 

SBA chief executive offi- 
cer Goh Liang Kwang says 
it has banned "just a few 
dozen sites’’, all of them 
pornographic. 

“We want parents and 
teachers to put in their own 
measures like desk-top 
software such as ‘sur- 
fwatch’ and ‘net naruiy'," 


Mr, Goh told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Knowing it cannot block 
the overwhelnung majority 
of sites on the Internet it 
dislikes and realising it is 
impractical to interfere with 
key-word searches, the 
SBA is making a gesture, 
which it hopes Singapore- 
ans will respond to. Mr. 
Goh says. 

On a political level, the 
governing pap has set up its 
own Internet sites to 
counter “misinformation" 
about Singapore. 

But opponents of censor- 
ship scent victory. 

“There is already plenty 
of censorship in Singa- 
pore." said Alex Chacko, 
publisher of several books 
about Singapore life which 
he says have incurred offi- 
cial displeasure. 

“We’ve had problems in 
the past getting reviewed in 
Singapore.. .Now we use the 
IntemeL” 


Unruly passengers pose growing problem 

for U.S. airlines 


By Randolph E. Schmid 

The Assucitilcd Prv.ss 

WASHINGTON — A 
drunken, knife-waving pas- 
senger forces a flight to 
make an unscheduled stop 
in Tennessee. A Saudi 
princess is accused of 
choking a siewarde.ss on a 
night to Bo.ston. A passen- 
ger fights with crew mem- 
bers and tries to open a 
door, forcing an emeigcncy 
landing in Ohio. 

What's going on in 
America's .skies? 

Thut’.s a question, being 
pondered by the airline 
industry: The Federal Avia- 
tion Administration (FAA) 
ha.s just issued an advisory 
circular to airline.s on deal- 
ing with the growing num- 
ber of unruly passengers. 

“We are seeing that (inci- 
dents) are more serious as 


well as more frequent, ’’ 
said Jill Gallagher of the 
Association of Flight 

.Aticndunis. "We cun only 
guess at the rca.sons." 

' The FAA's advi.sory cir- 
cular on unruly passengers 
recommending that turllnes 
establi.sh a formal policy 
for such cases, including 
“zero tolerance" of passen- 
ger misconduct. 

Air crew should be 
encouraged to report prob- 
lem incidents, the FAA 
said, with law enforcement 
auihoritie.s culled in as nee- 
cs.sary. 

“We will not tolerate any 
interference with the vital 
safety functions performed 
by crew members," Linda 
Hall Da.schle, the acting 
FAA admini.siralor. has 
said. 

A coalition of six unions 
repre.scnting flight atten- 


dants met with federal reg- 
ulators this summer to dis- 
cuss the problem and to 
.seek .solutions. 

Tlte FAA said it received 
96 reports of passenger 
interference with crew's in 
1993. 194 reports in 1994 
and 174 lust year. But not 
all cases are reported lo the 
agency. Many are handled 
by crews or police. 

.American turlines said its 
flight attendants reported 
140 physical assaults in 
1995. up from Just 33 the 
year before. On United, the 
number of verbal and phys- 
ical assaults reported to the 
flight attend^ts union 
jumped from 77 to 94 over 
the same period. 

The most common factor 
is u.se of alcohol, Ms. Gal- 
lagher said, but there al.so is 
an increase in general dis- 
satisfaction with seemingly 


minor incidents setting 
people off. 

There has been an 
increase in “aggression and 
lack of restraint” she said: 
it is a “less genteel society 
— not as many manners 
are being used." 

“And it's not one seg- 
ment of society,” she 
added. “We've seen it in 
first class and we've seen it 
in economy." 

In a case last November, 
she said, a flight attendant 
was beaten by a passenger 
who claimed he had been 
bumped with a service cart. 
The attendant said he was 
sorry, she said, “but the guy 
beat him on his ear. Now 
he's having trouble with his 
balance and hearing. He is 
still in physical therapy" 
and cannot work, she said. 
The passenger went to 
court and was sentenced to 


six months unsupervised 
probation. 

Flight attendants are 
trained to uy to defuse 
tense situations. 

But they are not trained 
to defend themselves, and 
often must seek help from 
other crew members or 
passengers. Ms. Gallagher 
said. 

.American Airlines 
recently advised its staff 
that it will stand behind 
them if they want to seek 
civU damages or pursue 
criminal cases against 
uruuly passengers. 

‘'It's simply inexcusable 
for passengers to think they 
con be rude or physically 
offensive to out people," 
American general counsel 
Anne McNamara wrote in 
±e company magazine. 
"Flagship News." 

Witii the new FAA advi- 


sory* circular, ocher airlines 
are likely to follow suit. 

In the Tennessee case, a 
man was subdued by air- 
pon police in Nashville 
who boarded a USAIR 737 
on Sept. 27. He was freed 
on bond pending trial. 

A passenger was arrested 
in Columbu.s, Ohio, after a 
United Airlines flight made 
an emergency landing there 
Aug. 1. His case was dis- 
missed after psychological 
evaluation. 

On Jan. 22, a Saudi 
princess, Salwa Qahanti, 
pleaded innocent in Boston 
to charges of assault and 
interfering with an airplane 
crew. 

She received six months’ 
probation after agreeing to 
pay $500 in court costs. 
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Private capital comes to the aid 
of Mediterranean states 


PARIS- (AFP) — Private 
capita] is increasingly tak* 
ing over irom state funds in 
funding major infrastruc- 
ture projects in countries of 
the southern and eastern 
Mediterranean, a confer- 
ence heard here. 

From Morocco to Turkey 
or Lebanon, ‘“infrastructur- 
al needs are enormous" and 
total $16 billion a year in 
North Africa and the Mid- 
dle East, Jerome Monod, 
director of the Lyonnaise 
Des Eaux told businessmen 
and foreign government 
ministers here Thursday. 

The greatest needs con- 
cerned energy, transport, 
telecommunications, roads 
and water supplies, he told 
Che conference, devoted to 
major projects in the 
M^iterranean bassin. 

In Turkey, demand for 
electricity which now 
totalled ^ billion kilowatts 
per hour was tipped to rise 
to 1 34 billion kw/h in 2000. 
then to 290 billion'within 
the next IS years, he said. 
Regarding water. 43 per 
cent of the Mediterranean 
region had no access to 


potable water, he said. 

The “basic trend is for 
private funding of infta- 
strucrure in all sectors," he 
said. But citing World 
Bank figures indicating that 
goverrunents are only able 
to finance 60 to 65 per cent 
of needs each year. Mr. 
Monod said the “question is 
therefore where to find the 
money". 

While Turkey has 
approved legislation allow- 
ing concessions to be grant- 
ed for projects in which the 
state wishes to minimise its 
own financial layout, other 
countries still find it hard to 
agree to the guarantees 
asked from them and find 
investors reluctant to go 
ahead because of fears they 
will lose money. 

This is the case in 
Lebanon where discussions 
are underway with the 
GTM Oumez-Bouygues 
Consortium to tniild a toll 
motorway — a project cost- 
ing around SI billion which 
would facilitate traffic from 
Syria to Beirut 

In Morocco, negotiations 
are underway widi the 


Lyonnaise Des Eaux on 
electricity and w^r distri- 
bution networks for a total 
of S800 million. The talks 
have run into problems over 
guarantees demanded by 
investors but were on the 
point of succeeding, Mr. 
Monod said. 

He said Mediterranean 
countries now seemed 
resolved to letting the pri- 
vate sector handle a large 
port of their intetrucun^ 
projects. 

The Moroccan private 
sector will be responsible 
for more than a third of pro- 
jects worth “mote than 70 
billion francs" (S14 billion) 
between now and 2000, 
Moroccan Finance Minister 
Mohammad Kabbaj said. 

Mr. Kabbaj recently 
announced the forthcoming 
end of the state's monopoly 
in telecommunications and 
said future fuel-powered 
generating stations in 
Morocco would, be built by 
the private sector. 

In Tunisia, the public sec- 
tor financed only half of the 
S20 billion worth of pro- 
jects undertaken between 


Italy will miss EMU 


deficit target — Prodi 


PARIS (AFP) — Italy cannot 
meet the de8cit target to qual- 
ify in 1997 as a fi^nder of a 
single European currency. 
Italian Prune Minister 
Romano Prodi acknowledged 
here on Friday. 

But he said that he would 
resign if Italy were not 
amoung die founders when 
the single currency was 
launched on Jan. I. 1999, 
implying that the launch con- 
dioons should be interpreted 
in a way which would accept 
Italy. 

In a ^ewspi^le^ interview 
published hours after his gov- 
ernment had agreed to details 
of a special Euro tax, he said: 
“In all honesty, we will ^ to 
3 J per cent (public deficit to 
ouq^t) rather than an exact 
3.0 per cent, mining we will 
be in the range." 

He said: “And then we will 
examine together with our 
European colleagues what we 
need to da” 

Both Germany and France 
“understand tl^t Italy is 
important, and prc^bly 


essential, for monetary 
union.” 

Italy's public delx, or accu- 
mula^ annual public 
deficits, would also exceed 
the qualifying limit of 60 per 
cent of gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) but “we will be 
trending downwards”, he* 
said. 

The Italian debt is rdxHJC 
twice the limit, analysts 
noted. The treaty stares th^ if 
foe debt of a country seeking 
to qualify exceeds the limit, it 
must be on suaainably down- 
ward trend and be tyiproach- 
ing the target 

Mr. Prodi told the 
International Herald Tribune 
that he was ready to t^ 
“exoaordinaiy and supple- 
mentary steps if that is 
deemed necessary” to adueve 
the limit for public deficits 
laid down in the Maastricht 
Treaty for Eccnomic and 
Monetary Union (EMU). 

Repeating tiiat he would 
resi^ if Italy were not among 
the founders, he said: “When 
you put all your chips in one 


basket, there are conse- 
quences." 

The Maastricht Tretuy lays 
down five nuun conditions 
which members of the Euro- 
pean Union must achieve by 
the end of 1997 if they are to 
participate in foe launch in 
1999. 

One of these states that the 
annual public deficit must not 
exceed 3.0 per cent of GDP, 
or must be close to this ratio 
on a sustainable basis,and that 
any breach must be tenqto- 
raryl 

There is controversy in EU 
circles about a growing ten- 
dency of governments to 
engineer special increases in 
taxation, unsustainable cuts in 
expenditure and to use cre- 
ative accounting, to dress 
their books in order to qualify 
in 1997. 

The ' two main tai:^ts of 
such critidsm. which has also 
been raised by the Bundes- 
bank, the European Monetary 
Institute and the German 
finance ministry, are implidt- 
ly Italy and France. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Insect feeler 
5 Kermit. for one 
9 Slightest 

14 Sandwich 
cookie 

15 Actress Turner 

1 6 More than 
adequate 

17 Gives a false 
account 

19 Windshield 
apparatus 

20 Clergymen 

21 Ms. Devifoursl 

23 Reverence 

24 Traditional 
knowledge 

25 Privileges: abbr. 

26 Cor^can patriot 
29 Mental attitude 

31 Flightless bird 

32 Arduous journey 
34 Landed property 
37 Military ietters 
39 Deborah of 

"Melrose Place” 

41 Ethereal 

42 Scamp 

44 Forceful blow 

46 Originally called 

47 U.S. president 
49 Alleviated 

51 Greens group: 
abbr. 

53 Pout 

54 Appendage 

55 Begin again 
57 Shunned 

61 Certain map 

62 Well-known 

64 Mountain ridge 

65 Declare 

66 Blackthorn 

67 Persians 

68 Part of the US 

69 Hardy heroine 
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by Vivian O. Collins 


DOWN 

1 Splendor 

2 Solo 

3 Not as much 

4 Relating to mail 
service. 

5 Emergency light 

6 Pled Piper’s 
concern 


7 Single thing 

8 Braggart 

9 Unruly 

1 0 Jannings of old 
films 

11 Belongs (to) 

12 Frozen rain 

13 Marine birds 
16 Namely 

22 Commands 
24 Pleasant 

26 Lima's country 

27 Cupid 

28 Beat decisively 

29 Dress size; 
abbr. 

30 Letters on a 
schedule 

33 Hostility 

35 Word with frog 
or house 

36 Ogled 

38 Greek letter 
40 Reming or 
Hunter 
43 Residents 
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45 Wading bird 
48 Prohibit 

50 Surrounded by 

51 King of Troy 

52 Category 
54 Turn avmv 


56 Head of France 

57 Grows older 

58 Valley 

59 God of love 

60 Uses henna 
63 Holiday time 


1992 and 1996. said Fethi 
Merdassi, external invest- 
ment secretary. 

In Lebanon, where civil 
war from 1975 to 1990 left 
devastation evaluated at 
$25 billJon, the government 
has appealed to foreign 
investors and to the private 
sector which has put S1.8 
billion into the reconstruc- 
tion efiforc, said Lebanon’s 
' Finance Minister Fuad San- 
iora. 

It is a private firm Solid- 
ere which has been entrust- 
ed wifo the task of rebuild- 
ing the centre of Beirut. 

Ail these countries, many 
of whom are associates of 
the European Union, are 
relying on European aid to 
improve their infia- 
sturctures with the prospect 
of being part of a Large free- 
trade area with the EU in 
2010. 

For 1995. the European 
Investment Bank loaned 
617 million ECUs ($800 
million) for infrasture pro- 
jects in foe Mediterranean 
basin. 


Certificat 
issue for 
Lebanese 
firm a 


success 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
launch of certificates, of 
deposit on the London stock 
maricet for Lebanc»i's largest 
real estate company Solklere 
was a “success." according to 
a SoUdere statement released 
here Thursday. 

“The I;^dhi was complet- 
ed on foe London Sfock 
Exchan^ at a price of SI l.S.„ 
for each certificate of 
deposit, whidi corresponds 
to $ 1 1 5 for each share," ssud 
the statement. 

Each a share corresponds 
to 10 certificates of <kpos.it 
available to foreign investors. 

The statement said after foe 
launch Wednesday the price 
of the certificates hovered 
between SlU and $11.7. 
and that total demand for the 
certificates raised S140 mil- 
lion from international insti- 
tutional investors. 

Merrill Lynch is foe lead 
manager -for the issue 
bundled in cooperation with 
Paribas Capital Markets, Ing 
Barings, Robert Beming and 
Union Bank of Switzerland. 


Peanuts 


Jordan Times,Saturday , November 30, 19^6 




Envoys drop bid to seal 


key world trade text 


GENEVA (R) — Env’pys lo 
the Worid Tra^ Oiganisation 
(WT) on Friday drcpped 
efibrts to complete the text of 
a declaration on global com- 
merce up to the ye^ 2000 to 
be issued by ministers at a 
meeting in Singapore 
next monfo. 

Aftw days and ni^ts of 
heated argument, trade offi- 
cials and diplomats said, the 
envoys agr^ to leave foe 
ministers to decide how to 
deal wifo controversial “new 
issues" like labour standards, 
investment, competition poli- 
cy and texfoe madcets. 

‘This means there is going 
to be a real ding-dong (bottle) 
between north and south in 
Singapore, if what we've 
seen in the last few days here 
is anything to go on." said 
one weary WTO envoy. 


“Whal the ministers will 
have lo deal with ore the 
usual flash-point topics." said 
a trade official. 

Ministers ftom the Geneva- 
based WTO's 125 member 
countries and most of foe 30 
others waiting to be admitted 
are meeting in the Asian city- 
state from Dec. 8-13 for the 
two-year-old body's first 
ministerial conference. 

The declaration, to be 
issued at the end of the gath- 
ering, is supposed to under- 
line their governments' com- 
mitment to press ahead wifo 
opening up national markets 
for goods and services into 
the 21st century. 

Trade officii said WTO 
Oirector-Genecal Renaio 
Ruggiero would now present 
his own r^rt to the mini.s- 
ters, detailing what had been 


agreed and setting out where 
foe disagreements were, leav- 
ing them to finalise foe decla- 
ration. 

The decision to hand foe 
problem over to the ministers 
came in the early hours after 
WTO ambassadors accepted 
there was no chance that ih^ 
could reach accord on their 
own. 

“There are important politi- 
cal issues to be decided and 
only the ministers can really 
take them," said one envoy 
from a major emerging econ- 
omy. 

The bid to complete the text 
in Geneva foundered around 
how' the “new issues”, which 
foe big industrialised powrers 
are keen on pursuing, textiles 
and planned future negotia- 
tions on agricultural trade 
should be handled. 
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FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 30, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righier Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Look to your 
friends today for good 
ideas instead of eq^erts. 
since they could be more 
sympathetic towards you 
making any mistakes. Be 
careful in business aff^ 
later this evening so that 
vou don’t lose your shirt 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Make sure you 
keep promises you have 
ma^ today and don't tty 
to get any new ideas 
ann ounced. Later 
evening will be good for 
you to go out on foe town 
wifo close firiends and 
have a wonderful timf 
together. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Put aside that 
expense which you ques- 
tion today until you have 
more time to study it care- 
fully and determine if it is 
valid. Attend a nice social 
event with your loved one 
later this evening and have 
a wonderful time. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Avoid 
today an outside fellow 
associate who is in the 
mood for a disagreement, 
which you are not anxious 
to get yourself involved i 
uith at this tiine. The j 
I evening can be romantic ' 
for you and your mate so 
take full advantage. 

LJSO: (July 22 to August ' 
2 1 ) More care is nee^ i 
today in the handling of 
your practical career activ- 
ities in order to become 
successful. There is an 
opportunity to become 
more prosperous wifo the 
ad\ice of a knowledge^le 
individual in your comer. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You are 
anxious today to have a 
. good time;noiQatier what, 
however it pould be expen- 
sive, so foiget it and tbeie^ 
by save the money for a 
later time. This evening 
will be good for going to 
recreational activities wifo 
close friends. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get out to 
new and interesting sites 
and pleasures today and 
don’t be hemmed in by 
home prejudices. Later 
you can meet wifo close 
friends and have some fun 
together involved in recie- 
ational activities so you 
can relax. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) A latter 
today could be distutbing 
to you however ^t into 
.some kind of recieatioo 
and feel happier and more 
relaxed for the days ahead. 
Later this evening will be 
good for you to stay borne 
wifo your loved ones. 
SAGirTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Try CO contact today those 
who can give you the 
assistance you need to get 
any career activities in a 
successful direction. For- 
get foe so-called financial 
advisor, which has pHoven 
to be unsuccessful and 
look around for another: 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Pul 
aside your own personal 
desires for the time being 
today and get busy on 
more practical affairs, 
which could result in your 
success. Later this evening 
will be good for seeking 
out knowledgeable per- 
sons for their advice. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) If your 
mate is in a poor mood 
today, keep quiet and 
allow foe mood to change. 
Be happy together later 
this evening when you are 
satisfied that ' your loved 
one is in a more peaceftil 
attitude, which will be 
pleasant. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Steer clear 
today of an irate claw 
friend who is looking out 
for someone to become 
resentful wifo. Get into 
activities later this evening 
which will . bring greater . ^ 
success and prosperity y ■ 
towards yoiy loved ones. 
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Business & Finance 




AFM prices gain more than 2% 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — Prices gained 
more ihan two per cent lust 
tt-eelc ai the Jordanian stock 
rnarkel, where investors 
were buoyed by Iraq’s 
uccepiancc of un oil-for- 
food deal with ihe United 
Nations that is eipected to 
boost Jordanian expuns of 
foodstuff and medicines to 
its eastern neighbour, bro- 
kers said Friday. 

The brokers said investors 
were also encouraged by 
reports Israel had agreed to 
do away with cumbersome, 
lime-consuming proce- 
dures at the crossings 
between the two countries 
and facilitate the entry ot 


Jurdanian goods into the 
Jewish stale us well as to 
the Palestinian territories of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
strip. 

The W’eekly report of the 
.Amman Financial Niarkei 
(AFM> said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was 
S.2 million dinars, up near- 
ly 80 per cent from the pre- 
vious week’s .t.I million 
dinars. 

The AFM report said 4.9 
million shares changed 
hands under 3.639 deals 
during the weeL with daily 
aventoe trading at 1.04 mil- 
lion dinars, compared with 
620.000 dinars iSS74.200i 
of the previous week. 

The oftlctal AFM share 
p.:ce index bused on 6U 



Murad calls for closer 
Jordanian-Pakistani cooperation 


** PRESIDENT of the Federation of Jordanian Chambers 
of Commerce and ilie Amman Chamber of Commerce 
Haidar Murad has described the le^el of trade exchange 
between Jordan and Pakistan a\ unsaiisfacioiy and culled for 
bocftung h. 

At a meeting with a Pakistani trade delegation. .Mr. .Murad 
called for exerting even p^sibie effon ro inciea.se the \ ol- 
ume of trade exchange, which now stands at S20 million. He 
also called for speeding up the process of establishing a 
‘’conuntm Islamic markeL," saying the Karachi-based Islam- 
ic Chamber of Commerce. Industry' und Commothty 
Exchange and the economic committees of the Organisation 
of Islanuc Conference tOIC) can play an active role in that 
regard. 

Funhermexe, Mr. Murad stressed the need for Jordan and 
Pakistan to exchange economic information to acquaint 
traders in the two countries \^‘ith po.<>sihIe fields of coopera- 
tion. 

Mr. Murad said economic cooperation betu-een Jordan and 
Pakistan has become of paramount importance at the present 
in view of economic developments sweeping the world 
arena in general, and Jordan and Pakistan in particular. There 
is a great potential f(ff cooperation between industrialists and 
businesspersons in the two countries at this stage when the 
wo countries are sianing to t^n their economies to the 
world marker and to give rbe private seoor a key role in the 
national economies o£ the mx> countries. He said the Jor- 
danian government has cooperated with the private sector in 
cieadng new edoaomic and fUianctal laws and legislation to 
attract foreign investments to ihe country (Al Aswaq). 


Jordan’s exports, ithports rise 
tangibly this year — report 


** JORDANLAN exports during the first nine months of 
this year rc»e by 7.1 per cem. compared to the same period 
of l^t year, according to a statisrical report prepared by the 
Ministry of Indusny and Trade. The lepon said the l^g- 
dom's exports during the first nine months of this year 
totalled JD 760 million, compared to JD 709.7 million lust 
year. According to the same report, Jordan's exports during 
the same perii^ also rose by 23.5 per cenL The imports 
totalled JD Z339.8 million, compared to JD 1 .893.8 ntiliron 
last year, the report said. It added that this reflects a deficit of 
JD 1398.7 million in the trade balance, on increase of 37.7 
percent compart to last year(AI .Aswaq). 
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(Answers wmorrow) 

Jumbles: REBEL LOGIC 

Answer: What ttia hamburger maker covered 

A LOT OF GROUND 


major companies closed for 
[he week ai 150.05 points, 
up 3.29 points or 2.24 per 
cent from the week's open- 
ing of 146.76 points, the 
report said. 

Sectoral indices showed 
industrials gaining 2.37 per 
cent, services sector shares 
2.38 per cent, stocks of 
commercial bonlu and 
financial institutions by 
2.17 per cent and insurance 
shares 0.26 per cent. 
Indusuials accounted for. 

2.76 million dinars of the 
weekly turnover, followed 
by commercial banks and 
financial institutions with 

1.77 million dinars, serv'ice 
sector companies with 0.68 
million dinars and insur- 
ance firms with 3,100 
dinars, the report said. 

Stocks of 84 companies 
were involved in the week's 
trading, with 55 closing 
w-iih gains, 20 slipping and 
nine remaining stable. 

Brokers said the market 
had taken the upward turn 
over two main events; the 
reports that Israel had 
agreed to allow Jordanian 
irucLs carrying Jordanian 
products (o the Jewish state 
without time-consuming 
Israeli security inspections 
ui ihe border and the Iraqi 
announcement on Monday 
that it was accepting the 
limited oil exports of S2 
billion evcr>' six months in 
return for food and medi- 
cine. 

“The removal by Israel of 
the back-to-back arrange- 
ment is welcome news for 
many Jordanian exporters,” 
said a broker. Under the 
back-to-back arrangements, 
all Jordanian products 
entering Israel had to be 
unloaded ai the crossing 
point and reloaded onto 
Israeli trucks on the other 
side. 

But, added the broker, the 
enthusiasm was not fully 
reflected in last week’s 
trading. “Investors are 
encouraged, but they have 
not really come into the 
market wUh extra funds,” 
said the dealer. 

The new arrangement, 
expected to^take effect in 
December, involves Jordan- 
ian security inspection of 
every vehicle and Israel 
agreed to accept the Jordan- 
ian checks at their face 
value without subjecting 
the cargo to further inspec- 
tions by the Israeli side. 

On the Iraq fronL Jordan- 
ian businessmen have 
already signed agreements 
with the Baghdad govem- 
roem as well as the Iraqi 
private sector to supply 
large quantities of food and 
medicine under the UJ^. 
deal. 

The Iraqi acceptance of 
U.N. terms for ihe deal and 
speeded-up moves at the 
U.N. are expected to allow 
the actual expon of the 
goods for which the agree- 
ments have already been 
signed. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, November 30 , 1996 
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DA JAN 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil ' 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms ^sartment in 
ShmeisanI, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AI Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel; 610605 - 810609 
Fax; 610520 . 


STUmOHiUG 


Prafeslioiisl QiuIim in 
1 Hour Service 


•CLEANING .SEk\'ICES 
HOMF-OI-FICEv 
PUSLIC PLACES 


Develop youri coiottr SId at 
our ibop sad get;- 


-MAINTEN.ANCF SERVICES 
HEATING ,SVSTFJ.jS& 
PLL'MBLNG 


jummo phmt 


•FOR RENT: 

DEUX£\'llJ.Ai;,AND 
FLATS. (Fl.'RNISHEDL 
I’Na'PJsTsHLD 


• Free mulmrpm- 

20x 30 


aKBeiiam.*Opp. Griodliys 
bone: &K>42 


Bank. Phone: 
Swefieb tel: 823891 
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FOR YOUR 
LAdvertisement 

'“TSSS 

fn 

Times 
Call tel: 






667171 ext. 223 


Leonardo da Wnci 

Authentic Italian Culelne 
Estabiiahed 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmelsani 

Tel.; 662441 / 606281 
Free Vailet Parking 
Reseivahon Required 



FOR RENT 


DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


A 


I KL ;6V9369 

FAX : 704414 



*** ***■■ 



©iLs?imip>m 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 

i£mrje/.47'£S ^ families 


SINCE ms 


f SrLCLAL PRICES 
[for longterm - stay 


•ABDOUN. 

TEL. SIOISO, FAX 827113 





OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M-1AJIA 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 


t tttitw Util ulna 
behind Ban Rock 
Hotel 


i Teppanyaki 
I Sashimi 
Sushi 


For Res. 812597-81-1116 
r/ecca Si. Daoud Center 


V J] 
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Sports 


Agassi opts out of Australian 


Open and top 10 


Seles, Becker to defend titles 


MELBOURNE i.R) — 
L^S. Tennis star Andre 
Agassi is likely drop out 
of the world’s top 10 
after deciding not to play 
next year’s Australian 
Open Grand Slam evenL 
Australian tennis offi- 
cials said on Friday. 

Agassi, who won the 
tournament in 1995. has 
decided he needs a break 
from tennis and will 
begin his 1997 campaign 
after the January 13-26 
Australia Open, tourna- 
ment director Paul 
McNamee said in a state- 
ment. 

World Number Eight 
Agassi will however play 
in the Internationa 
Tennis Federation’s $6.0 
million Grand Slam Cup 
in Munich from 
December 2-8. 

.Association of Tennis 
Professionals ( ATP ) 
spokesman Steve Casey 
told reporters he thought 
Agassi would probably 
drop out of the top 10 
after missing the 
Australian Open but 
warned the 2^year-old 
from Las Vegas would 
bounce back quickly. 

“When his confidence 
drops off so does his 
form, but I’m sure he'll 
be back," Casey said. 
"It’s a pattern in his 
career that whenever he 
has poor form, he comes 
back and is absolutely 
unbeatable." 

.Agassi, the gold medal- 
list at this year's Atlanta 
Olympic Games, has 
won lust two matches 
since losing to compatri- 
ot Michael Chang in the 
semifinals of the U.S. 
Open in August. 

Last week he withdrew 
midway through the 
ATP's vear-ending world 
championship in 

Hanover with a stomach 
upset and cold. 

He had earlier been 
fined $50,000 for failing 
to attend two preevent 
functions and was booed 
off the court after his 
straight sets loss to world 
number one Pete Sam- 
pras in the opening 
match of the toumamenr. 

McNamee later told 
reporters he thought 
.Agassi would have ago- 
nised over his decision 



Andre Agassi 

not to come to Australia 
and play in the season's 
opening grand slam tour- 
nament. 

“For Andre, the last 
thing he wanted (was) to 
miss a Grand Slam tour- 
nament but, if you look 
at his results, he has been 
struggling since the U.S. 
Open." McNamee said. 

“There are certain 


times in a player's career 
where he has to bite the 
buUet. Ob\iously he 
wants to take a break to 
get his game back 
together." he said. 

“I’m encouraged that 
andre considers this to be 
one-off and intends to be 
back in 1998.” he .said. 

.Agassi has played in 
onlv two .Australian 


Opens. After winning the 
tournament in his first 
appearance in 1995. 
Agassi was beaten by 
Chang in the semifinals 
thi.s year. 

Germany's Boris 
Becker and Monica Seles 
of the U.S. have both 
said they will return in 
1997 to to defend their 
titles. 


EXAMINATIONS 
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The British Council would like to announce 
that entries for May/June 1997 Examinations 
for the General Certificate d£ Education 
(GCE) & the Intenational General 
Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) 
will be accepted fix>m Sunday 1 December to 
Thursdav 5 December 1996. 


We encourage candidates to register during 
this period to avoid payment of the late entry 
fee. 


Registration time: 09:30 a.m, to 12:30 p.m. 


Candidates are required to bring with them 
an official identi£cation and a passport 
photograpk 


Please ask for hfiss Diana Muasher 


p^igwed in Entfand as a dmity No. 209131 


Furnished Flat For Rent 

One bedroom, one sitting and dining room, 
complete kitchen and bathroom, central heating 
and separate telephone. 

Location: Near Aramex 

For further information, please call 
Tei.: 680131 


Se informa a ia colonia 
espanola y a los ciudadanos 
que han sido de madre o padre 
originariamente espaholes de 
la posibilidad de obtener la 
nacionalidad espanola (de 
acuerdo con la Disposicibn 
Transitoria Primera de la Ley 
29/1995 del dia 2 de 
Noviembre) y que finalize el dia 
7 de Enero 1 997. 

Las personas que esten 
interesadas pueden ponerse 
en contacto con ia Embajada 
durante las boras de oficina de 
8,00 a 14,00 boras (excepto 
los viernes). 

Telefono. 614166 al 70. 


Kanu has 

heart 

surgery 


MILAN (AFP) — Inter 
Milan's Nigerian striker 
Nwankwo Kanu has 
undeigone -a successful 
heart operation in the 
United States, the Italian 
club announced 

Thursday night. 

The 20-year-ol(t whose 
goals guided Nigeria to 
the Olympic gold medal 
earlier this year, was 
found to have a weak 
aorta valve during a rou- 
tine medical test just 
before the Italian season 
started. 

He hud just arrived 
from Ajax Amsterdam, 
and experts said he 
would need surgery to 
have any chance of play- 
ing again. 

An Inter statement here 
said there had been “a 
positive outcome" to a 
four-hour operation to 
insert a plastic aorta 
valve at the Cleveland 
clinic foundation in 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Monday. 

Kanu. who has been 
nominated for the golden 
ball award, had explicitly 
requested that no infor- 
mation be released until 
48 hours after the opera- 
tion. 

Inter said: “FC 

Interni'zionale has been 
close to the player 
throughout the period of 
his hospital confinement 
before the operation and 
is close to him now. 

“During this period, the 
coach Roy Hodgson, the 
senior officials of the 
club and particularly the 
president- Massiifio 
-Moratii' have -nev^ lost 
contact with the player." 

Kanu won the 
European Cup with Ajax 
in 19^5 before going on 
to his Olympic triumph 
in atlanta and later 
showed his skills in pre- 
sea.son friendlies with 
Inter. 

Despite the successful 
operation, no indication 
was given as to the 
chances of Kanu being 
able to play football 
again. 

Chelsea's Giunluca 
Viulli has said that Kanu 
deserves to win the fonh- 
ernning golden ball for 
his achievements in the 
game — and also as u 
show of solidarity from 
world football. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, November 30, 1996 
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Pascal BaiUs (L) of Montpellier and Thierry Henrj’ (R) of Monaco fight for control 
of the ball during early action in their French league match. Monaco won 1-0 
(Reuters photo.) 
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Milan looking to get back on 
the rails as Real try to keep lead 



Cowboys 


PARIS (AFP) — Italian 
champions AC Milan will 
look to get their season 
back on track diis weekend, 
when they face Serie A 
strugglers piacenza. 

Milan w’ere knocked out 
of the loilitm Cup quarter- 
finals by Vicenza 
Wednesday on the away 
goals rule, while star striker 
George Weah was provi- 
sionaUy suspended for one 
Champions League match 
by UEFA on Thursday after 
hi.s recent set-to with POrto 
captain Joige Costa. 

Weah responded by vent- 
ing his frustration at his 
team's form, saying eveiy- 
one in the side had to work 
together, “otherwise things 
are going to go wrong.” 
And the Liberian 
ab.solved coach Oscar 
Tabarez, saying: *Tt's not 
the coach's rault if we don't 
win — he's not playing.” 
Milan's turaioQ has 
allowed unfoncied Vicenza 
to grab the l^dership for 
the fust time in their 94- 
year history. 

And they will stay there if 
they win at midtable 
Perugia on Sunday. 

Other Serie A .<(ees Roy 
Hodg.ron's Inter Milan play 
Saturday against Cagliari, 
while newly-crowned 
world champions Juventus 
host Bologna. 

All of Marcello Lippi's 
Juventus squad returned 
ftom their .successful trip to 
Japan more or less intact 
after their Imercondncmol 
(Tup clash with Argentina's 
river plate — Frenchman 
Didier Oeschomps has u 
muscle strain and defender 
Moreno Torricelli a knee 
injury, but both should be 
fit for duly, 

Newly-promoted 
Bologna have propelled 
themselves to second in the 


FOR 


RENT 


Roof of villa Semi Furnished for rent 
430 m* - super deluxe finishing . 
Location : ALHUMMAR road next 
to Royal Palaces. 

For more details call : 

831663 - 079 X 30761 


I 


SEMI - VILLA FOR RENT 


B 


Khalda , dose to Rawdat Al-Maaref school 
two floors fully furnished , area 210 ! 

First floor includes salon , dining room , 
sitting room , kitchen , bathroom , washing 
and drying machine . 

Second floor includes sitting room , master 
bedroom with a bathroom , two bedrooms 
and a bathroom . 

Separate central heating, water, electrical, 
services, garage and telephone. 



table and ha\% also reached 
the semi-finals of the Italian 
Cup. but a win at Juve 
could prove a bridge too far. 

In Spain, new leaders 
Real Madrid will look to 
hong into their hard-won 
advanti^e over Barcelona, 
who succumbed to Bilbao a 
week ago for their first 
league defeat 
Real travel to Sporting 
Gijon on Sauirda}' for a 
match they should win 
comfortably. But liie visi- 
tors will be under severe 
pressure to perfonn as any 
dropped points would open 
the door once again to their 
Catalan rivals. 

Barcelona do not play 
until Monday, when they 
eniertrin strugglers 
Extremadura at the nou 
comp. 

Bobby Robson's side will 
be aiming to bounce back 
in some style against a • 
who only recently were a 
third division outfit. 

Extremadura have man- 
aged just one win to date ■ 
and ' Barca should romp 
home, even if they again 
have to be satisfied with 
second spot going into 
December. 

December 7th is the real 
red-letter day in the 
Spanish League when the 
two perennial giants clash 
head on at Real's Bemabeu 
Stadium. The winners of 
that one will be duly 
installed as the official title 
favourites. 

The bad feeling between 
Spain's two biggest clubs 
was further stirred 
Thursday by a report in El 
Pais that Buireiona had 
paid $2.4 million to 
Sampdoria of Italy to pre- 
vent the transfer in Real of 
French international 
Christian Karembeu. Barca 
officials strenuously denied 
the stoiy. 

Real Barca have been 
in\oIved in a tug-of-war for 
stylish midfielder 

Karembeu, who .said earlier 
this month he would hon- 
our an earlier agreement to 
sign for Madrid before 
Barcelona made their eight 
million-dolior bid. 

Elsewhere, third-placed 
Deporuvo La Coruna tra\ el 
to Seville on Sunday. 

In the unlikely event of 
Madrid and Barca both lo.s- 
iiig, John Toshack's men. 
yet to lose this season, 
could snatch pole position. 

Seville are unlikely to 
po.se too many problems, 
given their current precari- 
ous p^ition in the txiitom 
six with eight defeats in 14 
gomes. 

Germany's premier cla.sh 
this weekend i.s a straight 
first against second battle as 
Bayern Munich host VFB 
Stuttgart. 

Bayern established a two- 
point lead last week after 
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PHILBPELPHIft 1 

TWISTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


PHILflDELPHIB 2 

PBMELR RNDERSON...In 

BARB WIRE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


SEAN CONNERY...m 


THE ROCK 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD «1» 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 


^ flmmoun Theatre & Cinema V Nabil 

TEL 61 8274 - 61 6275 ■ A 


edging Hansa Rostock as 
Stuttgart succumbed to 
lowly Duisbuig. 

But the Bundesliga is a 
four-horse race this season, 
with reigning champions 
Borussia Dortmund stands 
ing third level on po'mis 
with Stuttgart but ahead 
only on goal difference of a 
thud side bn 30 points, 
Bayer Leverkusen. 

Bayern have goalkeeper 
Oliver Kahn as their prima- 
ry Injuiy concern as he was 
suflering from sev^ 
cr am p in midweek and told 
reporters he would only 
take his place “if I'm 100 
percent fit.” 

A further doubt is defend- 
er Thomas Helmer. who 
has a back strain. 

Thoi^cen Legat is mean- 
while back for Stuttgart on 
the left side of midfield 
aftqr a shuvlder injury. 

Home advantage should 
give Giovanni Trapattoni's 
Bayern the edge, but a draw 
in the Olympic stadium 
would let in Dortmund, 
who take on Hsunburg at 
home. Hambuig have 
turned in a number of indif- 
ferent performances this 
term to stand just J 1th. 

And they are unlikely to 
cause an upset wnth dort- 
mund bent on capturing a 
third title in a row. The ■ 
champions could welcome 
back defender Steffen 
Freund trom injury. 

Bayer Le\erkusen will 
hope hold off Cologne, 
who have worted ihein- 
seh'es into the top five, and 
surprise packr^e VFL 
Bochum will look to bol- 
ster their challenge by win- 
ning at Sankt ^uli, who 
now stand above city rivals 
SV Hamburg. 

Elsew'here, a long winter 
struggle against relegation 
is already a harsh reality for 
Hansa Rostock and 
Anninia Bielefeld, who 
face off in the eastern 
German port city. 

-All the action in France 
was to be spread across 
Thursday and Friday with 
Monaco seeking to oust 
Paris Saint Germain from 
top spot Thursday night by 
winning in Montpellier. 

PSG. currently one point 
clear, were to Yace Caen on 
Friday. 

Fourth-placed Bordeaux 
were taking on Metz, stand- 
ing fifth, on Thursday, 
while Bastia were looldng . 
to consolidate their third 

place by winning at 
Guingamp on Friday. 
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(IN DOLBY STEREO) 
ShowsM2:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10:45 

UJhoopie Goldberg ... In 

BOYS ON THE SIDE 

Shows; 3:30. 6:00.8:30, 10:30 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group In the play entitled 


Five-star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


& Hisham’s Theatre^ 

_ TEL: 625155 ~ 


presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

TftMfre IS closed Friday. Saturday & Sunday 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Nigerians seek revenge in African club showpiece 
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JOHANNESBURG (AFP^ 
-I- -The showpiece of 
African club fooibull takes 
pl^e Saturday with Shooi- 
iag Stars of Nigeria hosting 
ZamaLek of Egypt in the 
firsi leg of the champioas 
cup final. 

Stars are hoping to 

become the first Nigerian 
ihinners of the 32-year-old 
^mpetition and the first 
■i^ub 10 complete an African 
treble after lifting the 1976 
CMp-^^^nne^s Cup and the 
1992 Caf Cup. 

Zamalek also have their 
hearts set on a place in the 
record booiu as overall vic- 
tory fQllQ^^ing the return 
match in Cairo on Decem- 
ber 13 would give them a 
record fourth Champions 
Cup title. 

Ibe tlnalists also clashed 
in the decider 1 2 years ago 
with Zamalek winning 2"0 
in Cairo and I -0 in Lugos to 
claim their firsi triumph in 
the annual event. 


A much closer contest is 
expected this time, espe- 
cially at the 50.«X)-cupaci- 
ty liberty stadium in the 
sprawling souih-wesierti 
city of Ibadan. 

Stars boa.st a 100 per cent 
record there this year with 
defending champions 
Orlando Pirates of South 
Africa and twice winners 
JS Kabyiie of Algeria 
among the victims. 

Coaches Ahniodu Shaibu 
and Boniface Doe, a native 
of Liberia, saw their team 
score 1 1 goals in the op>en- 
Ing rounds, then struggle to 
overcome Pirates and 
Kabyiie. 

It took a penally shootout 
to eliminate Pirates and 
Nigerian supponers 

endured 79 ien.se minutes 
before David Ogaga scored 
the goal which ended 
Algerian resistance. 

Slurs may possess only 
one Nigerian international 
in niidtjelder Sam Pam. but 


the side has developed ioiu 
u formidable ftghling force 
which will not easily be 
intimidated, despite the 
army of talent ranged 
against them. 

Zamalek an: couched by 
German Dieter Wemer, 
who can cull on numerous 
iniemaiionuls plus Kamel 
Kuci said, the only Algerian 
playing dub football in 

Egypt. 

Veteran midfielder 
Ahmed AJ-Kas.s stands out, 
even in such distinguished 
company, and will play in 
Ibadan after missing the 
semifinal triuniph over CS 
Sfaxien of Tunisia through 
suspension, 

Al-kass is entering the 
twilight of u career .spent 
largely at Olympic, on 
unfashionable Alexandria 
side, and his running off the 
hall has led to many memo- 
rable goals for club and 
country'. 

Defender Nabil 


Mohamed U less fortunate 
as he i.s ser\'ing a two 
match bun after being 
shown the red card in Sfax 
when the North African 
showdown reached boiling 
point. 

If the Egyptians have a 
weakness it Is temperament 
with memories still vivid of 
their goalkeeper kicking a 
slow-moving Tunisian ball 
boy during the 1 994 show- 
piece. 

The Egyptians battled in 
previou.s rounds, having 
only one goal to spare over 
modest .sunrise from Mauri- 
tius and needing a penalty 

shootout to di.spose of 
less experienced Sfaxien. 

Only in the quarterfinals 
against Moroccans Meknes 
did Zamalek display the 
attacking strength that pro- 
duced three A^can tiile.s. 
an honour they shore with 
Canon Yaounde of 
Coitteroon and Hafia of 
Guinea. 


Cowboys rip Redskins to share division lead 


DAUAS (AFP) — Emmiti 
Smith, bouncing back from 
on injuiy. ran for 155 yaals 
and three touchdowns 
Thursday to give reigning 
American football chumpon 
Dallas a 21-10 viaoiy over 
Wu.*^gion. 

The victoty in the iradi- 
licnol Cow'boy home game 
on the United Slates Ihanks- 
riving holiday lifted once- 
^ggling Dallas iniu a shore 
of the " national football 
league's NFC East Division 
lead with the Redskins ?i 8- 
5. 

“I don't know if we’re 
bock." Srruth said. “W; defi- 
nitely have grounds to hold 
up a solid fiont if we keep on 
doing what we are doing. We 
are going in the right direc- 
tion." 

TTie Cowboy'S lesurgence 
followed a loss to the New 
York Gianis lost week that 
hod many doubting the club, 
especirdly afterits poor son: 
Now Dams Is in i»sition to 
fight Green Bay and San 
Frauidsco for playoff home- 
field advantage. 

“Ewrybody said we were 
done. We’re not done. We 
ha\'e a lot of fight left in us," 
said defender Fred Strick- 
land, who recovered a fiim- 
lide to set up the fiist Dallas 
seems. It was the first Cow- 
boy touchdown in nine quar- 
ters. 

Smitii ran 29 times after 
being questionable for the 
gome. He was benched four 
days earlier alter a poor 
showing. 

‘Thoas guy's put their faith 
in me. Tbey blocked their 
butts off anB 1 was able to 



- - 7_'.' . . •‘.•Av..". I ^ '■ 




Kansas City Chiefs' Marcus Alien (right) pudnes away 
Detroit Lions' Bennie Blades as he runs for a 35 yard 
gain, during firet quarter play in the Thanksgiving NFL 
game at the Pontiac Silverdome (Reuters photo) 


run where 1 wonted." Smith 
said. *'] wanted to see how 
the leg was doing in 
wannv^ ! hod pven ^ leg 
a lot of rest and treamienL”" 
The Dallas defense 
allowed only 46 rushing 
yards b>' ^S^lungion. 

’ Philadelphia could join 
Dallas and Washington atop 
the dirision by beating the 


Giants on Sunday. 

The holiday's other game 
saw Kansas wnn 28-24 


otDeiioiL 

The Chiefs benched start- 
ing quarteiback Steve Bono 
in favour of backup Rich 
Gannon, who completed 15 
of 18 pa.«»es for 120 yards 
and also ran for 45 yank 

"He has been pia^g well 
when he comes in os a 
rcplocemenC* said Marcus 
Allen, who ran for nvo 
touchdowns. "I wanted him 
to come in with that same 
attitude and he did.” 

Allen won the game on a 
four-yard touchdown dive 
with 46 seconds to play, 
boosting his career total to a 
f^-reconJ 112. He sur- 
passed the mail; she shared 
with Walter Payton where 
diegame began. 

"loe run has been killing 
us," Detroit defender Robeit 
Porehersaid. 

The Chiefs rose to 94 but 
remain three losses behind 
NFL overall leader Denver, 
wrhich lakes an INI r&xxd 
into Sunday's home game 
with Seattle. 

Other weekend games find 
AiizcKia at Mlnn^ota, I^tts- 
bureh at Baltimore. Chicago 
at Green Bay, Buffalo at 
Indianapolis, Cincinnati at 
Jacksonville, Tampa Bay at 
Carolina. New ^gland at 
San Dego. Sc Louis at New 
Orleans, Miami at Oakland 
and Houston at the New 
Yock Jets. 
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TWO DELUXE FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

1. Brand new, 1st floor of a villa, 2 bedrooms, Danish furniture, 
telephone line, and garden, 220 sq. m. Location: Oeir (Hhubar, 
dose to the American Embassy. 

2. 2rKi floor, 3 bedrooms, American and Danish Furniture, 
telephone line, 350 sq. m. 

Location: Fourth Ctrde. dose to Zahran Post Office. 

Both flats of superb quality. 

Please call 861065 from 10:00 am.-6:00 p.m. 


Edberg finds conditions perfect 
for final tourney 


LONDON (R) — Home 
advantage, a partisan 
crowd, a fast indoor court 
and of nostalgia — 
condiii^ are perfect for 
Stefan Edberg's swan song. 

The elegant Swede who 
retires offer thi.*; weekend's 
Davis Cup final against 
France in Malmo. Southern 
Sweden, is ready u> add a 
fifth Davi.s Cup triumph to 
hi.s six Grand Slam wins. 

And dei^pite his 30 years 
and veteran tag, he feels 
fighting fit, in much better 
shape than his emotional 
last u»ir t^^pearance in 
Stockholm earlier this 
month when he lost to com- 
patriot Niklas Kulti. 

“I've been playing every 
day .since Stockholm, get- 
ting rid of the Niggles." 
Edbeig said. "I feel mental- 
ly and physic-ally much bel- 
ter." 

Edbeig, a consummate 
.serv'e-airf-volleyer. may 
even be called upon to play 
doubles as well as singles if 
Jonas Bjoriunan's knee 
proves troublesome. 

Bjorkman was looking 
much better <m, i^ctising 



France's Arnaud Boetsch (Lj looks at French coach Yannick Noah (R) during the 
last practice session of the Da\is cup final in .Malmo (Reuters photo) 

Davis Cup finals since 1972 

M.ALMO. Sweden fR) — Davis Cup final re.sulis since 1972 and ranking li.si of previous 


without a bandage and 

year 

score 

venue 

ready to ponner Kulti on 

1972 U.S. beat Romania 

3-2 

Bucharest 

Saturday. 

1973 Australia beat U.S. 

5-0 

Cleveland 

But it i.^ not Edberg nor 
the doubles duo who ensure 

1974 South Africa beat India walkover 

1975 Sweden beat Czechoslovakia 3-2 

Stockholm 

Sweden start favourites to 

1976 Italy beat Chile 

-LI 

Suntic^o 

take the title for a sixth 

1977 Australia beat Italy 

3-1 

Sydney 

time. 

197S U.S. beat Britain 

4-1 

Rancho Mirage 

With two end-of-season 

1979 U.S. beat Italy 

5-0 

San Francisco 

titles — at Paris and Stock- 

I960 Czechoslovakia beat Italy 

4-1 

Prague 

holm — under his belt and 

1981 U.S. beat Argentina 

3-1 

Cincinnati 

an ATP tour ranking of nine 

1982 U.S. beat Frwee 

-LI 

Grenoble 

in the world 'ntoma.'^ 

1983 Australia beat Sweden 

3-2 

Melbourne 

Enqvtst is die man the 

1984 Sweden beat U.S. 

4-1 

Gothenburg 

French underdogs fear 

1985 Sweden beat Germany 

5-2 

Munich 

most. 

1986 Australia beat Sweden 

3-2 

Melbourne 

‘i just hope this form 

1987 Sweden beat India 

5-0 

Gothenburg 

keeps up". Enqvist said . 

1988 Germany beat Sweden 

•Li 

Gothenburg 

The lanky 1.91-meire tall 

1989 Germany beat Sweden 

3-2 

Stuttgart 

22-year-oId appears to have 

1990 U.S. beat Australia 

3-2 

■ St. Petersburg 

overcome a rendency to fail 

1991 France beat U.S. 

3-1 

Lyon 

apan at key moments. His 

1992 U.S. beat Switzerland 

3-1 

Fort Worth 

o^’o semifinal wins against 

1993 Germany beat .Australia 

LI 

Duesseldorf 

the Czech Republic, both of 

1994 Sweden beat Russia 

LI 

Moscow 

which went to five sets. 

1995 U.S. beat Russia 

5-2 

Moscow 

confinned bis new mental 
resilience. * - , . 

Starting os underdogs 
agrees with the French, 

Previous Winners 

U.S. 31. Australia 26, Britain 9, 

France 

7. Sweden 5. Germany 

however. History is on their 
side. 

Slovakia 1. Italy 1. South Africa 

1 


They pulled off their first 
Davis Cup coup way back 
in 1927. betuing the Ameri- 
cans in Philadelphia. On 
hearing the news in Paris, 
thousands of revellers took 
to the streets dancing and 
singing in celebration. 

In J991 in Lyon few gave 
Guy Fotgei and the volatile 
Henri Leconte much chance 
against Andre Agassi and 
Pete Sampras. But they 
pulled it off and the dancing 
stoned all over again. 

Neither Cedric Pioline nor 
Amaud Boetsch. France's 
singles players, figure in the 
AlP’s top 20 players but 
both are hungry for ^vis 
Cup success. 

Boetsch was first reserve 


in 1991 and says his main 
aim in life since then has 
been to enjoy another view* 
fy. this time as a player. 

"In my playing career it is 
the Davis Cup that has 
brought me the greatest 
Joy." he said. 

Pioline. who.se reputation 
as a somewhat grouchy 
Loner, kept him out of the 
team for several years, is 
anxious to prove himself 


within it now. 

Guy Forget, who plays 
doubles with Lionel Roux 
described Pioline during the 
semifinal against Italy as 
desperate to overturn their 
2-0 deficit. "Emotion was 
showing on his face and you 
could tell how badly he 
wanted to win." he said. 

Credit for France’s new 
team spirit lies in large pa^ 
with motivational captain 


3, Czecho- 


Yannick Noah, whose larg- 
er-than-life presence at the 
side of the court inspired the 
players in 1991. 

He know's his team inside 
out and likes to think of 
them as a family, with all 
their foibles, strengths and 
weaknesses. 

If they upset the sentimen- 
tal favourites, it will be 
Noah leading his brood in 
the dance at Malmo. 


Cast your child as the star 

for one oS these unique educational videos 


% 1 - As South, vuberable. you 
bold: 

4AS CMKQjr C-AJSS -M 10 

The biddine has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
20 Put 2NT Pw 
SO Pm 3T J>Ua 
T 

What do you bid now? 

A - Rutner'9 eorreetJoa does not 
praniae anything of value, nor does 
It guarantee three hearts. Under 
the dramiBtaiuee we would rule 
oot four hearts as a final eanuucu 
Ourchedee would lx three no 
inmip, where as UtUe as the ^een 
dT diamonds with porUier migni he 
enoiigb and our ISO honors ww 
HAen the blm should the coatraet 
bJ. 

% 2 * Both vulnerable, as South 
rw bold: 

«AICJ7C6 ^S2 s-S« 

the bidding has p roceeded: 

Noieca OAST south west 

10 Pm la Pass 

ao PsM s* PM 

40 Pm ? 

whal doyoQ bid dow? 

A . Partner can bordl; haw less 
dan six almost stdid hearu and cite 
- aea of dianinaila for this fluetion, 
leaves rooia for a high duh 
"Saar as wdL You hove a superb 
pud for partner, and situn shouid 
M Igydcrwn as long oa you don't 
two Ikst dub losers. Jump to 
Bn hearts, aaUng partner to bid on 
coniiri of the unhid suiL 

%S • Neither vulnerable, as 

«nth you hold: 

<7S'OSJ9843 4AQ2 


leas® 


MOO VI iVMVW ■ 

North east soltih west. 

;* . Pan I* Pn» 

Ufr Pw 7 
^'^'hat do you tnd 

^ * V partner has only one heart 
RtVper and no aeo of diamonds, 
vcee no tramp Muld be a terriblo 
Aotrao, You can stnaa the unboi- 
nature of your hand by mak- 


ing a forcing jump to three dia- 
Should partner perwven; 
with three no trump, you will have 
arrived ut your find goal, but you 
can accept that with a greater 
degree of camiort. llf three die* 
moods is only invitational in yoor 
methods, we suggest you moke a 
jftghi^y fimey rebid of two spades to 
set up s game fsne.^ 

Q, 4 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

*KQJ» ZK9» v10664S *« 

The bidding l^praeu^: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Pm 10 

INT Pen ? _ 

What do you bid now? 

A - With only nine points in high 
cards and no fit opposiie a paruier 
who has unnounn'd a buloncra 
minimum, where would you liko to 
eo^ Aiss. and let partner piny in 
what ohendd be a comfortalHe «an- 


Q. 6 • As South. liVlnerablc. you 
hold: 

«35 9Q10P3 OQ’ *ASiC*S 

ThebiddinghMprwe^: 

north east south 
14 I* 8 * P»“ 

20 Pw r 
What action do you u*e. 

A - Partner is expecung anoihw 
bid from you. so don't pass in this 
awkward sicunlioo. The only uCUon 
*at mokes any se^ «j “ 
partner with your doublet^ ho^. 
Bid three diamonds. That diw Mt 
preclude you from finding a heart 
St ifil odsu. 

Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

C76 M0C3 *AK9d?4 

Partner opens the bidding wih w 
DO trump. Whut ucuon doyou take. 

A ■ Thiw- away the point-wni 

for three no mimp- 


BOSTON 

UNIVERSITY 

Boston, Massachusetts, USA 
A tradition of unyielding excellence in education 

Boston University is the tliird largest independent institution of higher 
education and research in the United States, The Uoiversiiy comprises 
IS separate schools and colleges retaining a focus on both 
undergraduate and graduate levels. Boston University is a recognized 
innovator in healthcare, science, engineering, communication, 
management, education and many other areas. 

The University has ten undergraduate schools and colleges, offering 
more tUnu 2S0 major and minor concentrations. Boston Univei^ity 
also offers MA/MS, MSA/MBA, MD/DMD, MPH. PhD programs in 
Engineering, Medicine, Dcntistiy, Management, Computer Sciences, 
Communications, Social and Natural Sciences, Fine Arts. etc. 

Boston University's Center for English Language and Orientation 
Programs (CELOP) offers specially designed intensive English 
language programs for international students who wish to improve 
their English. Tlic majority of tlicsc students arc preparing for study at 
an American University. 

Mr. Lawrance O'Connor, Admissions Representative, will be visiting 
Amman on December 9 & 10, 1996, and will be available for guidance 
and counseling for admission to Boston University. Please telephone 
the Marriott Hotel, Amman at 607607, extension 2035 from 8 am. to 4 
pm. to schedule an appointmenL Alternatively call Mr. Khalid Rifai 
at 865922 during worldng hours. 



A new method for making learning fun and enjoyable 

All you have to do is provide us with your child's picture to put It onto the main 
character and their name to be part of the dialogue in one of these tapes: 

1- My Alphabet®( A musical journey through the alphabet) 

2> Come count with me 1 ,2,3® ( a number fantasy with counting cat) 

3> Mr. Tibbs & the Great Pet search® ( A vouyage through the world of animats) 

AVAILABLE ONLY AT 



You can order by phone or by visibng one o) our centers 


AJMMAN; 

CAIRO; 

DOHA; 

(962-6) 

(SO-S) 

1974) 

684587 

3522144 - 5172287 
428101 

BEiRim (96I-I) 

KUWAlt (965) 

MANAMA: (973) 

ABU DHABI; (971-21 

495404 - 601756 - 602240 
5758049 - 573558 
727270 
322888 



Jordan Times telephone number 
699634 - 684311 
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Court 
endorses 
Shin Bet 


torture 


as legal 


TEL AVIV lAP) — TTie 
supreme court accepted 
Friday claims by the Shin 
Bet security service that 
shackling a suspected mill- 
tanL depriving him of sleep 
and placing a sack over his 
head were legal means of 
interTogating him. Israeli 
radios said. 

Both Israel and army 
radios said Atef Abu Sirhon. 
from East Jerusalem, was 
arre.sted by the Shin Bet 10 
days ago. Hi.s case became 
public Friday after his attor- 
ney. Leah Tsemel. demand- 
ed Uie court interv'ene to 
stop the use of force on her 
client and to allow her to 
meet with him. 

Mr. .Abu Sirhan is suspect- 
ed of unspecified terrori.st 
activities as a member of the 
Islamic Jihad organisation, 
responsible for several sui- 
cide anacks against Israel, 
the reports said. 

The court accepted u claim 
b\ the Shin Bet that Ms. 
T^mel could not meet with 
her client because of the 
nature of the investigation, 
army radio said. 

Ms. Tsemel protested the 
mediods of questioning her 
client, saying they ‘‘are like- 
ly to drive him out of his 
mind." 

The repons said the state 
attorney denied claims that 
Mr. .Abii Sirhan was violent- 
ly shaken, a method u.sed by 
the Shin Bet in extreme cir- 
cumstances to excnict infor- 
mation. Bui he did not deny 
that interrogaiors were using 
the other methods, including 
.sleep deprivation, placing a 
bag over his head, playing 
loud music and shaclding 
him in uncomfortable posi- 
tions. 

''Definitely all ihe.se 
means are meant to break 
him ut least and also to dam- 
age him bodily in order to 
extract information that is 
his right not to reveal." Ms. 
Tsemel protested. 

The supreme court was to 
hold another discussion on 
the issue next week, to 
reevaluate the situation. 

Friday's discussion came 
in the wake of two recent 
supreme court hearings on 
petitions by other 
Palestinians being held by 
Israel. 

In both cases, the court 
allowed the Shin Bet to use 
force in questioning the sus- 
pects. alter finding that they 
had information that might 
help prevent an attack 
against Israel. 

Human rights organisa- 
tions have protested Israel's 
allowance of the use of force 
against militants, claiming it 
is tantamount to torture. But 
Shin Bet arguments have 
been accepted by the court 
as justification for the use of 
force. 

.An Israeli Arab said on 
Friday he had been clubbed 
and beaten by a border 
policeman in the latest In a 
string of incidents of alleged 
Israeli police brutality 
against .Arabs. 

.An amateur \ ideo broad- 
cu>{ worldwide last week 
showing two Israeli police- 
men beating Palestinians at 
a West Bank checkpoint 
placed abuse of Arabs by the 
paramilitary border police 
who patrol Isi^ael. the West 
Bank and Guza. under clo.se 


.scrutiny. 

Nasser Turabiyeh said he 
was clubbed with a pistol 
during a dispute with a 
policeman near the Arab 
town ofSakhnin in northern 
Israel ia.se week. 

“He hit me on the head 
with his pistol... oit the head, 
all over my body, arms and 
back. I was dealt all sons of 
violence." Mr. Tarabiyeh 
told Israel radio. 

He said the policeman, 
also an Israeli Arab, fired 
two shots from his pistol 
before fleeing when a 
passerby approached. 

The 1^0 said the border 
policeman was under inves- 
tigation by a justice ministry 
department which probes 
police misdeeds. 



'ELGIN MARBLES': A visitor to London's British Museum looks at a display of the "Elgin marbles." The statues are part of a large collection of mvble statues 
and friezes taken from the Parthenon in Athens by Lord Elgin, a British diplomat, in the early 19th century. Greek Prime Minister Costas Simitis said last week 
that his country will laimch a new campaign to reclaim the marbles, the return of which has been a long-standing Greek demand (Reuters photo) 


Baghdad announcement relieves 


holders of Iraqi dinars in Jordan 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanians 
holding millions in Iraqi 
dinars heaved a sigh of relief 
on Friday following an Iraqi 
official denial of rumours 
that the Baghdad government 
intended to withdraw some 
banknotes. 

“We have been very wor- 
ried over the prospect that 
Iraq could simply decide lo 
declare pan of its currency 
null and void" as it cUd three 
years ago. said u Jordanian 
speculator, who. like others 
who have invested in the 
Iraqi currency, did not want 
to be identified. 

“We hope we could trust 
the Iraqi announcement ion 
Thursday) that (the Central 
Bank of Iraq) has no plan to 
adopt such a move." added 
the man. 

Hundreds of Jordanians 
have invested in Iraqi dinars 
in anticipation of a recovery 
of the currency when the 
international sanctions on 
Iraq are lifted. The Central 
Bank of Jordan has repeated- 
ly cautioned against specula- 
tion in the Iraqi currency, 
panicularly after the 1993 
cancellation of 25-dinar 
notes by the Baghdad gov- 
ernment cost Jordanian spec- 
ulators tens of millions of 
dinars. 

However, market experts 
say. the temptation is too 
strong, given that many 
could becorhe overnight mil- 
lionaires if the hypothesis 
runs true and the Iraqi dinar 
gains ius pre-crisis rate of 
between four and five dinars 
to the dollar when the sanc- 


tions are lifted. 

The Iraqi currency has 
gained around 40 per cent in 
the Jordanian money market 
since Baghdad announced its 
acceptance of an oil-for-food 
accord with the United 
Nations. In Baghdad, the 
embattled currency gained 
about 50 per cent against the 
.American dollar before slip- 
ping a little. report.s from the 
Iraqi capital said. 

In a statement issued 
Tliursday. the Central Bank 
of Iraq said: “The national 
currency will not undei^o 
any changes nor will any cat- 
egories of banknote be with- 
drawn contray to rumours 
put about by speculators." 

A Jordanian dinar fetched 
between 1.200 and 1.250 
Iraqi dinars in Baghdad on 
Thursday. In Amman the rale 
was between 1.300 and 1,350 
although buyers of the cur- 
rency were few. 

The Iraqi dinar fell back to 
880 to the dollar on the 
streets of Baghdad Thursday, 
compared with 750 
Wednesday. The Iraqi 
announcement of its accep- 
tance of the oil-for-food deal 
came on Monday. Prior to the 
announcement, an American 
dollar was worth i.650 
dinars. 

Thur.sday’s Central Bank of 
Iraq statement said fluclua- 
lion in the value of the dinar 
was down to “rumours start- 
ed by speculators each time 
the economy or the Iraqi 
dinar experiences an 
improvement." 

The bank called on busi- 
nessmen to deal only with 
official moneychangers who 
exchange at a rate only 


slightly below the market 
rate and way above the ofii- 
cial bank rate of 450 dinars 
to the dollar. 

In Amman, moneychangers 
have also started accepting 
the 25-dinar notes cancelled 
by the Iraqi government in 
1993. obviously in anticipa- 
tion of u reinstatement of the 
currency, market .sources 
.said. “Some of the money i.s 
being sent to northern Iraq, 
where (the so<alJed) Swis.s 
notes are still valid." said one 
source, noting that Iraqis 
were now free to travel in 
and out of parts of the north, 
wluch remains under the 
control of dissident Kurdish 
factions. 

The 199,3 cancellation of 
Che 25-dinar notes was cou- 
pled with a three-day grace 
for Iraqis within the country 
to change the scrapped notes 
at Iraqi banks. The borders 
of the country remained 
sealed off to prevent the 
entry of the voided currency 
held outside. 

However. the notes 
remained valid in northern 
Iraq, where anti-BagJidad 
Kurdish groups held sway. 

But the situation appeared 
to have changed when one of 
the dissident groups joined 
camps with Baghdad against 
another. As a result. Iraq lift- 
ed a de facto blockade on the 
north and allowed the free 
movement of goods and peo- 
ple in and out of the dissident 
lerriiorj’. This in turn, raised 
questions o\*er the validity as 
well as the exchange value 
of the 25-dinar notes in areas 
controlled by the Baghdad 
govern ment. 


Calls mount for 'national 


unity' government in Israel 


dTEL AVIV (AFP) — Six 
momh.s after right-wing 
leader Benyomin 

Netanyahu swept unexpect- 
edly to power, the idea of a 
union with the ousted 
Labour Pony is gaining 
ground in both opjTOsition 
and Israeli government cir- 
cles. 

“Calls multiply for u gov- 
ernment of national unity." 
read the headline on the 
front page of the popuku* 
daily newspaper Maoriv on 
Friday. 

Labour leader Shimon 
Peres, who lost to Mr. 
Netanyahu in the May 29 
elections, is openly pushing 
for a coalition, .saying it is 
the only way of Idck-.start- 
ing the Middle Ea.st peace 
process in which he played 
a key role. 

Even within Mr. 
Netanyahu's Likud bloc, 
which governs Israel with 
the sup^rt of religious par- 
ties. some parliamentarians 
are also starting to worm to 
the idea. 

“Such a government is a 
national necessity." said 
Likud pariiaznem^ group 
leader Michael Eytan. 
adding that Mr. Netanyahu 
believes a wide national 


Rabin in .November last 
year before losing lo Mr. 
Netanyahu. agreed 

Thursday lo step down as 
leader of the main opposi- 
tion party in June 1997. 

Under a compromise deal 
with challenger Ehud 
Barak. Mr. Peres will 


resign in return for being 


consensus “is not impossi- 
ble.” 

Mr. Peres, who became 
prime minister after the 
a.ssassinauon of Vitzhak 


allowed to accept the post 
of deputy prime minister if 
Mr. Netanyahu forms a gov- 
ernment of national unity 
before the end of 1997. 

“People tell me I'm ready 
to crawl in order to join the 
government, but w»e must 
give ourselves the political 
means to implement the 
Oslo accords" on 
Palestinian autonomy. Mr. 
Peres said. 

“It is not Likud nor the 
Labour Pany which will 
create a government of 
national unity, but the reali- 
ty." he said. 

Mr. Peres believes Mr. 
Netanyahu will have to con- 
sider a coalition with 
Labour soon because of 
international pressure and 
Israel's deteriorating rela- 
tions with its Arab neigh- 
bours. 

“Mr. Peres is now going to 
use all his political experi- 
ence in favour of a govern- 
mem of national unity." the 
Yedioi Aharonot newspa- 
per said Friday, adding that 
he had the support of 


President Ezer Weizman. 

The Peres camp, led by 
Yossi Beilin, the former 
minister in charge of the 
peace process, has decided 
to make “intensive" efforts 
to advance the idea. 

However, the Moariv 
new spaper said Mr. Barak, a 
centre-right politician and 
former armed forces chief- 
of-siaff. is keen to prevent 
.<uch a .scenario because it 
would keep leaderahip of 
the Labour Party in the 
hands of Mr. Pere.s. 

Labour's parliamentary 
group chief Ruanan Cohen, 
a Barak supporter, makes 
no secret of Mr. Burak's 
intentions. "We will moke 
any idea of a national 
union fall through." Mr. 
Cohen said. 

Opinion is also divided 
within Likud. 

Finance Minister Dun 
Meridor is in favour of a 
union, saying that “as 
negotiations on the final sta- 
tus of the (Palestinian) ter- 
ritories approach, it would 
be good for Israel to present 
a united firom." 

But his colleague 
Communications Minister 
Limor Ltvnat is opposed. 
"The current government 
has received a mandate 
from the people to carry 
out its policy." he said. 


Treasury lost JD96 million 
because of corruption and 
abuse, Audit Bureau says 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — 
Corruption. mismanage- 
mem and abuse of authority 

last year have cost the 
treasury more than JD96 
million, according to an 
Audit Bureau's report. 

The report said violations 
included embezzlement, 
mismanagement, misuse of 
funds, abuse of authority, 
and oversight, according to 
an article published in the 
Arabic daily al Rai of 
Thursday. 

Citing examples of the 
Audit Bureau findings, the 
article said the treasury has 
incurred a loss of JD5S.3 
million as a result of wrong 
calculations andJD868,000 
because of inadvertent 
errors. On the abuse of 
office, the report said a min- 
ister had put eight official 
cars for us personal use. 
thus costing the treasury 
more than JDS.8(X) in fuel. 

The report added JD7. 19 
million was embezzled by 
civil servants. 

The bureau's report said 
IS ministries, seven public 
institutions, and four uni- 
versities were involved in 
the violations. 

The Ministry of Supply 
topped the li.st a loss of with 
JD63 million, followed by 
the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation with JD6 million, 
the Ministry of Education 
with JD3 million, and the 
Ministry of Public Works 
with JD1.7 million. 

Other ministries involved 
were the Ministry of Energy 
with JD1 million, the min- 
istry' of post and commurti- 
cations, the Ministry of 
Finance with JD64b.000 
each, the ministry of Health 
and the Minl.<:try of Ju.sticc 
with J0500.000' each, and 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Ministry of 
Information with 

JD200.000 and JD5 1.000 
respectively. The report said 
the Mini.soy of Interior 
incurred a los.s of JD33.000. 
Other ministries included in 
ihc report were the 
Ministry of Higher 
Education. Ministry of 
Labour. Ministiy' of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment. 
Mini.stry of Foreign Affairs, 
and Ministry of Awqaf. 


Among public corpora- 
tions and institutions, the 
Cooperative Organisation 
topp^ the list with ID 10 
million worth of violations, 
followed by Jordan 
Cooperative Bank with JTD5 
million. Greater Amman 
Municipality with JD2.9 
million, the Jordan In-vest- 
ment Corporation with 
JD640.169, the Department 
of the Chief Islamic Justice 
with JD75.000 and the 
Jordan Economic and 
Social Co-rporation for 
Retired Se-rvicemen 
(JESORS) with JD20.000. 

The Jordan University of 
Science and Technology 
and Che University of Jordan 
were found to be involved 
in violations amounting to 
JD130.000 and JD123.000 
respectively. Other institu- 
tions involved were the 
University of Jordan 
Hospital. Yarmouk Un-iver- 
sity. Mutah Un-iversity. the 
Royal Cultural Centre, and 
the Development and 
Employment Fund, the 
report smd. 

Elaborating on misman- 
agement and corruption at 
the various ministries, the 
report said the Audit Bureau 
detected 29 violations at 
the Ministry of Supply with 
a loss of more than JD63 
million. The report blamed 
this on the ministry's failure 
to adopt a proper formula to 
calculate foe government’s 
.subsidy for wheat. While it 
charged JD114.8 1 6 per tonne 
of wheat for some compa- 
nies, it charged only JD65 
per tonne for others. This 
has resulted in 
JD54.996.768 worth of 
losses, the report added. 

The ministry' has also lost 
J04 million os a result of 
the failure by foe Maritime 
Tran.spori (Tompany to 
adhere to Its agreement with 
foe ministry to transport 
100,000 tonnes of barley 
from Latakia and Tartous 
seaport.s. 

Other reasons include rhe 
minisuy's failure to collect 
import revenues, stamps 
and additional duties from 
local suppliers of flour, and 
[he differences in subsidies 
for fodder, the report said. 

The report said 272 viola- 
tions were discovered 


worth JD640.000 were 
detected in foe Finance 
Ministry in 1995. 

At foe Ministry of 
Agricuicure 47 violations 
worth JD200.000 were 
detected. The report said foe 
minister of Agriculture has 
put eight official cars to his 
personal use, thus costing 
foe treasury more than 
JD5.1S1 in fuel from 
January 1994 to March 1995. 

The report also blamed 
foe ministry for failure to 
collect fines from violators 
of foe forests and range land 
regulations. and foe 
appointment of staff on pro- 
ject funds, contrary to pro- 
visions of foe budget law 
for 1995. 

The report also reported: 

— Seven violations 
involving JD1.7 million at 
foe Ministry of Public 
Works. 

— nine violations 
(JD200.000) at foe Ministry 
of Industry and Trade 

— Fifty-nine violations 
fJDSOO.OOO) at the Health 
Ministry. 

— Twenty violations ( JD I 
million) at foe Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources 

— Sixty-five violations 
(JD6miJlion) at the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation. 

— Forty-one violations at 
foe Ministry of Transport 
and its deportments. 

The report said Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) failed to 
adopt clear criteria 
approved by its board when 
selecting its bankers and 
this had led to a loss of 
more than JD200.000 
which foe national carrier 
incurs every' year a.s a result 
of dealing with a Paris 
bank. *rhe report said that 
external procurements at RJ 
stations take place without 
obtaining the prior approval 
of foe board. 

The report noted that the 
liabliiies of most RJ agents 
exceed by far foe amounts 
of their guarantees. It also 
blamed RJ's losses on its 
failure to collect its debt, 
and foe failure of its agents 
to abide by their agreements 
foe with foe national airline. 


Algerians back ban on Islamists 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
.‘Mgerian voters ovepA'helm- 
ingly endorsed a draft con- 
stitution foal will bon 
Islamic political parties and 
boost foe president's powers. 
Interior Minister Mostefa 
Ben Mansour said Friday. 

The draft wa.s approved by 
85.81 per cent of the 13.1 
million people who took part 
in Thursday's referendum. 
Mr. Ben Mansour said, 
adding that turnout reached 
79.80 per cent de.spite foe 
threat of violence by mUitont 
rebels. 

“The vx)te took place in 
very satisfactory condi- 
tions." foe minister said. 
“The first lesson to be drawn 
from this is the serenity and 
enrhusiosm that marked this 
day as well us foe cam- 


paign." 

Opposition parties had 
called for a boycott of foe 
poll which they said amount- 
ed to giving President 
Liuminc Zeroual a blank 
cheque to impose a dictator- 
ship. 

One opposition leader. 
Said Sadi of the Rally for 
Culture and Democracy, 
denounced foe official fig- 
ure. saying voter turnout was 
no more than 35 per cent. 

Unconfirmed reports said 
foat extremists carried out a 
scries of attacks Thursday 
away from foe capital to 
intimidate foe population 
and sexeral attempts were 
thwarted. Sources said that 
.weral people were injured 
in a bomb blast in Bar^. a 
suburb south of Algiers. 


The proposed constitution- 
al changes would ban parties 
based on religion, regional- 
ism or language, although it 
preserves Islam as foe state 
religion and establishes a 
high Islamic council with a 
consultative role. 

The reform will also allow 
foe president to legi.slate by 
decree if foe national assem- 
bly is not sitting and extends 
his right to nominate senior 
officials. 

The current constitution 
approved in 1989, allowed 
multiparty politics after 
decades of single partv' rule. 

General elections are due 
to be held in foe first half of 
next year and foe new consti- 
tution would create a second 
chamber of parliament. 
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TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese unit of McDcMiald’s 
Corpoauon said Friday ft 
would open fast food shops 
at about half of Nippon 
Company's 10,0(X) service 
station across Japan by 2006, 
Nippon Oil. Japan's largest 
oil dLstributor. requested the 
tie-up to attract more cus- 
tomers to its outleb^ a 
McDonald's spokesman 
said. Under foe agreement, 
McDonald’s Co. (Japan) will 
open four or fiveoinletsona 
trial basis next year, and 
begin e.xpansion the follow- 
ing year, he said. IJie 
planned new outlets will be 



'f 


directly operated by tllW 

McEtonald's Japan m foe ini- Ai'p/t ^ ^ -F 

tial stage, but some of the _ 

loth hous 


Stage 

subsequent stores will be 
operated- by service station 
s^on a fi^chise basis, de 
spokesman said. 


Journalists 
should live in shanties 
— court 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's supreme court told 
journalists they should live in 
shanties rather than govem- 
ment-alloned houses if they 
believed in press fieedom. a 
newspaper reported Friday. 
Judges Kuldip Singh and LL 
Hansaria said the journalists 
should be prepared “to live in 
(huts) rafoer than seeking 
government accommoda- 
tion.'' The Hindustan Times 
quoted them as saying 
Thursday: ‘'The joums^ts 
should not ask for favours 
from the government in the 
form of accommodation (x 
any other facility if foey are 
committed , to foe freedom.'* 
The court statement follows a 
row between journalists aod 
foe authorities over the allo- 
cation of houses. The Indiaa 
government allocates a. small 
number of houses meant for 
civil servants to joumali^ io 
New Delhi. The facUiiy has 
been seen as a way of mmiip- 
ulating pliant journalists. 
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Albania awards 
Mother Teresa top 
honour 
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TIRANA (R) — Albania 
aw'arded ailing MofoerTeiesa 
its top “Honour of the 
Nation" order for her life- 
long dedication to the poex. 
foe presidential office said in . 
a statement on Albania's^ 
national day. “(We give the 
award) to the most renowned 
Albanian of all times, the liv- 
ing saint of our nation, 
Mother Teresa.” Albaiuan 
President Sali Berisha said in 
a speech celebrating her 
award. “(It is) a sign of the 
deep gratitude the Albanian 
nation nurtures for die mis- 
sionaiy of God, die symbol of 
love and hope, its honour and 
pride." he added. The 86- 
year-old Roman Cafoolic 
nun. bom of Albanian parents 
as Goaxhe Bojaxhi. is in crit- 
icaJ condition in an Indian 
heart clinic. Called the "Saint 
of foe Gutters", she began 
w'ork in foe slums of Calcutta 
in 1949 and won die 1979 
Nobel Peace Prize. 
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No small talk, 
sideburns, Pinochet 
tells officers 
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SANTIAGO (R) — Former 
Chilean dictator Augusto 
Pinochet told officers they 
should avx>id gossiping about 
foe miJitaiy. watch th^ drink 
and not wear sideburns- 
“When you are in embassies 
and foey talk about tbe army 
you must leave foe conversa- 
tion immediately as there ate 
people who say wfaaever 
they like about your com- 
mander-in-chief.” be told offi- 
cers at a ceremony to award 
emblems lo 70 unit conimaD” 
ders. “You rmist explan 
clearly that you are leaving 
because of (Ik nonsense th^' 
are talking.” said the 8J-yeaf 
old general. He said officers 
and their families also must 
make sure to keep up foev 
appearances in Chfie ol 
abroad. '*\'ou mustn’t w‘e» 
sideburns in the centre of 
London. You must also take 
great care of your wife and 
children.” Mr. Pinochet said. 
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